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MOSCOW IR) — Russia’s Foreign Intelligence Sen-ice 
(SVR). in a rare foray into the public domain, said on 
Tuesday it had always known that U.N. weapons inspec- 
tors: in Iraq were working for U.S. espionage interest*. 
"We have known that American special services cooper- 
■ue. wilh-thc U.N. Special Commission (UNSCOM} 
^roadiy speaking, since the lime it was created," SVR 
'spokeswoman Tatyana Samolis told state-owned Russ- 
ian Television. "We knew that with the arrival of B UI j cr 
jius cooperation became the main sphere of activity fora 
■small circle of senior officials at the Special Commis- 
sion, although ir remained secret.” she said, referring to 
UNSCOM chief Richard Butler, whose sackin'- 
Moscbw has demanded. “Jr began to crowd out its proro 
er UX mission, the peaceful disarmament of Iraq." 
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’Eid holiday starts Sunday 

AMMAN < Petra j — Ministries, government depart- 
ments and public institutions will observe a four-day 
holiday beginning Sunday in observance of ’Eid A1 
Fitr, according to a communique issued by Prime 
Minister Favez Tarawneh. The communique said civil 
sonant* will go back to work on Thursday, Jan. 21 
after the holiday. In a related development, the Cabi- 
net Tuesday decided to pay civil serv ants their salaries 
for January on Saturday. Jan. 16. one day before the 
Eid holidav start*. 
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KLAtofree 
captured Serbs 

PRISTINA (AP) — Ethnic 
Albanian rebels have agreed to 
release all eight Yugoslav sol- 
cBcrs they have been holding 
captive for four days, an 
international official said Tues- 
day. The head of the Organisa- 
tion for Security and Coopera- 
tion in "Europe. Knot Vblle- 

■ foeC said negotiations for the 
joeing of the hostages ended 
.successfully. "We hare had 
positive results." he said at a 
news conference. "We have 
icached an agreement with the 
KLA cm an rally release of the 
(Jeiainees" 

Israeli army 
uproots orchard 

ABOUD (AFP) — Israeli 
troops uprooted a Palestinian 
orchard near a West Bank set- 
tlement on Tuesday, the owner 

• oftbe trees said. Hanna Saha 
said a bulldozer guarded by 
L<«pJi soldiers and police tore 
up 90 olive, almond and fig 
trees be had been cultivating 
for several yeais near the vil- 
lage of Aboud. "By the time I 
aimed the trees had already 
been uprooted and when I 
asked an officer why. he just 
said I couldn’t plant there, 
without giving any reason." 
Saba told AFP. The orchard lay 
across a road from the Jewish 
settlement of Beit Ariye about 

■ five kilometers from the Israeli 
bader in the central West 
Bank. 

Lebanon ends 
restrictions on 
Palestinian travel 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon said 

• on Tliesday it would end four 
years of tight restrictions and 
treat travel documents it gives 
lo Palestinians in the same way 
as passports. ’The general 
; directory of the General Secu- 
rity itecided to consider 
Lettfliese travel documents it 
gives io Palestinians who live 
m Lebanon as passports and 
will deal with earners exactly 
-the same as Lebanese pass- 
pats,” the General Security 
said in a statement In 1995, 
Beirut ordered Palestinians 
previously resident in Lebanon 
to obtain visas in enter to 
return to the country. Some 
Westinians from Lebanon had 
teen refused visas. 

China explosions 

kill 22 

BEDING (AP) — Explosions 
w fireworks factories and a j 
noarket in China killed ai feast I 
22 people. 1 I of them children, 
and severely injured 10 others, 
news agencies reported Tues- 
day. An unregistered, family- 
nm fireworks factory in 
Toncbeng city' in eastern 
China's Anhui province 
exploded Saturday, causing the 
fewstorey. eight-room tinkl- 
ing to collapse and killing 14 
P&ple, the official Xinhua 
News Agency said. Three peo- 
pk were seriously injured 
Qewn of the dead were the 
children of relatives and neigh- 
bours who were doing odd jobs 
in the factory, the report said. 

Egypt buries 
eight victims of 
Soccer stampede 

ALEXANDRIA (R) — Eght 
■ EgjptfaiK entshed to death in a 
JWKr stadium stampede were 
toned in the Mediterranean 
•% of Alexandria on Tuesday, 
°®cials said. At least 14pecple 
^ sarously injured as thou- 
sands of football fans rushed 
®to Afexandria stadium to 
the start of a national 
pre-quaiifier on Mon- 
toy everting. Security sources 
^ a jpreliminaiy pofice inves- 
?S3tion.had shown that orgam 
fcas had cpaied the stadium 
0® only a few minuies 
tof<se kki-off time, prompt- 
sftectatws to rush down a 
.^weere wide conidor to 
tfia ^ their seats. 


U.S. plane hits Iraq radar King receives British 
Site; Gulf tensions rise Foreign Secretary Cook 


WASHINGTON iRj — a 
U.S. warplane tired a missile 
at a radar site in a Western- 
imposed no-dy zone in north- 
ern Iraq on Tuesday, the sec- 
ond such incident in two da vs. 
as tension rose in the Gulf 
urea. 

The attack took place as Iraq 
stepped up a verbal blitz 
against Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait, accusing them ol con- 
spiring with the United State* 
and Britain against Iraq. 

A U.S. National Security 
Council spokesman said the 
U.S. F- 16 jet that attacked the 
missile site returned safely to 
its base at Inciriik in southern 
Turkey. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen said the United 
States would not give ground 
in enforcing no-fly zones over 
northern and southern Iraq, 
imposed after Baghdad’s 1990 
invasion of Kuwait and the 
campaign to drive it out the 
following year. 

He said Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein was becoming 
more "frantic and agitated." 

White House spokesman Joe 
Lockhart added later "it’s 
been our experience that in 
times when he is isolated and 
frustrated, he tries to lash oul 
and we think now he is in a 
position where he has never 
been so isolated and never 
been so frustrated." 

U.S. President Bill Clinton's 
national security adviser. 
Sandy Berger, said at an amts 
non-proliferation conference 
in Washington that the United 
States would use all its means, 
including if necessary more 
force, to persuade Iraq to com- 
ply with ILY resolutions. 

Fears of a fresh Gulf crisis 
rose as Arab media maintained 
attacks on Iraq ahead of ;in 
.Arab foreign ministers’ meet- 
ing in Cairo on January' 24. 

Commentators in some Gulf 
Arab newspapers said Bagh- 
dad’s recent verbal assault* on 



.AMMAN i J-T. I — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday received at his resi- 
dence British Foreign Secre- 
tary Robin Cook, who deliv- 
ered a letter from Queen Eliz- 
abeth expressing her good 
wishes for his recovery, as 
well a* conveying the good 
wishes of the British govern- 
ment. the Jordan Information 
Bureau in London said in a 
press release. 

During their meeting. Cook 
expressed the British govern- 
ment's appreciation of the 
valuable role the King has 
played in helping overcome 


the obstacles that the Middle 
East peace process has been 
facing. 

The foreign secretin also 
spoke of the high regard in 
which the King is held by all 
the parties involved in the 
peace process, and of the 
British government's recog- 
nition of the \ ital role his con- 
tribution has made, and con- 
tinues to make, to peace in 
the Middle East. 

Cook also exchanged views 
with the King on a number of 
regional and bilateral issues. 

The King and Cook agreed 
that Iraq .should uphold U.N. 


Security Council resolutions, 
a Foreign Office spokesman 
said. 

During their half-hour 
meeting, Lhe two men con- 
curred on the “need for Iraq 
to adhere to U.N. Security 
Council resolutions, particu- 
larly on weapons of mass 
destruction.” the spokesman 
said. 

He added they also shared 
concerns about "improving 
the humanitarian situation of 
the Iraqi people" 

King Hussein is expected to 
meet with Prime Minister 
Tony Blair on Thursday. 


Ross holds separate talks 
with Arafat, Netanyahu 

An Iraqi woman Tuesday sells a man a can of powdered milk at Shorja market in ShSTOPl TSflJSSS COflCBSSiOnS tO plS 3 SG U.S. 
Baghdad. Some of the women gathered in the market were selling milk they received , , .. , 

as rations from the government or from humanitarian aid in the north of Iraq, to buy- 
other goods I Reuters photo) 


its neighbours were similar to 
those on the eve of Iraq’s inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
tlNAl quoted a parliamentary 
spokesman as saying that 
Iraq's National Assembly con- 
demned Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait, accusing them of col- 
laborating in last month’s U.S. 
and British miiiiaiy strikes 
against Iraq. 

Kuwait said it had mobilised 
part of its military alter 
renewed Iraqi threats and had 
granted eight U.S. F-16 war- 
planes permission to deploy 
there to help deiend the tiny oil 
country against its former 
occupier. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright has 
announced visits to two key 
allies — Saudi Arabia and 
Egypt — to discuss Iraq later 
this month. 


The latest crisis erupted last 
year when Baghtlad re-fused 
further cooperation with U.N. 
amts monitors charged with 
dismantling its weapons of 
mass destruction. Iraq has 
demanded an end to sweeping 
U.N. sanctions imposed w hen 
it invaded Kuwait 

The United Stines and 
Britain bundled a four-day 
bombing and missile cam- 
paign against Iraq in Decem- 
ber a* a result. 

The head of the U.N. arms 
inspection team. Australian 
Richard Butler, has suspended 
llieiits of U.S. ll-2 spy planes 
over Iraq while the U.N. Secu- 
rity Council debuted the future 
or the operation to control 
Baghdad's armament*. 

in Ankara, Turkey* new 
prime minister. Buleni Ecevit, 
on Tuesday criticised die Unit- 
ed States for hnvine no clear 


policy aim* in its confrontation 
with Iraq. "1 don't understand 
what the United States wants 
to achieve. 

They have tactics, but no 
policy or strategy." he said on 
the NTV telev ision channel. 

Bui he forc-ow no change in 
the statu* of the joint U.S.- 
Turkish air base at Inciriik. 

In London, British officials 
dismissed French proposals on 
how to end tire crisis over 
Baglkitd’s weapons of mass 
destruction, underlining the 
deep splits among die major 
powers on what to do. 

"The French want a moni- 
toring mission in Iraq but w ith- 
out a disarmament role. This is 
ubsohiteh not acceptable to 
Britain because it rev.anJs Iraq 
for not cooperating witii 
UNSCOM. It doesn't make 
sense." a senior official told 
repiMlerv 


Jewish serial stabber suspected 
in latest Jerusalem attack on Arab 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Rl — .An .Arab man was 
stabbed and seriously 
wounded in Jerusalem on 
Tuesday in an attack that 
appeared to be the wort: of a _ 
suspected- Jewish serial 
knifer. Israeli authorities 
said. 

Prime Minister Benyumin 
Netanyahu said police were 
actively pursuing the 
assailant who might be 
responsible for etghi previ- 
ous stabbings. 


"It looks like the same ser- 
ial murderer that we re look- 
ing for. I still can’t say this 
detini lively but that's the way 
it appears." Netanyahu fold 
reporters. . 

Jerusalem police comman- 
der Yair-Yiizhuki said there 
were .similarities between 
Tuesday* attack and previ- 
ous stabbings in Jerusalem in 
lhe past year, mostly in the 
ultra-Onhodox Jewish 
neighbourhood of Mea 
Shearim. 


Tlve 57-ycar-old Arab 
Jerusalem res idem was 
slabbed near Mea Shearim at 
around 5:30 a.m. (0330 
GMTJ as he made hi* way to 
work. Nine Arabs have been 
slabbed in the past year in 
Jerusalem, two fatally. 

Yiizhuki cited the neigh- 
bourhood. the rime of (he 
attack and the single knife 
wound as elements that 
likened Tuesday's anack to 
previous ones. The knifings 
beam in fate 1997. 


Last month a Palestinian 
was slabbed to death in 
Jerusalem. 

Israel Radio stud at the 
time markings on the knile 
led police to suspect u Jewish 
assailant carried out the 
attack. 

Police have said previously 
they suspect die alleged seri- 
al slabber is out to avenge the 
killing* of Jews by Palestini- 
an* in Jerusalem. A court has 
banned publication of some 
details of the Mabbines. 


Agencies 

U.S. MIDDLE East envoy 
Dennis Ross shuttled 
between Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat on Tuesday in a bid to 
advance stalled Middle Easi 
peacemaking. 

Neither Ross nor 
Netanyahu addressed 
reporters after they held 90 
minutes of elosed-door talks 
in Jerusalem. Ross also held 
separate talks with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon, an Israeli source 
said. 

The U.S. envoy then trav- 
elled to Palestinian-ruled 
Ranvallah in the West Bank 
to meet Arafat. 

Earlier. Ross said the Unit- 
ed States, w hich brokered the 
last two interim peace agree- 
ments between Israel and the 
Palestinians, will play a 
much les* active role in talks 
on a permanent accord. 

A final peace agreement 
would draw die final border 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tinian entity and determine 
the -.tarus of Jerusalem. Jew - 
ish settlements and Palestin- 
ian refugees. 

"Permanent status is not 
something that should be 
mediated. " said Ross, who 
has spent hundred* of hours 
shuttling between Israeli and 
Palestinian negotiators in 
attempts to get interim peace 
agreements implemented. 

In final status talks, “the 
two sides are dealing with 
existential questions that 
must be negotiated by them." 
Ross said in a roundtable dis- 
cussion organised by the 
Peres Centre for Peace. 

'They must leant to live 
together. The only wav to 


leum to live together is to 
leam to hammer out difficul- 
ties." Ross said. 

Meanwhile, Sharon 
brushed aside U.S. displea- 
sure with Israel’s refusal to 
carry out West Bank with- 
drawals promised under a 
U.S.-brokered peace accord. 

Sharon acknowledged that 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright had 
declined to meet with him 
during a recent visit to the 
United States and left Israel 
off her itinerary for -an 
upcoming visit to the region, 
calling it “a sad situation.” 

But he went on to reject 
U.S. appeals that Israel 
resume implementation of 
the Wye River peace accord, 
which requires Israel to with- 
draw from more of the West 
Bank but which was frozen 
by Sharon's government last 
month. 

"A state should not have to 
pay for a meeting." Sharon 
told reporters when asked 
about .Albright’s snubs. 

"Thai is tiie situation, we 
are taking care of the most 
important and crucial 
issue*... that will affect life 
here for many, many years to 
come. This is the right and 
duty of the government.” he 
said. 

Despite the problems. 
Sharon insisted that Israeli- 
U.S. relations remained 
“strong” and stressed he 
spoke' regularly with 
Albright by telephone. 

Sharon accused the Pales- 
tinian National Authority of 
failing to meet most of its 
obligations under the Wye 
accord, which required the 
Palestinians to take a series 
of measure* to crack down 
on militant violence against 
Israel. 


He specifically accused the 
PNA of failing to round up 
illegal weapons in areas 
under its control, including 
heavy weaponry like anti- 
tank and anti-aircraft mis- 
siles allegedly in the hands of 
Palestinian security services. 

The United Stales, which 
was tasked with monitoring 
implementation of Wye 
River, has disagreed and 
called on Israel to cany out 
its obligations under the deal, 
but to no avail. 

When U.S. President Bill 
Clinton visited Israel and the 
Palestinian territories in 
December in an unsuccessful 
bid to get the Wye accord 
back on track, he said 
Albright would return to the 
region within weeks for fur- 
ther peace efforts. 

But the State Department 
announced last week that 
Albright would not be com- 
ing. given Israel’s decision to 
freeze implementation of the 
accord. The secretary of state 
will instead be visiting Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt later this 
month. 

Interview'ed on Israel radio. 
Sharon rejected criticism 
from Egyptian Foreign Min- 
ister Amr Musa, w ho blamed 
Israel for stopping the peace 
process in remarks Monday 
in Tel Aviv. Egypt is one of 
only two Arab states at peace 
with Israel. 

Sharon said that instead of 
joining anti-Israel attacks. 
Musa should agree that com- 
mitments must be carried 
out. 

The United Stales raised its 
profile in the Jsrael-PaJesiin- 
ian negotiations after 
Netanyahu, a one-time oppo- 
nent of the peace agree- 
ments. came to power in 
May 1996. 


U.S. donors meet Netanyahu, France presenting Iraq proposals to ‘big five’ 

rival riaht-wina candidates UNITED NATIONS ‘The ideas will be pre- lifting the eight-year-old The French proposals 

I 1 VUI > ■ JJ W < AFP) — France wa.x to semed in a verv general embargo, diplomats say. come as the 15-member 


TEL AVIV (.AFP) — U.S. 
millionaire Irving Moskovvitz. 
a major financier of Jewish 
.settlements in the West Bunk 
and Arab east Jerusalem, met 
Prime Minister Benyumin 
Netanyahu Tuesday to discus* 
how to help lite Israeli right 
win national elections in May. 

AVc need to help the right- 
wing political parties remain 
in government and prevent the 
disaster which would result tl 
ifte leftwins wins the elec- 
tions.” Moscowitz said before 
meeting with Netanyahu. 

Moscowitz arrived in Israel 
Monday with 14 other influen- 
tial Jewish .American donors to 
discuss the upcoming elec- 
tions. . 

In a statement, the group 
said their main concern was 
the fate ot more than 16 U.UUU 
Jewish setikrs living m the 
West Bank and Gaza bmp and 
nho sav their timm> haw 


been compromised by land: 
J'or-peace accord* with the 
Palestinians. 

Mo*kowii7. met with settler 
leader* late Monday and plans 
to hold talks with right-wing 
hardliners who arc challenging 
Netanyahu few the prime min- 
ister's job. 

The Miami millionaire con- 
tributed to Netanyahu'.* 19% 
election campaign but ha* - not 
yet said if he will support u 
specific autdidaie in die May 
17 polls. 

Netanyahu infuriated the 
hard-line Israeli right, and tlteir 
American backers, by agree- 
ing to cede more West Bank 
land to the Palestinians under 
the Wye River peace accord 
signed in October. 

His coalition collapsed last 
month due lo a right-wing 
revolt over the Wye agree- 
ment but Netanyahu later sus- 
pended the promised West 


Bank pullbacks, citing what he 
said were Palestinian viola- 
tions of the accord. 

Three hawks from 
Netanyahu s Likud party have 
already announced that they 
will challenge him for the 
prime minister’s post, Benny 
Begin. Uzi Landau and Mt>she 
Arens, a former cfctease min- 
ister and one-time mentor of 
tite current premier. 

A member of the Moscowitz 
ream. New York City council- 
lor Dov Rifkind- said the 
group would try to convince 
these rivals not to splinter the 
right in the elections. 

"We need to join in one 
force against die left,” he told 
AFP. 

Moskowitz i* a key 
bankroller of the radical Jew- 
ish group Aieret Cohanim. 
which spearheads effort* to 
settle Jews in Palestinian pan.* 
of annexed cast Jerusalem. 


UNITED NATIONS 
(AFP) — France was io 
present to the other four 
U.N. Security Council 
permanent members on 
Tuesday the "general out- 
line" of its proposals for a 
new arm* monitoring sys- 
tem in Iraq. Western 
diplomats said. 

A Western diplomat 
told AFP that French 
Ambassador Alain 
Dejammei would explain 
the ideas for the first time 
to U.N. envoys of Britain, 
China. Russia and the 
United State* at a elosed- 
door meeting later in the 
day. 

Dejammei met with 
U.N. chief Kofi Annan on 
Tuesday. and was 
believed to have given 
derails of the French ini- 
tiative to the secretary 
general at that private 
meeting. 


'The ideas will be pre- 
sented in a verv’ general 
way" to the other perma- 
nent members, at the 
meeting of the five per- 
manent council members 
called at France's 

request, the diplomat 
said. 

The French proposal* 
notably call for the lifting 
of the U.N. oil embargo, 
which is linked to Iraqi 
disarmament, and for a 
new monitoring system to 
be put in place to ensure 
that Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein does not 
rebuild his weapons of 
mass destruction arsenal. 

The proposals have 
been discussed informal- 
ly in capitals in the wake 
of the December U.S. and 
British air strikes on Iraq. 
but have so far failed to 
win U.S. and British 
approval on the issue of 


lifting the eight-year-old 
embargo, diplomats say. 

French Foreign Minis- 
ter Hubert Vedrine said 
after talks in Moscow on 
Tuesday with hi* Russian 
counterpart Igor Ivdnov 
that France would submit 
to the U.N. Security 
Council its ideas “to 
resolve the current situa- 
tion and redirect the U.N. 
vigilance method*.’’ 

"An effective system to 
control Iraqi weapons 
must be created, and at 
the same time we must 
help relieve the Iraqi peo- 
ple. who huve lived under 
very' difficult conditions 
for seven years now," he 
said. 

Vedrine added; “There 
ure Russian ideas, there 
are French ideas, they are 
close and complemen- 
tary. but there is not a sin- 
gle procedure." 


The French proposals 
come as the 15-member 
Security Council is about 
io resume discussion* 
attempting to rebuild Iraq 
policy in the aftermath of 
the air strikes, after 
which Iraq vowed that the 
U.N. weapons inspector* 
with the LLN. Special 
Commission would never 
be allowed to return. 

However an Iraqi diplo- 
mat on Tuesday 
expressed scepticism 
about the French propos- 
als, seen as maintaining a 
military embargo on Iraq. 

"Iraq would support 
ideas that lift die sanc- 
tions. and take into 
account the legitimate 
demands of Iraq,” the 
diplomat said. 

"But Iraq will not sup- 
port ideas which impose 
new measures." , 
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Turkish Premier Ecevit 
pledges secularist path 


ANKARA (R ) — New Turkish 
Prime Minister Buleni Ecevit 
an Tuesday outlined his 
staunchly secularist programme 
in a speech to parliament by 
vowing to follow the principles 
of Ankara’s secularist founder 
Mustafa Kemal Atarnrk. 

‘To all the problems we may 
face, we shall seek solutions in 
the enlightened path of timeless 
leader Aiarurk." said EceviL 
whose new minority govern- 
ment will lead the country to 
polls in April. 

Ataturk forced overwhelm- 
ingly Muslim Turkey as a secu- 
lar country in 1925 and has 
remained a dominant political 
figure. 

Vfeteran Ecevit became pre- 
mier cm Monday at the head of 
a minority government after six 
weeks of political crisis. Ten- 
sion between the secularist 
army and main opposition 
Islamists has risen in recent 
days. 

the leftist leader managed to 
gamer outside support from two 


rival conservative parties. Tlie 
powerful military has called 
several times in the last 10 days 
for an end to political instability. 

EceviL three times prime 
minister in the 1970s. acknowl- 
edged that the new administra- 
tion does not have enough time 
to make a marie because of elec- 
tions set far April 18. 

However, economic woes at 
home and differences with 
NATO ally Italy over the fare of 
a Kurdish leader in Rome are 
concerns he has to deal with. 
Ecevit repeated previous 
promises to pass urgently a 
1999 bucket and banking bill, 
reform the costly social security 
system and grant union rights to 
public sector employees. 

He also pledged to keep up 
the fight against inflation. 

Annual wholesale price infla- 
tion dived to 54 per cent in 
December from 91 per cent a 
year earlier. 

Istanbul shares ended 0. 1 0 per 
cent lower as Ecevit made the 
speech, designed to reinforce 


parliamentary support ahead of 

a confidence vote scheduled for 
Sunday. Ecevit is likely to win 
the vote. 

The main opposition Islamist 
Virtue Party and secularist par- 
ries are expected to compete 
fiercely in the upcoming polls. 

Virtue, the biggest grouping 
in the parliament, is tipped to do 
well at the polls despite suffer- 
ing from a two-year legal 
onslaught inspired by the army. 
It has already launched an elec- 
tion campaign. Friction 
between the Islamists and the 
military, which staged three 
coups since 1960s. increased at 
the weekend when the military 
said that Virtue could be out- 
lawed for allegedly threatening 
democracy and Turkey's secu- 
lar constitution. Ecevit said his 
administration would push 
ahead with the implementation 
of an eight-year compulsory 
education system, aimed at cut- 
ting grassroot support for 
Islamists. 



Turkish Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit (left) is applauded after presenting his new cabi- 
net and programme at the Turkish parliament in Ankara, on Tuesday (Reuters photo) 

Turkey’s policy on Cyprus will not change’ 


Baghdad wants better 
relations with Tehran 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi 
Vice President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan told a senior Iran- 
ian official that Baghdad 
wanted to improve its Lies 
with Iran, the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) reported on 
Tuesday. 

During a meeting with the 
visiting undersecretary of 
Iran’s Foreign Ministry. 
Mohammad Reza Sadr. 
INA said Ramadan invited 
Iranian Vice President Has- 
san Habibi to visit Iraq to 
further improve relations. 

“•Vice President of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
Habibi is invited to visit 
Iraq to bring viewpoints 


closer between the two 
Muslim countries.” INA 
quoted Ramadan as saying. 

The government newspa- 
per A1 Junihouriya said 
Sadr was sent by Iranian 
leader Mohammad Khata- 
mi to President Saddam 
Hussein. 

Ramadan also praised 
Iran’s stand during last 
month's U.S. and British air 
strikes against Iraq, which 
Tehran opposed. 

He said committees from 
both countries were holding 
meetings to solve all pend- 
ing issues between Bagh- 
dad and Tehran. 

Iraq and Iran, which 


fought an eight-year war in 
the 1980s, have held a 
series of talks to tackle 
thorny issues including the 
release of remaining pris- 
oners. 

Iraq opened its border 
with Iran in 1997 and last 
year commissioned a 
checkpoint complex near 
the Iraqi border town of 
Mundhiriya. Since then, 
several thousand Iranian 
pilgrims have crossed the 
border to visit Shi’ite Mus- 
lim shrines ir> Iraq for the ' 
first time in 17 years. 


Iraqi Kurd group calls for 
expanded no-fly zone 


ANKARA (Rl — An Iraqi 
Kurdish -faction has called 
for the Western-imposed 
no-fly zone in the north of 
Iraq to be expanded to cover 
all of a Kurdish-held 
enclave that challenges 
President Saddam Hus- 
sein's authority. 

Baghdad has refused to 
recognise the legitimacy of 
the air exclusion zones in 
northern and southern Iraq. 
U.S. warplanes patrolling 
the north attacked Iraqi air 
defence installations in the 
area on Monday and Tues- 
day. 

U.S. and British planes. 


based in Turkey, monitor 
airspace north of the 36th 
Parallel, covering govern- 
ment-controlled territory as 
well as a large swathe of the 
Kurdish enclave that split 
from Baghdad after the 
1991 Gulf War. 

“The international com- 
munity should enhance 
Iraqi Kurdistan’s security 
by extending the no-fly 
zone to cover the 40 per 
cent of Iraqi Kurdish territo- 
ry not presently patrolled,” 
the Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK) said in a state- 
ment faxed to Reuters- on 
Tuesday. 


The PUK is based in the 
town of Sulaymaniyah, 
south of the 36th Parallel 
and outside the cover of the 
patrols. Iraqi opposition to 
the no-fly zones, set up to 
protect Kurds in the north 
and Shiite Muslims in the 
south, has alarmed the two 
. rival factions that run the 
Kurdish-held enclave. 

In a meeting between the 
leaders of the two groups at 
the weekend. Massoud 
Barzani and the PUK’s Jalal 
Talabani agreed to put aside 
their differences in view of 
the tense situation. 


ANKARA (.AFP) — Turk- 
ish Prime Minister Bulent 
Ecevit said Tuesday that his 
new government would not 
waver in its support the 
breakaway Turkish Repub- 
lic of Northern Cyprus 
(TRNC). which is recog- 
nised only by Ankara. 

“The fact that the Greek- 
Cypriot government had to 
go back on deploying Russ- 
ian missiles on the south of 
the island was a result of 
the process of strengthen- 
ing relations between 
Turkey and the TRNC. That 

Israel OK for 
regular flights 
to Gaza 

TEL AVIV lAFP) — Israel 
gave formal authorisation 
Tuesday for Egyptian and 
Jordanian airlines to make 
regular flights to the new 
Palestinian airport in the 
Gaza Strip, the -foreign min- 
istry said. 

Under the decision. Royal 
Jordanian and EgyptAir will 
be able to schedule two 
weekly flights into the air- 
port, located at the southern 
tip of the Gaza Strip. 

■ The Palestinian National 
Authority also plans to devel- 
op air Jinks with Saudi .Ara- 
bia. Morocco and Cyprus. 

Since the opening of the 
airport in November under 
the terms of the U.S.-bix>- 
kered Wye River peace 
agreement, Israel had given 
permission for (lights in and 
out of Gaza on a case-by-case 
basis. - 

The foreign ministry said 
the decision to authorize reg- 
ular flights followed unspeci- 
fied “modifications” by the 
Palestinian Authority con- 
cerning the functioning of the 
airport, where security is 
under joint Israeli-PaJestinian 
control. 


process will continue under 
our government.” Ecevit 
told the Turkish parliament 

Ecevit — who as prime 
minister in 1974 ordered 
the Turkish invasion of 
northern Cyprus which 
divided the island — said 
that a confederation of the 
two sides was the only real- 
istic political solution. 

“The existence of two 
states in Cyprus is an unde- 
niable reality... our govern- 
ment supports the proposal 
by TRNC President Rauf 
Denktash for the creation of 


a confederation on the 
island to solve the Cyprus 
problem.” he said. 

Denktash has repearedly 
called for a confederation 
on the island based on 
international recognition of 
the TRNC. Both Athens 
and Nicosia are opposed to 
the plan. The Greek-Cypri- 
ot government in Nicosia 
last month opted not to take 
delivery of Russian-made 
anti-aircraft missiles after 
.Ankara’s threats to destroy 
them if they were deployed 
on the island. 


Algerian MPs approve 
Hamdani’s programme 


ALGIERS (R) — .Algeria’s 
parliament approved the gov- 
ernment programme of newly 
appointed Prime Minister 
Ismail Hamdani after a three- 
dav debate on Tuesday , offi- 
cials said. 

"There was no vote-count- 
ing as the majority approved 
the programme.” a senior offi- 
cial told Reuters. 

“As expected, those who ' 
voted against were the Rally 
for Culture and Democracy 
(RCD) party- and the Work- 
ers’ party-. But they are too 
small to make a difference.” 
he added. 

Deputies from, the RCD. 
which has 19 seats in the 380- 
member parliament have 
blasted Hamdani’s plan as a 
copy of the programme of his 
predecessor Ahmad Ouyahia 
\vho resigned last month. 

Officials said that many 
deputies from the Nahda 
party which controls 34 seats 
abstained in the voting. 

Nahda is seriously split 
after its leader Abdullah 
Jaballah joined leaders from 
four other parties in efforts to 
foige a common stance to 
confront what they see as an 
attempt by the army to 
impose Algeria’s next presi- 


dent in a poll due in April. 

Party officials said Jaballah 
was angered by a decision by 
his party’s poiitburo to sup- 
port the army-backed former 
Foreign Minister Abduiaziz 
Borne flika to replace outgo- 
ing President Liamine Zer- 
oual. 

Hamdani has pledged to 
fight rising unemployment, 
officially estimated at 30-per 
cenL through the creation of 
850.000 jobs over the next 
four years and to deal with a 
chronic housing shortage, 
especially for young people. 

But opposition leaders and 
diplomats see him just as a 
transitional prime minister 
until the election. “Ail that the 
Algerians are getting from 
successive governments are 
empty promises.” Khalida 
Toumi front the RCD *aid, 
commenting on Hamdani's 
speech to parliament on Sun- 
day. 

“They have tasted these 
promises. But the reality is 
rising unemployment higher 
costs of living, violation of 
human rights and more 
killings by armed groups.” 
she added, referring to radical 
Islamists. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sudanese militias clash in Juba 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan has ordered all pro-government 
armed factions to leave the southern town of Juba after six 
militiamen were killed and several were wounded in a week- 
end grenade atrack, an official said on Tuesday. Bahr A! 
Jabel Governor Henry Jada said that a shootout on Monday : 
between two rival factions also contributed to the gover- 
menl’s decision. “The decision is now being implemented 
and some of the groups have been sent to the eastern and 
western banks of the river Nile.” Jada told Ratters by tele- 
phone from Juba. 

Yemen expels 700 Africans 

SANAA (AFP) — Yemen expelled more than 700 Africans 
at the end of last year, mostly from Somalia and Ethiopia 
across the Gulf of Aden and Red Sea, police announced on 
Tuesday. General Sharaf A1 Mushiki, police chief in die port 
city of Hodeida, said a total of 740 refugees from the Horn 
of Africa were expelled in the last weeks of 199S. They were 
part of a group of almost 1.000 Africans who were detained 
for illegal entry, said Mushiki, quoted in the weekly A1 
MithaqTThe rest were to be expelled “in the coming days” 

Five Arab ministers to discuss Iraq 

CAIRO fR) — Foreign ministers from five Arab countries 
will hold talks in Egypt in the next few* days to prepare for 
this month’s Arab" League ministerial meeting on Iraq, 
Egypt’s Foreign Minister Amr Musa said on Tuesday. Last 
month's U.S.-led air strikes on Iraq exposed sharp differ- 
ences among Arab states with some condemning the raids 
and others blaming Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. “In the 
next few days there will be a consultative meeting of foreign 
ministers of Saudi Arabia, Syria. Yemen, Oman and Egypt,” 
he told reporters. 

PNA recovers over 40 stolen cars 

RAMALLAH (AFP) — Palestinian police are due to hand 
over more than 40 stolen Israeli cars recovered in raids in the 
north of the West Bank, a police official said Tuesday. The 
head of Palestinian police liaison in the West Bank, AouniAl 
Samari, told AFP that 41 stolen vehicles along with a variety 
of spare parts had been found in raids carried out by Pales- 
tinian police in the Jenin area. Nearby, Israeli police and 
troops had sealed off the Palestinian village ofShweiki in tbs 
Tulkarem region in an effort to find stolen cars, Palestiniai 
security sources said. 

Egyptian killed in building collapse j 

CAIRO (AFP) — A man was killed and his wife and son 
were injured when the roof collapsed on their building in the 
Egyptian city of Alexandria, the government newspaper Al 
Akhbar reported Tuesday. Monday’s accident followed flic 
collapse of a building in Cairo over the weekend in which six 
people were killed. In the Alexandria incident, 

Khatami to visit Saudi Arabia 

RIYADH (AP) — Iranian President Mohammad Khaisui 
will visit Saudi Arabia in March, the daily AI Fiyad report- 
ed Tuesday. Khatami's visit is at the invitation of Crown 
Prince Abdullah, and die two officials will discuss develop- 
ments In the Gulfrthe Middle East peace process and tbr 
slump in global oil prices, the Arabic-language paper said 

Iranian drug traffickers arrested 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwaiti police have arrested 
three Iranian drag traffickers and seized some two kilos of 
opium, the interior ministry said Tuesday. The opium was 
hidden inside wooden picture frames, said a statement from 
the ministry, quoted by the official KUNA news agency. 

U.N.’s Cyprus representative to meet 

NICOSIA ■ AFP-l — U.N. permanent representative’ to 
Cyprus Ann Hercus will travel to London Wednesday for 
talks with British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook and 
then meet LLN. chief Kofi Annan in New York, the Umt : 
ed Nations said Tuesday. “Both meetings will focus on 
the U.N.’s 1999 agenda’ of efforts to resolve the Cyprus 
problem,” the United Nations Peace-keeping Force in 
Cyprus (UNFICYP) said in a statement. Hercus met 
Monday with Cypriot President Glafcos Clerides for the 
first time since Cyprus decided against the deployment 
of controversial Russian-made missiles in the south of 
this eastern Mediterranean island. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Cartoon - The Adven- 
tures of Teddy Ruxpitf . 
15:30 Children's Programme 
— Halfway to Cross the 
Galaxy and Turn Left 
16:00 ..French Documentary 
16:30 iCh. 2 links with Ch. it 

17:00 French programme 

18:15 Omar Ben Abdul Aziz 

19:00 -....Le .Journal 

19:15 Words of Wisdom 

19:30 News headlines 

19:35 ...Comedy -- 2 Point 4 
Children 

20:00 Islam m a Changing World 

20:30 Drama -NYPD Blue 

21:15 The Great Moments of 
Science and Technology 

21:30 Faces and Places 

22:00 News in English 

22 JO Cover Story 

23:10 .The Album Show 

23:59 End of T.X. 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:56 Fajr 

05:11 (Sunrise)Duha 

11:44 Dhuhr 

14:33 l Asr 

16:56..., Maahreb 

18:18 /Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Teb- 
4632785 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


St Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Terra Sanda Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624S53A62481I. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477 1751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5653404 
The Evangelical Local Church' 
in Amman TeL 5 81 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Safle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 

464613S 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh Tel. 5920146 
The Uniate Cathode Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

46281152 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TtL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 


Moderate weather conditioos 
will prevail during the day 
becoming cool at night. 
Clouds will appear at different 
altitudes and winds southeast- 
erly moderate. In Aqaba, it 
will be warm to moderate, 
winds northerly moderate, 
and seas calm. 

Amman .. 03/17 


Aqaba : 

....08/22 

....02/18 

Jordan Valley 

....09/23 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 

Amman 17, Aqaba-22 

Humid- 

ity readings: Amman 

25 per 

cent, Aqaba 24 per cent. 

Following are the tempera- 
tures expected today in the fol- 

lowing areas: 


Ajloun 

....04/1 1 

Jerash ■. 

....07/19 

Cm Qays 

....04/17 

Madaba 

....05/17 

Petra 

,...05/18 

Dead Sea 

....12/24 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS' 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Khalil AI Tnstoq.4757253 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 5332642 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim.. ...5350432 
Dr. Wafiq Qaddumi 4893542 


AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

AI Salam Pharmacy .4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537004 
Rukn AI Dawa Pharmacy 5536169 

ERBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneh (02)250080 
Fou’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Nabhan (09)385 1743 
Palestine P6armacy..(09)983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre.... .4637 1 1 1 
Civil Deferce Deportment 5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 1 99 

Rescue Fofoe 192.4621 1 1 1.4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police J 343402 

Traffic olice. -..4S96390 

Public Security Dept.._4630321 

Hotel Complaints... 5605800 

Price Complaints .5661 176 

Vv^&Sewcr^rCcrTpkHifc 4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 

plainis 47871 1 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

4623301 

Abdali TeL Reptirs .5661 101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan ..- 47741 1 1 

Water Authority .5680100 


J. Electricity Authority .58156] 5 

Electric Power Co. 4636381 

RJ Flight. Information 44-53200 
Queeo .Alia IntL Airport -44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery _J921 199 

The Islamic. Abcfli . — 5666131/7^ 
Hussein Medical Centre_5856856 

Luzmila .4630195 

Khalidi Maternity .4644281/6 

AkiJeh Maternity.—- 4642441/2 
Jabai Amman Maternity— 4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. —4636140 
Palestine. Shmeisam —560707 J 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital .5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-MuasherHospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 56641 64/6 

Italian. Al-Muhqjreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. — 47751 1 1/26 

Army, Marka 489161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5 1571 00 

AmaJ Hospital 5607155 

AI Amal Cancer Centre -5353000 
* 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt, Hospital 

.(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital . — (09)986731 
AI HScma Modem Hospital 
.(09)990990 

BREED: 

Princess Basma Hospital 


(02)275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Aj Nafees Hospital 

J. 02 >7101 372. (02)7 103 10 1 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831.(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital (02)71(33100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital (03)20 14] 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AHA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied bv 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 { 52700 Jl Information on 
Royal H&rijy flights can be sup- 
plied cm phone 4575201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:30 Damascus (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi tRJ) 

09:55 ....Lamaca (RJ; 

15:00 .New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

16:55 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:45 Rome (RJ) 


17:55 Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 
18:15 .—Madrid. Berlin (RJ) 
18:45 ....Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

23:10 Beirut (RJ) 

23:59 : Cairo (RJ1 

Other Flights 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

10:30 Jeddah (SV) 

12:20 Kuwait (KU) 

13:10 Tunis (TU) 

13:20 Bahrain (GF) 

14:05 Rome (AZ)- 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15 JO * Algiers (AH) 

18:05 Karachi, Abu Dhabi (PK) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

19:15 Frankfurt (LH) 

00:55 London. Damascus (BA) 

01:25 Athens fOA) 

0 2: 00 Rome(AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09tS0 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

WfclQ.-Aqaba laniving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

ItiHKLAqaba (aniving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

18 JO Haifa (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

18:45 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) 

22:50 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW 

DEPARTURES 

£!; ”■■». Lamaca (RJ) 

ue.~5 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

W:3 ® Rome (Rj) 


—istanbul (Rft 

London (Rfl 

Colombo (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

-Riyadh (RJ) 

;...Bombay (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

....Bahrain, DohalRJ) 
...Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

.Sanaa (RB 

„..Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 
Jeddah <add)(RD 


11:40 
12:15 . 
19 JO. 
19:35 . 
20:00 
20:15 
20:25 
20:35 
21:00 
21:00 
22:45 
23:30 
00:40 


“Other Flights 

06:30 Lamaca (CY) 

07:25 Damascus, London-(BA) 

07:25 „J^ris(AR 

10:30 ’....Cairo (MS) 

12:00 .Medina, Jeddah (SV) 

13:20 Kuwait (KM 

14:10 Bahrain (GR 

14:10 „Ttinis(TU) 

15:30 Vienna (OS) 

15:30 JRoroe(AZ) 

16:20 Shatigafift*? 

19:30 AbuDhabL-K^rach)^ 1 

00:35 ^AmsaniamlKU 

02:45 Athens (OA) 

V % . J * 

Rgyal Wings (RW) ffig* : : 
07:00 Aqaba (from 
port)(RW) 

08i30..Aqaba 

port) iRW) , -7^^ 

(RW) 

16:30 Tel Aviv 
portXKW) 
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Home News 

American Muslims call for support from the region 
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HRH CROWN Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, Tuesday 
meets with Abdul Rahman 
Alamoudi, founder of the 
American Islamic Council, 
and Sharifeb A1 Khatib, 
founder of (he Council of Mus- 
lim Women in North America. 
The Regent underlined the 
importance of positive interac- 
tion between Muslims and 
other world cultures, com- 
menting that quiet and con- 
structive dialogues can high- 
light the common cultural 
denominators while respecting 
different views. (Petra photo) 


•it tv 





By Francesca Ciriad 

AMMAN — Islamic regimes 
have too often turned a deaf ear 
io the needs of American Mus- 
lim organisations which have 
been working hard for the past 
decade to combat discrimina- 
tion and Islamophobia and 
help Muslims find their right- 
ful place in American society, 
activists complain. 

While Arab and Muslim 
writers and politicians busy 
tbamselves dwelling on the 
influence of the powerful 
American Jewish lobby in 
shaping the foreign policy of 
the world’s only superpower, 
their oil-rich governments 
have put little, if any, effort in 
trying to empower American 
Muslims. 

M wish Saudi Arabia or 
Dubai would give us the equiv- 
alent of the price of just one of 
their jets,’’ said Abdurahman 
Alamoudi, founder and presi- 
dent of the Washington-based 
American Muslim Founda- 
tion. 

He was speaking Tuesday at 
a roundtable organised by the 
USAID at the American 
embassy. 

In less than one decade, the 
AMF, together with the Amer- 
ican Muslim Council, and 
another 10 American Muslim 
organisations at the national 
level along with some 400 
local groups-, have made great 
accomplishments. 

Alamoudi proudly noted that 
the third annual *£id Al Rtr 
banquet will be hosted at the 
White House, for the first time, 
on Jan. 20. while four Muslim 



chaplains have recently been 
appointed in the military, two 
Muslim women are currently 
working in U.S. Ftrsi Lady 
Hillary Clinton's office, and 
Arabic is now the second lan- 
guage in three public schools 
in Washington alone. 

But all this and more has 
been accomplished without 
help from any Islamic country: 
the AMC's pronouncement 
that it will never lobby for any 
Arab government probably 
has something to do with it. 

“We have asked for financial 
help for two teachers and .Ara- 
bic school texts to put together 
a curriculum, but no govern- 
ment gave a penny,” said Shar- 
ifa Khatib, founder and vice- 
president of the North Ameri- 
can Council for Muslim 
Women, established in 1992 
by 150 multi-ethnic women as 
an independent continent- 
wide organisation. 

During her 30-year work in 
the echelons of numerous 
Muslim organisations in the 
U.S.. Khatib, a second-genera- 
tion American, has not allowed 
discrimination to embitter her. 

“Once, ai a traffic tights, 
another driver pulled down the 
window and spai at me, shout- 
ing: ‘Go home.' I answered: ‘1 
am home’." 

To stop ffiscriminaiion 
against Muslims, and educate 
them to be an effective political 
force in America, the AMF and 
AMC have used a "pro-active 
and positive approach.” 

in the case of anti-Arab and 
anti-Muslim propaganda often 
reflected in Hollywood 
movies, for example, Muslim 


American groups have suc- 
cessfully stepped up public 
awareness campaigns, by 
engaging die media and dis- 
tributing leaflets to the public. 

"The release of the movie 
‘The Siege’ was accompanied 
by open-house in the mosques, 
and the result was, that the pro- 
ducers complained that our 
campaign killed the movie," 
.Alamoudi said. 

Khatib and Alamoudi told 
yesterday's roundtable partici- 
pants that resorting to the 
media to advance the cause of 
around 10 million American 
Muslims has been fruitful. 

"Media are not all bod. Cable 
News Network ran a fabulous 
series on Haj last year, and the 
Holy Month of Ramadan is 
usually reported on very well.” 
Alamoudi said. 

“We are trying not to con- 
centrate totally on national 
media, because 60 per cent of 
Americans take their informa- 
tion from the local media.” 
Khatib added. 

Muslim American organisa- 
tions have worked towards 
turning crises around to their 
benefit. ” One of the conse- 
quences of the Rushdie affair 
was that the .sale of the Holy 
Koran went up, and a lot of 
people were talking about 
Islam.” Alamoudi said. 

“The Muslim community 
has been slandered, but that 
has also happened in pan 
because we have isolated our- 
selves rather than make con- 
tacts with local and national 
authorities, or engaging with 
the media.” 

Among the greaiesL chal- 


lenges ahead for Muslim 
Americans is gaining represen- 
tation in Congress, since all 
Arah Americans currently sit- 
ting at Capitol Hill are Chris- 
tians. die two speakers said. 
Bui this could end .soon, as 
Khatib says slie is seriously 
considering running fur the 
Senate next year. 

Her long experience as an 
inter-cultural trainer of teach- 
ers and multicultural specialist 
has draught her that "American 
Muslim youth, from elemen- 
tary school up to college age, 
consider themselves part and 
parcel of America, and they are 
not likely to resort to violence.” 

In order to rectify miscon- 
ceptions and stereotypes of 
Islam and Muslims in the 
West, moderate Muslims need 
ro gain exposure. 

And in this process. Khatib 
said, Muslim women can play 
a crucial role. "The more [Peo- 
ple look ahead the more they 
buy in die idea of moderation, 
and women in particular tend 
to look at least 2U years ahead. 
to the future of ihcir children. 
and their children's children. 

“We leach women how to 
talk, starting from their hus- 
bands at home. and then how 
to get involved in a larger soci- 
ety. 

"We are trying to leam what 
our rights arc. and when dis- 
crimination happens, we arc 
felling people to turn around 
and see what they can do legal- 
ly to redress [the wrong they 
suffered]." 


What’s going on 

, - Special religious services 

• Special Christian and Muslim religious services will be conducted at different houses of worship to give thanks 
for His Majesty King Hussein's recovery and imminent return ro Jordan. On Thursday, Dee. 14. Jordanian Muslim 
women will hold special afternoon pravers at the various mosques in the Kingdom. On Saturday. Dec. 16. the Roman 
Catholic Bishop Salim Al Sayegh will "lead prayers at St. John de La Salle Church. Sharifa Zein Bint Nasser request- 
ed that prayers be organised through the Women’s Affairs Department at the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs. 

Film 

• “Conspiracy Theory" at Books® 1 Caff, Jabal Amman, on Thursday Jan. 14 ar J0:30 p.m. I Tel. 4650457). 

Play 

• “Al Bab Al “Ali” by Al-Dhiffah Group — Beil Al Kamneh tin Arabic) at the Royal Cultural Centre on Thursday 
Ian. 14 at 7:30 p.m. 

Exhibitions 

• Exhibition of ceramics, sculpture, and abstract (plastic) art by Jordanian. Iraqi, Syrian. Lebanese, and Sudanese 
artists at Hammourabi .Art Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 5536098), until Jan. 25^ 

• Exhibition of Nabataean silver jewellery' at the Jordan Design and Trade Centre, off Wadi Saqra Street, until Jan. 

15 (Tel. *i699l41/2). 

• The Warm Winter” — works by several artists at Orfali Art Gallery, Urn Urhaina t.TeJ. 5526932). until Feb. 1 


Customs Department halts 
tax exemption on new taxis 


By Mohan j mud 
Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — Taxi and scrv ice 
owners have complained that 
the Customs Department lias 
stopped granting customs 
exemptions to them after they 
have surrendered their elder 
vehicle* to die government for 
free in exchange lor the ability 
to pureltuso new vehicles Jury 
free, :tn official from the Dri- 
vers Union said Tuesday. 

However, officials fix>m the 
Jordan Customs Department 
said the department had io 
delay granting new exemptions 
because ihe department is 
preparing to issue a new cus- 
toms law. 

AcconJing u> the official, 
vvlto requested anonyntiiy. die 
law will he enacted this month 
with approval of the Council ol 
Ministers. 

Tlte official declined to give 
further details on the new iavv 


or on die amendments expect- 
ed to he made to the el Jer one. 

Under existing arrange- 
ments. owners of taxis and ser- 
vice ears may turn in their old 
vehicles to the Customs 
Department to qualify tor 
exemption fr om customs duties 
on replacement vehicles. 

Owners complain that the 
sudden hall in granting die 
exemption lias dealt them a 
substantial financial setback 
since they turned in their old 
- cars jo the government for free 
instead of selling them as used 
vehicles, denying them the 
profit needed u> replace their 
old vehicles and cover the cost 
of customs on cars and repay 
bunk loans withdrawn to pur- 
dweneu vehicles. 

“1 .iiii not working any more. 
I gjvc nn c.ir away m die gov- 
ernment in order to impale 
my living conditions, but tlte 
sudden decision has brought 
me a financail disaster, and 1 


barley can make my ends 
meet." said Mohammad Ali. a 
taxi owner waiting for the gov- 
ernment to issue him the 
exemption. 

Another driver complained 
ihar he prepared all the neces- 
sity document* and took a loan 
from the bank to buy with it the 
new car. He and others have to 
wait until "the government 
changes its mind.” 

"I have already bought a new 
car. and while it is collecting 
dust in the Zarqa Duty Free 
Zone 1 am lost because I am 
indebted io the bank with 
JDT.OhO.” complained another. 
“I have to pay JD25U a month 
to the bank, u hile 1 cannot tired 
my children." 

He >aid he has not worked 
for two months, and instead is 
waning, like the rest of his col- 
leagues. for the next decision to 
be Lilicn. 

"Tlicy should have warned 
us about this measure earlier in 


order that we would not 
involve ounelves in financial 
commitments we cannot hon- 
our.” he added 

The government’s three-year 
old measure was a dramatic 
boost to the transport sector, 
particularly in improving the 
quality of the taxis and service 
taxis on Jordan’s roads and in 
replacing the Kingdom ageing 
fleet of trucks. 

The measure was the latest in 
a programme implemented by 
the Ministry of Transport to 
improve the transport sector to 
accommodate an increase in 
foreign visitors after signing 
the 1994 peace treaty with 
Israel. 

Several thousand taxis were 
replaced after the government 
offered customs exemption for 
new vehicles if the old ones 
were surrendered to the Cus- 
toms Department. The depart- 
ment in turn, is selling them off, 
mostly as scrap. 


Writer apologises to Swiss ambassador 


AMMAN U.T.) — A leading 
newspaper columnist yester- 
day offered a written apolo- 
gies for comments published 
earlier slating that Switzer- 
land's new ly -elected presi- 
dent further consolidates 
Zionist aspirations uf world 
domination. 

Raja Ai Issa. an Al Ra i 
columnist and u founding 
fruiter of Jordan's press corps, 
wrote yesterday that he 
intended no offence to 
Switzerland in his article. 

“I would like to express my 
respect and admiration lor the 
Swiss democracy and rule, 
unique in the world, and to 
clarify that I did not intend 
any humiliation." wrote Issa. 

issa wrote oil Sunday dial 
the election of Ruth Dreifuss. 
the first woman and a Jew to 


be elected to the seat of 
S w iizerland's presidency, 
constituted a blow by world 
Zionism against the Swiss 
Confederation. He further 
wrote that world Zionism 
“came full circle” with her 
election which coincided with 
an initiative hy international 
Jewry, particularly in the 
United Slates, to pressure 
Switzerland to reach an 
agreement with Swiss Banks 
to collect nearly SI. 5 billion 
*»n behalf of Jew s of German 
descent. 

"1 hope that the ambassador 
did not misunderstand me 
when I said the election of the 
new president coincided with 
the Swiss- international Zion- 
ism agreement." Issa wrote in 
his apology. "(The agree- 
ment! forced | Swiss J banks to 


pay 51.5 billion in to the Ger- 
man Jews. The election also 
coincided with Israel’s pre- 
sentation of medals of appre- 
ciation to Americans who 
supported the agreement and 
pressed the hanks. (Dreifuss’ 
election! also coincided with 
the repealed cancellation or 
delay of Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
visit io Switzerland." Switzer- 
land's .Ambassador to Jonlan 
Gian Federico Pedotti w rote a 
scathing reply in Al Ra’i the 
next day. saying that Dreifuss 
had been democratically 
elected by the Swiss Parlia- 
ment in accordance w ith 150- 
year old regulations. 

The envoy said religious 
affiliation has no weight in the 
election process, and each of 
the seven Swiss cabinet mem- 


bers is elected by rotation for 
the post of president for a 12- 
month period. 

"lssa’s statements] are 
false, and so insulting, to the 
extent that l find myself in a 
position to reject it and con- 
demn it in pan and in parcel," 
Pedotti wrote. 

’The seat of presidency is 
part of the country.” Issa con- 
cluded "Perhaps what l want 
to say is that, after all that has 
happened between inter- 
national Judaism and the 
Swiss interests, the election of 
Ruth Dreifuss is an example 
of Switzerland's sophisticated 
democracy, which upholds 
the wisdom of Christ’s saying 
that "to the person who struck 
you on the right cheek, give to 
him your left." 


Shiites commemorate Imam Ali 


By Susan Resheq 

AMMAN — Over l.UOU Shi- 
ite Iraqis residing in Jordan 
have celebrated the annivcrvin 
of the death of Imam AJi. con- 
sidered the imam the Shiite 
branch of Jslam. 

Officials stud the crowd iff 
men, women and children cele- 
brated the occasion, one of Shi- 
ite's holiest events, ai the holy 
Moslem shrine of Ja’ufitr Ben 
Abi Taleh. Imam Ali's brother, 
in Mazur Janoubi. near the 
ancient southern city of Kurak 
late on Friday. 

’They broke their Ramadan 
fast on Iraqi dates and oilier 
Iraqi food and prayed into the 
night,’’ said a young man who 
attended die ceremony. 

‘Tliev also reviewed the life 


and actions of Imam Ali and 
recited verses of traditional ele- 
giac poetry showing their love 
to tlte Imam." 

Most of the Kingdom’s 4.2 
million population are Sunni 
Muslims. .And. unlike neigh- 
bouring Iraq and Syria, there 
:ire no Jordanian Shiites. 

■ Jordanian authorities sup- 
plied litem with necessary ser- 
\ ices such as water, electricity 
and security to enable them to 
perform their religious rituals.” 
said Ali Khawaldeh. Mazar 
Janoubi district officer. 

They began their sev en -hour- 
long celebration by visiting 
Imam Ja' alar’s tomb where 
Shiite cleric Ali Baghdadi 
delivered a sermon on die life 
of the Imam and his efforts to 
spread the message of Islam. 


' Most dflhe Shiite Iraqis in 
Jordan arriv ed in the Kingdom 
■after the Gulf crisis, seeking 
political and economic refttge 
from the upheaval caused by 
Iraq's J 990 invasion of Kuwait. 
Most of them are w orking here, 
eking out a precarious exis- 
tence to support families back 
home on meagre wages they 
cam. or are w aiting for visas to 
immigrate to the West. 

The Shiites are the only 
important surviving sect in 
Islam and owe ihcir origin to 
the hostility between Imam Ali 
Ben Abi Taleb (the fourth 
Caliph and son-in-law of the 
Prophet Mohammad t and 
Mo’awiah Bin Abi Sufian. the 
first Caliph of the Umayyad 
dynasty 1 66 1 -750 j. 

.After Imam Ali’s death, the 


Shiites demanded the restora- 
tion of Muslim rule to Imam 
.Ali’s family, and from that 
demand, developed the Shiite 
legitimism — the divine right 
of the holy family io rule. 

Shiites are spread in Iran 
i Shiism has been the religion 
on the state of Iran since the 
16th century). Irjq and North 
Africa. 

Although Shiites number 
only about 40 million. Shiism 
has exerted a great influence on 
Sunni Islam in several ways. 

The veneration in which all 
Muslims hold Imam Ali and 
his family and the respect 
shown to his descendants, who 
are called sayyids in East 
Africa and sharif in North 
Africa, are obvious evidence of 
his influence. 


Days of Tawjihi numbered 

Educators and students say the gruelling exam no longer accurately assess scholastic aptitude 


By Hlnd-Lara Mango 

AMMAN — The days of the gruelling, one-chance -only tawjihi 
(high school general certificate exam) may be numbered senior 
officials and educational experts said Monday. _ 

Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh said the government is studying 
means of redeveloping the structure and content of the taiyjihi. 

’This will be a two phase process,” Tarawneh said. “A one-year 
transitional period will begin this year where students can sit 
exam du ring two separate semesters." "The final phase, which will 
start next year, will allow students to take the exam over a two-year 
period that indudes three academic semesters. 

The tawjihi is the final exam for senior students axti is fie jan- 
hiary determinant for their entire academic future. The 
administered in nine disciplines in two streams: academic and 
vocational. > - 

- More and more often, both students and educator* comp 
ihe tawjihi does not measure the real arholasnc ab • 

dent and creates unwarranted stress for students. - , 

education become more focused on grades *a«o 
laajihi also generates enormous pressure from sol 
to the extent that guidance counsetol^ ^ 
most students appearing in their offices reported 

'tan NuquL who willsit the exam Ihis spring described lawji- 

hi tension as “urtixarable." . u '■ ■■Fwrv- 

The examination is a matter of life or desk ■ f 

thing depends on this moment. They tell us if yw “ 

tawjihi thenyou cm rest for die rest of your hie. uwjihi. then. 

'Tfeys think that if I fail I lo f ^ ^ 

‘“What will people think? What wffl my mnu y - 0 f g^u- 
fti an earlier interview with the Jordan lawiihi, 

cation Fawzi Gharaibeh said the exa^erared terffte 

'“ess value on tawjihi scores would help remove the 
“tawjihi comlex.” Gharaibeh said 


He projected that 
universities will soon 
have to develop new 
standards to evaluate and 
accept students into 
universities. 

According to 

Gharaibeh, the ministry 
“plans to assign a nation- 
al examination centre the 
responsibility of prepar- 
ing school tests and uni- 
versity entrance exams.” 

In an interview' with 
the Jordan Times, 

Mohammad Kaddah, 

director of the General 
Examination Directorate 
at the Ministry of Educa- 
tion. explained that the 

national centre would — 

replace the ministry's s en ; or students sit for the 1998 Tawjihi exam (file photo) 

Fxuminnrinn 


General Examination , . . . .* _ , .. 

Directorate. During a lecture at the Royal War College Monday, qtauiuiauve or numcncal achrevemenb. he said, 
the education minister said the national centre would be technical- “Freeing up the txisfy education cumculum uuuJd merm elirn- 
ly, administratively and financially independent. inaiing the literary and saenutic streams jn the 1 1th and 1-lh 

Gharaibeh stressed iliat the enure plan is still in its conceptual grades. GharaibaJi sard. ... 

phase and still requires funding and qualified expertise. Most students, u seems, welcome the impending changes. 

Director of the National Centre for Human Resources Develop- Honadi Elia^a senior .student prefxinns to sit for the tawjihi this 

ment (NCHRD) Mumher Masri echoed these sentiments but cau- spring, .said, ’This exanitnanon is a disaster, 
u'oned that as of yet, Jordan does not have the necessary expertise She told the JnnJan Times that she must score a 9? per cent a\ er- 
to undertake such a massive revision of the existing tawjihi sys- age tvlorc being admitted to the Fuaily ot Pharmacy at the Um- 

mrvini i\F Iiwiin 


"Plans are currently 
under way to have 
other partners from 
outside the ministry 
in this respect," Masri 
told the Jordan 
Times. 

Masri, now heading 
the Human Resource 
Development Team, 
said the educational 
reform plan empha- 
sises the development 
j of the national exami- 
nation based on abili- 
ty and knowledge 
instead of rote learn- 
ing. 

'The aim is of pro- 
ducing quality educa- 
tion which does not 

98 Tiwjihi exam (file photo) ^™ ne ^ u d Jen ' ) ^ 

quantitative or numerical achievements” he said. 

“Freeing up” the basic education curriculum would mean elim- 
inating the literuiy and scientific streams in the 11th and 12lh 
grades, Gharaibair said. 

” Most students, it seems, welcome the impending changes. 
Honadi Bias, a senior student prenarins to sit for the tawjihi this 


’■Jordan was cooperating with British experts in the field." he 

said. , , c 

Masri, a former education minister, said. ■‘The Ministry ul edu- 
cation should also he a partner in this process, but it should not be 
the executive body." 


versify of Jordan. 

“It's ridiculous." site said. “1 know what my abilities tire us a sci- 
ence student. Maybe I can achieve a 90 per cent average, but 95 
per cent? Why don't they just ask students to get a 100 per cent 
average?” 

The minister said unotlier plan under consideration is changing 


the numerical grading system to one which measure grades in 
terms of A. B. C and Ihe like rather than percentages. 

.Another idea is to integrate an additional term paper in the 
national examination based on students’ aptitude and ability. 

Nuqul says the tawjihi set-up is wrong. 

“You are assigned a number, told to go to an unknown school 
and sit for your exam in a strange hall,” she complained “Every- 
thing is so alien, and if you so much as breath, you’re in trouble.” 

She also does not think of applying to a public higher learning 
institution that may accept slightly lower marks. T will not have 
it, and my parents won't either," she said. "They tell us the coun- 
try needs more people to attend vocational training centres and not 
to set our hopes on private universities. What son of salary will I 
get working [with a vocation degree]? How do people regard such 
a degree?” she says. 

Last year, approximately 98.000 students sat the exam: 47 per 
cent passed 

Haifa Hajjar, headmistress of the Ahliyya School for Girls, said 
die system must change in tandem with changing times. 

"Education today requires something other than grades,” she 
said. "Education prepares students for the future and life. Tawhihi 
prepares them only for university.” 

She told the Jordan Times that the educational system is unfair 
to students since "present university acceptance depends solely on 
a student's average.” 

Educators believe that if the educational system aims to create 
critical thinkers and a solid value system then "if should dig deeply 
into all aspects and evaluate educational inputs such as curricula, 
teachers, and ministry' policies.” said Hajjar. 

Elias feels that a national examination should be based chi com- 
mon sense and that university acceptance should be based on a test 
or personal interview. Both ’girls whose averages fall in the 80th 
percentile believe they con achieve averages in the 90’$ if they 
switch to the literaiy stream. 

"I can easily get a 95 per cent if I switch to the literary stream, 
but my dream is to study business administration. Maybe I’ll have 
io study something which 1 really don’t want” said the disap- 
pointed girl. 
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row vastly overblown 


PARIS (AFP i — France's 
former European 

Commission President 

Jacques Deiors Tuesday 
described allegations of 
fraud and nepotism by the 
Commission as a “danger- 
ously overblown" affair. 

The European Parliament 
is to hold a censure vote 
Thursday on the issue that, 
if adopted, would force all 
20 members of the commis- 
sion to resign. 

Deiors said on Europe 1 
radio however that “this 
affair seems to me to be 
dangerously overblown and 
worsened by the settling of 
accounts either in certain 
countries or in the 
European Parliament." 

The former 1985-1995 
European Commissioner 
called for a settlement 
between the parliament and 
the commission in order to 
avoid resignations and 
scandal at a time when the 
European Union faces 
important business. 

“It seems to me tbai in the 
interests of the European 


cause, and to satisfy 
demands for transparency 
and democracy. the 
European Parliament and 
the Commission must come 
to an agreement that would 
improve management on 
the one hand, and checks 
on the other." 

“With European elections 
only a few months away 
and important deadlines for 
Europe looming, there is 
nothing to be gained from a 
dispute that must be sized 
back to its right scale." 

Deiors said there had 
been claims of irregularities 
during his time as commis- 
sion president but that they 
were on a minor scale. 

“In our time there were 
allusions to possible fraud 
in certain countries regard- 
ing the common agriculmr- 
al policy and structural pol- 
icy (regional handouts)”, he 
said. “But they would only 
have represented the tiniest 
part of the community bud- 
get” 

“What public or private 
institution can claim over a 


1 « >- or 20-year period that it 
has made zero mistakes and 
committed zero fraud?" 

European Commission 
President Jacques Santer. 
seeking to stave off cen- 
sure. Monday outlined pro- 
posals for a shake-up of the 
EU executive's internal 
organisation. 

Addressing the parlia- 
ment in Strasbourg. Santer 
unveiled plans for three 
new codes of conduct gov- 
erning the work of the 20 
commissioners, staff who 
work in their private offices 
and officials in the commis- 
sidn's various directorates. 

Together the codes would 
constitute "the foundation 
of la real European adminis- 
traltive culture." Santer said. 

Santer promised to sup- 
port an increase in the par- 
liament's powers to scruti- 
nize spending programmes 
and called for talks between 
th4 two institutions on the 
remit of a new anti-fraud 
office he has proposed fol- 
lowing a flurry of scandals. 


Britain td crack down 
on persistent burglars 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Persistent burglars will 
face an automatic mini- 
mum of three years in 
prison in a crackdown on 
crime unveiled Tuesday by 
British Home Secretary 
Jack Straw. 

The minimum sentence, 
a new element to a £250- 
raillion (S417.5 million. 
357 million euros) package 
of crime reduction mea- 
sures announced in sum- 
mer, will be imposed on 
people convicted of ' bur- 
glary for the third time. 

But Straw's announce- 
ment drew criticism from 
the opposition, who said it 
was pointless imposing 
harsher punishment if there 
were not enough police on 
the streets to -catch crimi- 
nals. 

As well as tougher sen- 
tences. the measures 
include more money to be 
spent on problems such as 
domestic violence and on 


tackling burglary in 500 of 
the worst-hit neighbour- 
hoods. 

Straw said the scheme 
should not be confused 
with! Califomia-style 
“three strikes and you're 
out’* legislation. 

“This is not the equiva- 
lent of what goes on in 
California, where if you 
commit three felonies you 
go to prison for life. It is 
nothing like that at all " he 
said. 

“Domestic burglary is a 
very serious offence. It is a 
violation of privacy and 
can be extremely ttaamat- 
ic." 

The minimum three-year 
sentence would be imposed 
for three separate sets of 
burglary convictions, 
which in practice could 
invol ve dozens or even 
hundreds of burglaries. 

The National Association 
for the Care and 
Resettlement of Offenders 


hailed the crime prevention 
measures as “imaginative" 
and “positive." 

But director of policy 
Paul Cavadino criticised 
tile minimum sentence 
plan as putting punishment 
otter prevention. 

Istraw’s opposition 
Conservative counterpart 
Norman Fowler welcomed 
hkrsher sentences, but said 
ttjey were pointless if bur- 
g ars were not caught. 

Liberal Democrat home 
a fairs spokesman Richard 
also warned of lack 
of police numbers. 

Latest Horae Office fig- 
ures show there are 781 
fewer police in England 
and Wales than when the 
Labour government came 
to power in May 1997, 
with some 25 out of 43 
police forces experiencing 
a drop in numbers. 



Singer Will Smith poses with his two American Music Award he won as Favourite 
Male Artist Sonl/R&B and Favourite Album-Pop or Rock n' Roll for ‘Big Willie 
Style* during the 26th annual .American Music Awards. Jan. 11. in Los Angeles 
(Reuters photo) 


Court postpones ruling on 
extradition of American fugitive 


BORDEAUX. France (APl 
— A French court post- 
poned Tuesday the final 
ruling on a U.S. request for 
the extradition of an 
American fugitive to stand 
trial for the 1977 murder of 
his girlfriend. 

Ira Einhorn. 57. has beea 
sentenced in absentia to life 
in prison by a Pennsylvania 
court for the murder of 
Helen “Holly" Maddux — 
a crime he denies, even 
though police found her 
corpse stuffed in a trunk in 
his closet. 

A prominent anti-war 
campaigner and New Age 
activist in the 1960s. 
Einhorn fled the United 
States shortly before his 
trial. 

After 16 years on the run. 
he was tracked down and 
arrested at his French home 
in June 1997. 

Einhorn has been fighting 


U.S. efforts to extradite 
him ever since. 

Judge Claude Arrighy 
Tuesday gave no reason for 
the postponement and said 
a new hearing would be 
held Feb. 18. 

Einhorn appeared in 
court for the hearing, wear- 
ing blue jeans and a green 
shin that he didn’t tuck in. 
He was accompanied by 
his longtime Swedish com- 
panion. Anika Flodkin. 

Einhorn was laughing 
loudly when he entered the 
court, apparently having 
shared a joke with Flodkin. 
When the judge read the 
decision. Einhorn bowed 
and said “Merci. merci." 
His defence lawyers have 
argued that if extradited. 
Einhorn could face the 
death penalty, which is 
banned under French law. 

They also claimed 
Pennsylvania courts might 


withdraw the pledge of a 
retrial. 

A French court had 
refused to extradite 
Einhorn in December 1997, 
citing a law that would 
require a retrial if he were 
extradited. Pennsylvania 
then passed a law' promis- 
ing Einhorn a retrial. He 
was rearrested in 
September 1998 but at a 
subsequent court hearing 
he was ordered released. 

When Maddux, a former 
cheerleader from Tvler, 
Texas, vanished, Einhorn 
said she had gone out shop- 
ping and had never come 
back. 

However. 1 8 months 
later, neighbours reported a 
stench coming from 
Einhorn ‘s apartment, and 
Maddux's battered remains 
were found. Forensic 
experts said her skull had 
been smashed six times. 


Greenpeace hopes for China action on toxic waste 


SINGAPORE (R) — 

Environmental group 

Greenpeace said Tuesday it 
was confident China would 
prevent contaminated ships 
front being sent to Asian 
scrapyards. 

The comment was made as 
Anglo-Dutch ship 

"Encounter Bay’’ departed 
Singapore apparently en 
route to a scrapyard in 
China. 

Greenpeace claims the 
ship is contaminated by 
toxic materials. 

“China has (something of) 
a leading role in the interna- 
tional community in terms of 
stopping foreign waste from 
coming into the country," 
Clement Lam of Greenpeace 
China told reporters. 

Monday. Greenpeace 
activists hung a giant banner 
reading “P&O Nedlloyd 
Stop Toxic Trade" on the 
ship, which is owned by 
Anglo-Dutch firm P&O 
Nedlloyd. 

Singapore’s Environment 
Ministry said in a statement 
it understood the' ship's next 
port of call was Hong Kong. 

Greenpeace said the ship 
had been sold to Chinese 
shipbreakere and expect it to 
ultimately end up in a scrap- 
yard in China. 

They said their expecta- 
tions that China would not 
allow ships from entering 
Asian scrapyards without 
being decontaminated first 
were based on China's past 
strong position on prohibit- 
ing imports of waste materi- 
als in other forms. 

But Greenpeace had not 
yet discussed the issue with 
Chinese- authorities. 


although a meeting with die 
Chinese ambassador in 
Singapore was scheduled for 
later Tuesday. Lam said. 

Greenpeace officials are 
protesting what they say is 
the limited care with which 
shipowners dispose of ves- 
sels in Asia. 

Ships sent to shipbreakers 
in India, China. Bangladesh 
and Pakistan often contain 
hazardous 
materials 
such as lead 
and 

asbestos. . . 
but very lit- 
tle protec- 
tion is pro- 
vided for the 
environment 
or for work- 
ers at those 
scrapyards. 

Greenpeace 
said. 

The offi- 
cials said 
they had 
written to 
Singapore 
authorities 
asking that 
“Encounter 
Bay" be 
detained 
under the 
Basel 

Convention. 

The 
United 
Nations' 

Basel 

Convention 
prohibits the 
export of 
hazardous Two internal 
waste from ‘toxic’ ship t 
the nations China. The s 
of the els of toxic a 


Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and 

Development (OECD) to 
non-OECD countries. 

But a statement by the 
Singapore Environment 
Ministry received by Reuters 
Tuesday said Singapore did 
not consider “Encounter 
Bay" hazardous waste and 
saw no legal ground to 
detain the ship or send it 


back to the Netherlands. 

It said the Basel 
Convention defined '.'waste" 
as substances or objects 
which are disposed or 
intended to be disposed of. 
but that ships carrying such 
substances were themselves 
not defined as wastes. 

Letters to governments of 
ports that “Encounter Bay" 
had stopped at prior to 


Singapore had produced 
similar responses. 

Greenpeace officials said. 

The ship had stopped at 
five other ports before 
Singapore, including in 
Spain. Australia and New 
Zealand. 

“A transit government is 
not going to have nearly the 
same amount of concern as 
that of a recipient state or of 


the export state where there 
is liability." said Jim Puckett 
of Basel Action Network, 
who is working with 
Greenpeace on the current 
issue. 

“But we're very hopeful 
that certain governments that 
have been much stronger on 
this issue like the EU and 
China will take some steps" 
he said. 



Two international environmental activists display banners on a boat while staging a water-borne protest in Singapore against 
‘toxic’ ship the Encounter Bay (background) owned by Anglo-Dutch shipping giant P and O Nedlloyd which is to be scrapped in 
China. The ship, which' was unloading its last container shipment in Singapore before being scrapped in China, contains high lev- 
els of toxic and hazardous materials including heavy metals and asbestos (Reuters photo) 
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EU envoys expected ... 
back in Belarus 

MINSK (R) — Ambassadors from the European UnioH 
who angrily left Belarus last year in a row over hobsing 
will return to Minsk Sunday, a German embassy; 
spokesman said Tuesday. “According to an agreedjdec* 
sion the ambassadors will return together at the s~ ' 
time on Jan. 17," he told Reuters. Belarussian Prcsi 
Alexander Lukashenko had said earlier he was expecli 
the EU envoys to return by January 14. Ambassadors 
several EU states, as well as the envoys of the Uni 
States and Japan, left Belarus last June after local airfh 
ides abruptly denied access to their residences im 
Dfo zd y complex near Minsk and offered thenr-a^ 
location. The dispute marred the image of Belarus ^ 
former Soviet republic sandwiched between Russia au| 
Poland — in the eyes of the West. Lukashenko, whb.ag 
lives in Drozdy. has been criticised in the West fot 
treatment of opposition groups in Belarus and- for? 
refusal to adopt market reforms. After lengthy negi J 
tions, Belarus and the EU agreed last month that 
diplomats would return but must leave Drozdy wifim 
month. Belarus has promised to pay for relocation^ 
other inconveniences. The United States is not a p&r 
die compromise deal. 

Taiwan scraps 
obsolete media control law 

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — Legislators Tuesday threw 
an obsolete publications law, a remnant of Taiwan’s mar-: 
rial law era, which had been used to tightly control 
news media. Lawmakers also ordered the Government 
Information Office, charged with regulating the media, 
to delegate some oversight responsibilities to other bod- 
ies. The 70-year publications law had been an instrument 
of state control over the media, especially during the 
1949-1987 period of martial law when the National* 
Party imprisoned writers and closed publications that 
criticised the government. Following Taiwan’s subset 
quent shift to democracy, its media has become one of; 
the liveliest and freest in Asia. Newspapers compete vigs 
orously for readers, and though the Nationalists stflb 
retain considerable influence over network television.- 
editorial controls have been lifted in the face of compe- 
tition from cable TV. The publications law had remained 
on the books, even though many of its articles stirred 
controversies over censorship. Government spokesman 
Chen Chien-Jen welcomed the abolishment of the law as 
a “necessary policy of a mature democracy.” Other laws - 
still on the books can regulate libel, sexual content abd 
registration of publications. Chen said. . 

EU envoy says Kosovo killing 
was professional job 

VIENNA (AFP) — The assassination of a leading etbn& 
Albanian activist in Kosovo appeared to be the woikof 
professional killers, according to the EU special envoy to 
the troubled Serbian province Wolfgang Petritsqh. 
“There are many possibilities for who carried out this 
murder," he told Austrian television referring to tbe 
killing Monday of Enver Maloku, head of the Kosw 
Albanian Information Centre (KIO in Pristina. He said 
the assassination “was apparently politically motivated" 
and “the work of professional killers:' Maloku was shot 
dead Monday by three assailants in front of his house in 
the Kosovo capital. 

Air attack on Kisangani 
killed about 10, say rebels 

KIGALI (AFP) — Around 10 people, all civilians, were 
killed Sunday when an Antonov plane dropped "three 
bombs on the northeastern Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) city of Kisangani, rebels said Tuesday. In 
Rome, the missionary' news agency Misoa . reported. 
Monday that around 50 people had died in the attack on - 
Kisangani, the DRC’s third city and the rebels’ militaty 
headquarters. A spokesman for rebel commander Jean- 
Pienre Ondekana told AFP by satellite telephone from 
Goma. the rebels* political headquarters in the east that 
many people were wounded in the attack and in-hospital,- 
with a number of them likely to die of their wounds. 
Local people pm the death toll at between seven and 16,; 
he said. The spokesman said the Antonov taigeted a res- 
idential area of Kisangani in the 9:00 p.m. (2000 GMT) 
attack. He described the bombs as hand-made. Rebels 
said bombs dropped last year from an Antonov tin the 
southeastern town of Kalemie, which they said caused 
the death of about 25 civilians were also hand-made. : - 

Wife and son of former Afghan f 
commander shot and killed 

PESHAWAR. Pakistan (AP) — The wife and son of-.a ; 
major figure in Afghanistan's Islamic uprising against 
invading Soviet soldiers were shot and killed in this febi? 
der town at the foot of the famed Khyber Pass, officials 
said Tuesday. Abdul Haq, widely respected for his covert 
attacks on invading Soviet soldiers during the 1980s, tyai; 
in the United Arab Emirates at the time of the attack^- 
bodyguard also was killed, police said. No one has takerr 
responsibility for the shooting that occurred late on 
Monday in the Hyatabad suburb of Peshawar, barely -30 ! 
kilometres from the Afghan border. Haq has- been -a' 
strong critic of Afghanistan's ruling Taleban army ao3 
his brother Haji Qadir, a former governor of.-easfem 
Nangarbar province, is a member of the anti-?hlebas: 
alliance. Haq also has been a strong proponent 
alternative government in Afghanistan, which Would 
include representatives of scholars, religious leaders and 
expatriate Afghans. The Taleban army roles roughly^, 
per cent of Afghanistan and has imposed a harsh brand 
of Islamic law that calls for public executions, beatings 
and amputations. It also forbids women from working, 
girls from attending school and insists that men- 
beards and pray in the mosque. The Taleban are 
opposition forces on several fronts, all of them in notifr 
em Afghanistan. . 

Bomb hoaxer tried to stop lovolSfc; 
ing on a jet plane for France^ - : 

NOUMEA (AFP) — Police said Tuesday ib^had 
arrested a man who tried to stop his sweetheart _ 

leaving the Pacific island of New Caledonia by claims 

r - fifS? 1 a bomb on « .Air France 
Boeing 747 flight from the French Pacific terxitpiy w 

i ce w , a f delayed by two hours as police seakhcdtj# 
p ane and luggage. The man in his 30s was releases®*, 
quesuoniqs and is due to appear in court: He^g; 
heavy fine and a prison senten«. 
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THAILAND (R) — Nearly 
400 Cambodian refugees, 
mostly dependants of Khmer 
Rouge fighters, headed home 
Tuesday in the first phase of 
the repatriation of some 
35.000 inmates of camps in 
Thailand. 

The refugees, returning 
with the help of the U.N. 
refugee agency, said they 
were happy to be returning to 
Cambodia now that the war 
between the government and 
the Khmer Rouge has ended. 

“The war is over and our 
senior leaders, Khieu 

Samphan and Nuon Chea are 
joining with (Prime 

Minister) Hun Sen so we can 
reluro home," said Pui Lai, 
43, a father of six who was 
among the 395 people put on 
buses back to Cambodia 
Tuesday. 

Khmer Rouge leadens 

Khieu Samphan and Nuon 
Chea surrendered to Hun 
Sen's government late last 
month. 

More than 20.000 people 
fled to northeastern Thailand 


in April last year as 
Cambodian government 
forces overran Khmer Rouge 
headquarters at An long Veng 
near the Thai bonier after 
several thousand Khmer 
Rouge fighters defected to 
the government. 

“I am very- happy to go 
back and return to my family 
as the war is over,” said 
returning Cambodian Cheun 
Juang. 

Among those who saw- off 
the refugees from the Phu 
Noi camp was Mea Son. the 
widow' of notorious Khmer 
Rouge chief Pol Pot who 
died~ in a remote rebel zone 
last April. 

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
t UNHCR) is taking the 
refugees back to Cambodia 
via the northwestern border 
town of Poipet rather than 
straight back across the bor- 
der to Anlong Veng. even 
though many of the refugees 
said they wanted to go back 
to their old homes at Anlong 
Vena. 


"Actually we w r anted to 
return to Anlong Veng but 
the UNHCR has no access to 
that area so 1 decided to go 
through PoipeL” said Phoung 
Cheun, 42, heading back to 
Cambodia with his four chil- 
dren. 

Most of the returnees said 
they were originally from 
M ondolkiri province in 

Cambodia’s northeast. Some 
of them said they had lived in 
the .Anlong Veng area for 20 
years. 

The Khmer Rouge were 
responsible for the death of 
an estimated 1.7 million peo- 
ple during their 1975-79 
"killing fields” rule. 

The radical leftist group 
was forced from power by a 
Vietnamese army of invasion 
in 1979 and later battled the 
Phnom Penh government 
from sanctuaries on the Thai 
border. 

UNHCR figures show- 
some 14,866 refugees 
remained in the Phu Noi 
camp but a Thai army officer 
said he believed the real fie- 


Cambodian opposition demands 
answers over Khmer Rouge deal 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia's opposition 
Tuesday demanded the gov- 
ernment explain why two 
defecting Khmer Rouge 
leaders were not arrested last 
month, and to disclose details 
of a de facto amnesty deal. 

The sett-named party of 
outspoken dissident Sam 
Rainsy also demanded the 
government say why it has 
yet to answer a single opposi- 
tion question presented 
through the National 
Assembly. 


The party wants to know 
who was behind the failure of 
the ministry of justice to 
issue arrest warrants for 
Nuon Chea and Khieu 
Samphan. who defected last 
month, under the terms of the 
law outlawing the Khmer 
Rouge. 

A series of questions also 
demanded that Prime 
Minister Hun Sen disclose 
the details of a de facto gov- 
ernment amnesty, adding that 
the government must explain 
the obstacles to their future 


arrest. 

Since the formation of the 
Hun Sen-Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh coalition govern- 
ment. the self-named party of 
the outspoken dissident has 
presented questions over ille- 
gal logging, amnesties to 
Khmer Rouge leaders and 
food shortages. 

None have so far been 
answered, leaving the party 
to charge the government has 
failed "to comply with the 
basic mechanism of account- 
ability.” 


Sam Rain.sy'.x puny holds 
just 15 out of 122 scuts in 
parliament, and acts as 
Cambodia’s sole opposition 
party after a post-election 
alliance with Prince 
Ranariddh’s FUNC1NPEC 
parly ended with the Prince 
joining Hun Sen. 

The party demanded an 
explanation from pari lumen- 
lary speaker Prince 
Ranariddh as to why opposi- 
tion questions remain unan- 
swered — a violation of arti- 
cle 96 of the constitution. 


Indonesia ‘deeply regrets’ Australia’s 
change of stance on Timor 


Jakarta (afpj — 

Indonesia said Tuesday it 
“deeply regretted" 

Australia's change of stance 
°o the problem of East 
Timor, adding that it would 
have an adverse effect on 
the search for a lasting solu- 
tion. 

“We are concerned and 
^ply regret that the 
Australian government has 
changed its policy on East 
Timor,” Foreign Minister 
spokesman Ghaffar Fadhyl 
s^id in a statement. 

Australia, the only west- 
er n country to recognise 
Indonesian sovereignty 
? v er East Timor following 
Us - 1975 invasion, 
bounced Tuesday that it 
w puld urge Indonesia to 
SEtot the territory self- 
termination up to and 
deluding independence. 


The foreign ministry 
spokesman described the 
policy shift as substantial. 
“■This decision prejudges 
the ongoing negotiations 
between Indonesia and 
Portugal under the auspices 
of the" United Nations which 
recently had shown some 
proeress.” he said. 

"And furthermore it will 
have an adverse effect on 
the search for a just, com- 
prehensive and internation- 
ally acceptable solution to 
the' problem.” 

State Secretary Akbar 
Tanjung said Jakarta had 
never considered that its 
offer of autonomy should 
be followed by indepen- 
dence. 

"The government never 
discussed this. The autono- 
my we are offering is nor- 
mal. taking into account tne 


particularity of East Timor.” 

"As far as 1 know there is 
no such thing” he replied 
when asked if the govern- 
ment had ever considered 
making autonomy a prelude 
to eventual independence. 

Quizzed on the same sub- 
ject, Justice Minister 
Muladi had a softer 
response. “We haven't gone 
that far... what we are offer- 
ing is just plain autonomy, 
he said. 

Australian Foreign 

Minister Alexander Downer 
said an early move to self- 
determination would trigger 
civil war in the troubled 
province, but Canberra 
would press Jakarta to 
allow self-determination 
following a long period of 
autonomy. 

He told reporters in 
Adelaide that Australia still 


opposed independence for 
the former Portuguese 
colony annexed by 
Indonesia in 1976. But if 
the East Timorese people 
wanted independence after 
a period of autonomy, that 
hud to be supported. “We 
would see that as a second 
best outcome but we would 
obviously have to live with 
that a.x the outcome” 
Downer added. 

"When we talk about East 
Timor being part of 
Indonesia that is our prefer- 
ence but in the end people 
in both Indonesia and East 
Timor itself will determine 
their own future.” 

Australia had also urged 
Indonesia to allow jailed 
resistance leader Xanana 
Gusmao to he part of the 
self-determination process, 
he said. 


Freetown smoulders after rebel 
retreat, amid fears of starvation 


Mea Son (right), the widow of late notorious Khmer Rouge leader Pol Pot, stands next to an unidentified relative 
and her daughter (left) as they watch Cambodian refugees leaving Phu Not refugee camp at the Thai-C'umbodian 
border, o0u km north east or Bangkok. About 400 refugees, the first group of Khmer Rouge dependents, relumed 
to Cambodia after their leaders Khieu Samphan and Nuon Chea defected to the Phnom Penh government last 
month (Reuters photo) 

Families of Khmer Rouge 
head home from Thai camp 


ure was much lower as many 
people had already crossed 
back into Cambodia on their 
own. 

"I think about 10.000 or 
less arc still in the camp 
because many families have 
gone buck oil iheir own at 
night.” said the Thai officer 
based in the camp. 

A group of former Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas crossed 
back into the Anlong Veng 
area last week to prepare for 
their families' return, the 
officer said. 

Some 35.000 Cambodians 
remain in three Thai camps 
including about 5,000 royal- 
ist supporters who crossed 
into Thailand in 1997 lo 
escape lighting which erupt- 
ed after then First Prime 
Minister Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh was ousted by 
Hun Sen, his junior coalition 
partner at the lime. 

A second group of 600 
refugees is due to go buck to 
Cambodia from Phu Noi 
camp Friday, UNHCR offi- 
cials said. 


FREETOWN (AFPi — 
Much <«!' Freetown lay in 
ruins Tuesday after retreat- 
ing rebels murdered civil- 
ians. started fires and footed 
shops, while relief agencies 
warned that residents laced 
starvation in the isolated 
Sierra Leonean capital. 

Battles and blazes raged 
Monday in eastern districts 
of Freetown, with the mili- 
tary blaming arson attacks 
on the Revolutionary 
United Front cRUFi rebel 
croup and renegade govern- 
ment troops who had been 
routed. 

Tuesday, foreign minis- 
ters Joseph KoiTigoh of 
Togo and Amaru Essy of 
Cole d’Ivoire were to meet 
with detained RUF leader 
Finlay Sunkoh. who was 
sentenced to death on i rea- 
son charges Iasi October. 

Diplomats in ihe Guinean 
capital Conakry told AFP 
that Sanknh is being held 
aboard a Nigcnun ship off 
(lie coast of Sierra Leone. 

EC'OMOG commander 
General Timothy ShclpiJi 
Monday said dial troops of 
the Nigerian-led interven- 
tion force he leads were 
pushing the rebels back 
through eastern pans of the 
city, where corpses were 
strewn in the streets and 
food was running out. 

"The rebels bum. pillage 
and kill as they go 
through," and use civilians 
as "human shields” 
Shelpidi said. 


An unnamed ECOMOG 
official warned: "There are 
still small groups of rebels 
and isolated gunmen. It will 
take another few days 
before the city is safe 
again.” 

The meeting between the 
foreign ministers and 
Sankoh could take place 
aboard the vessel or in 
another location such as in 
Guinea, w'hich borders 
Sierra Leone to the norih. 
an AFP correspondent in 
Conakry said. 

Tlte rebels have insisted 
on the release of Sankoh. 
and are demanding to meet 
him on "neutral ground” in 
order to ensure that their 
leader i> in good physical 
and mental condition. 

The ministers, who held a 
lengthy meeting with 
President Ahmad Tejan 
Kabbah Monday, hoped to 
convince RUF deputy 
leader Sam Bockarie that 
Sankoh was sincere when 
he reportedly agreed to a 
ceasefire after meeting the 
president last Wednesday. 

Bockarie, field comman- 
der of the rebel forces, 
rejected the announcement 
conveyed by Kabbah 
Thursday, and instead 
declared a general offen- 
sive. 

The U.N. World Food 
Programme iWFPi warned 
that hundreds of thousands 
of civilians trapped in 
Freetown could starve if 
hostilities continued. 


All shops and markets 
have been shut since the 
rebels’ surprise invasion 
last Wednesday, and the 
fighting effectively closed 
off the main highway where 
food is broughi into the 
capital from the interior. 

Residents have remained 
holed up in their homes 
with little or no food, and 
no water, electricity or tele- 
phone links. 

"We are gravely con- 
cerned about the severe 
hardship imposed on the 
civilian population," said 
Paul .Ares, west Africa 
regional manager for WFP. 

fn Geneva, the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross flCRC) also 
expressed deep concern for 
residents, calling on the 
rebels to let it continue its 
humanitarian operations, 
which were suspended last 
W ednesday. 

“In some areas of the city, 
people are finding it diffi- 
cult to leave their homes in 
order to gather food, assist 
the wounded or simply bury 
the dead.” the 1RCR said in 
a statement. 

A resident said of 
Monday's fires: “We’ve 
never seen anything like it. 
even in the worst lighting 
during 1997 and 1998.” 

He had lived through a 
rebel coup and witnessed, 
nine months later, the 
takeover of the city by 
ECOMOG troops. 

ECOMOG helicopters 


and planes Monday flew 
frequent sorties, ferrying 
reinforcements und casual- 
ties between the Lungi air- 
port. which lies across an 
estuary from Freetown, and 
the city itself. 

Monday, Kabbah insisted 
on hosting foreign minis- 
ters Koffisoh and Essy ai 
his residence in Freetown to 
demonstrate that ECO- 
MOG was in control of 
most of the capital. 

The two ministers, who 
were accompanied by U.N. 
special envoy Francis 
Okcllo, were shown three 
soldiers identified as 
Ukrainian mercenaries 
lighting with the rebels, 
diplomats said. 

The mediators expressed 
their confidence in Kabbah 
and insisted on a negotiated 
solution to the crisis. 

The RUF first began an 
uprising in 1991 and linked 
up with a junta which in 
May 1997 toppled Kabbah. 

ECOMOG intervention 
troops ousted the junta 
from Freetown in February 
last year. The force was set 
up in 1990 by the Economic 
Community of West 
African States i ECOWAS i, 
currently chaired by Togo. 

Nigeria Monday hosted 
talks among ECOWAS 
member states. 

Sunday a reporter was 
killed by rebel fire, and 
another was seriously 
wounded. 


Japan parties make progress 
towards coalition government 


TOKYO IR) — 
Negotiators front 

Japan's ruling party and 
opposition Liberal Party- 
made progress Tuesday 
in sorting out their dif- 
ferences, clearing the 
way towards the formal 
announcement of a coali- 
tion by- the Thursday 
deadline set by Prime 
Minister Keizo Obuchi. 

With agreement 

reached late Monday on 
ending a system where 
bureaucrats answer 
questions in parliament 
on behalf of ministers, 
the one major hurdle 
remaining with two days 
left was a thorny set of 
security issues. 

Chief government 
spokesman Hiromu 
Nonaka expressed confi- 
dence that the twu par- 
ties will manage to chip 
away at their differences 
und* reach an accord, 
perhaps by late Tuesday. 

“1 believe the path will 
open before us if we con- 
tinue the talks in a seri- 
ous manner," Nonaka 
said. 

He added that he 
hoped for an agreement 
by the end of the day. 

Japan's public broad- 


caster NHK television 
reported there was a 
possibility the coalition 
could go through even if 
an agreement was not 
reached on all points of 
the security issues. 

The ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) 
and the Liberal Party, 
led by Ichiro Ozawa, 
have been haggling over 
differences concerning 
the role of Japan's Self- 
Defence Forces tSDF) in 
U.N.-led missions as well 
as a package of bills 
designed to implement 
updated guidelines for 
defence cooperation with 
the United States. 

The discussions have 
occasionally become so 
acrimonious that raised 
voices were audible out- 
side the meeting rooms. 

Last week the two par- 
ties reached a broad 
agreement to lift a ban 
on the participation of 
SDF personnel in U.N. 
peacekeeping forces. 

Japan’s 1992 U.N. 
Peacekeeping Co-opera- 
tion Law prohibits the 
SDF from participating 
in U.N. missions except 
those that involve purely 
non-combat operations. 


The Liberal Party 
wants to expand the role 
of the SDF in UN. mis- 
sions. but the LDP is 
reluctant to accept all of 
its demands out of fear it 
would lead to changes in 
Japan’s pacifist constitu- 
tion. 

Nonaka touched on 
this when he said: 
“Based on the constitu- 
tion, we must make clear 
what we can compromise 
on and what we 
absolutely cannot com- 
promise on.*' A Ithough 
both parties appeared 
ready to make adjust- 
ments in time to stage 
the cabinet reshuffle, as 
planned, Thursday, 
there were a few hints of 
possible foot-dragging 
on the part of the 
Liberal Party. 

Ozawa was quoted as 
telling Tamisuke 

Watanuki, an LDP law- 
maker and close political 
associate of Prime 
Minister Obuchi, that 
while he does not intend 
to stand in the way of the 
alliance, he still hoped to 
keep the emphasis on 
policies. 

“1 am not thinking at 
all of ruining the coali- 


tion,*' Ozawa reportedly 
told Watanuki at a meet- 
ing at Liberal Party 
headquarters Tuesday. 
Kyodo news agency said. 

But when Watanuki 
reportedly urged both 
parties to make efforts 
towards reaching an 
agreement, Ozawa 
replied: “It is important 
to scrupulously carry 
out policies. There is no 
need to rush the coali- 
tion.” 

Obuchi. in Germany 
on the last leg of a week- 
long tour of several 
European countries, said 
he anticipated being able 
to reshuffle the cabinet 
as expected. 

“1 strongly expect and 
hope that there will be 
an agreement by the 
time 1 return so that we 
can form a new coalition 
government.” he told 
reporters accompanying 
him Monday. 

He added that he had 
instructed party leaders, 
including Nonaka and 
Secretary-General 
Yoshiro Mori, to do their 
“utmost” to clinch an 
agreement with the 
Liberals. 
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SnAlUKI tQiTV IKirT.lRTPj - Russia unveiled its first stealth fighter jet Tuesday more than 12 years after a blue- 
print of the radar-eluding plane appeared on a military draught board. The MiG jet, still without a formal name 
but known here as MFI and in the West as ‘project 1.42’ according to Russian media reports, was shown off to 
Defence Minister Igor Sergeyev and other top ministers at a suburban Moscow airfield. The fighters, should they 
ever go Into production following a series of test-flights this year, are meant to rival the US. F-117 stealth jets 
that have alreadv proven themselves in the 1991 Gulf war. The sleek fighter, whose image proudly adorned 
Tuesday’s front page of the government-run Rossivskava Gazeta, was first envisioned in 1986 in a top-secret 
Soviet defence laboratory. Only two such jets have been built so far, and the project was nearly scratched in 1995 
because of budget constraints. Russian Defence Ministry and MAPO-MiG sources would not reveal Tuesday the 
project’s cost nor an estimated price-tag for each fighter (Reuters photo) 
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Yes to minimum wage 

THE MINISTRY of Labour has done the 
right thing by calling on the government to 
set a mi nim um wage for workers in the 
country. This belated initiative may allevi- 
ate some of the socio-economic problems in 
the Kingdom and should have been under- 
taken a long ago. To cite just one example, 
child labour and exploitation are organical- 
ly linked with insufficient wages for the 
majority of Jordanian families. When the 
income of a family’s main breadwinner is 
not enough to feed the family members, 
children are sent to the streets to supple- 
ment the incomes of their fathers and moth- 
ers. Very low income may also drive other 
family members into anti-social activities 
including criminal behaviour. 

It is appropriate to recall in this context 
that the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, of 
which Jordan is a state party, calls on gov- 
ernments to set a minimum wage that is 
adequate to sustain a reasonable standard 
of living. By neglecting this dimension in 
our economic life, many people were left at 
the mercy of their employers to determine 
their salaries or wages. Given the fact that 
our unemployment rate is high, employers 
tend to exploit this imbalance in the labour 
market and offer meagre wages to their 
employees. Unless the government steps in 
and rectifies this situation, the woes of our 
poverty-stricken people are certain to be 
compounded. 

But any attempt to set a minimum wage 
should be studied thoroughly to make sure 
that what is being offered will be sufficient 
for Jordanian families, estimated to average 
seven members, to sustain themselves in a 
healthy and dignified manner. 
Furthermore, wages and minimum wages 
altogether should be tied to the cost of living 
index and to inflation, and adjusted accord- 
ingly on an annual basis. 

Now that the Ministry of Labour has 
taken the first step, we trust that the 
Cabinet will act on the recommendation of 
the committee that would be established 
under Article 52 of the Labour Law for this 
purpose as soon as possible in order to fill 
the gap in the labour market. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 Ra'i's Fahed Fanek said politicians competing with 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu iif rrpcorrf-' 
ing elections claim that Israel deserves a better leader- 
ship, Does Israel really deserve a leader who is better 
than Netanyahu, asked Fanek. In the 1996’s elections. | 
the prime minister’s supporters said that while Shimon 
Peres was the best choice for Arabs, Netanyahu was best 
for Jews, and thus, the Arabs voted for Peres and huge 
numbers of Israeli fundamentalists voted for the prime 
minister, said the writer. According to Fanek, the com- 
petition will be tight between only two nominees, 
Likud's Netanyahu and Labour’s Barak. The prime min- 
ister is most stubbornly and aggressively against the 
peace process, according to General Shahak. and this is 
dangerous, but, noted Fanek, settlers claim he achieves 
rightists' ambitions. Barak wants to revive the peace 
process for it to serve Israel's future. Arab centrists 
agree with the U.S. administration that Barak is under- 
standing, Fanek said, but added that others prefer a 
prime minister who would give a truer impression of 
Israel’s behaviour. 

AJ Dustour's Jihad Momani asked what would happen 
if the winter ended with little rainfall. The question 
almost has only one answer. To appeal for foreign aid 
and send reports about hunger and poverty in the 
Kingdom. Jordan's drought does not only effect Amman 
and other big cities, but also the villages and the farm- 
ers. who rely on rain to irrigate their crops. However, 
said Momani. foreign assistance is expected, as usual, 
only to be used to improve the capital's living standards. 
Hunger in the Kingdom’s countryside is expected, and 
any rescue package must include farmers there. What is 
the government's action plan regarding the crisis and are 
there any immediate options for coping with next 
months' needs. Momani demanded to know. 


My mother: A Lebanese American woman’s life 


MY MOTHER Salemi (Celia Ann) 
Zogby dial last week, at the age of 92. 

The headline in the local Utica, 
New York newspaper. “Zogby 
Matriarch dies ar 92.” told only part 
of her story. She had been, to the end. 
a leader of my extensive extended 
family. But she was also a leader in 
her community. An educator of two 
generations of Uticans, she shaped the 
fives of thousands of young people 
who passed through her classrooms. 

Her story was that of a Lebanese 
American woman committed to reli- 
gion, to family, to education and to 
service of others. 

This year marks the 100th anniver- 
sary of her father's coming to the 
United States as an immigrant from 
Lebanon. My mother was bom eight 
years later, 1906. in a small coal min- 
ing town in Pennsylvania. It was there 
that she was educated, worked and 
spent the first third of her life. 

She had always been an indepen- 
dent soul. Early on. we hearcf from 
some of her contemporaries that 
when she was asked to address her 
high school graduating class, she tore 
up the speech that had been written 
for her and delivered, in her own 
words, a commentary on women's 
rights. 

My father, who immigrated from 
Lebanon at the age of 25, was extra- 
ordinarily proud of this strong 
woman. He initially proposed mar- 
riage to her when she was 19. At that 
time, she said no. She wanted to 
become educated, to develop herself. 
She did not. as she put it, want to sit 
back in the kitchen while the men 
solved problems in the living room. 

And so she went to school worked 
to support brother Salem through law 
school and worked in the family 
business through the Depression and 
World War II. Nineteen years later, 
when she was 38, my father returned 


to ask her again. This time she said 
yes. 

In 1944. they married and moved to 
central New York where my faiher’s 
mother, four brothers and two sistere 
had settled and opened businesses. 

Through all of her years in that 
community, my mother's leadership 
role in the family and community was 
never in question. Fbr my mother, 
leadership came through service to 
others. Her education and her wis- 
dom, and the support of my father, 
made her a recognised problem solver 
for the family: whether it was prepa- 
ration of legal papers, language train- 
ing for recent immigrants! or provid- 
ing care, guidance or advice to 
cousins, nephews or nieces. 

My father died when we were still 
young. Despite the pain and vulnera- 
bility, my mother, like so many other 
strong women, rose to the challenge 
and provided us not only support and 
inspiration. She also kept alive for us 
the memory and values of ray father: 
She continued her work as an ele- 
mentary school teacher, and she 
remained active both within the fami- 
ly and in community organisations. 
My mother spoke three languages, 
and her conversations were liberally 
sprinkled with colourful Arabic 
proverbs (always preceded by “as my 
mother always would say") and, in 
equal measure, quotations from 
Shakespeare. Tennyson. Spencer and 
the like. She taught three generations 
of Zogbys four centuries of family 
history arid would captivare any audi- 
ence with her delightful stories of the 
early Arab immigrants to America. 

She was above all. a mother to ray 
sister. Selwa, my brother: John and 
myself, and she provided us with her 
strength, faith and guidance. She was 
our teacher, she inspired our achieve- 
- meats and provoked our thinking. My 
sister followed in her footsteps and 


has been an outstanding elementary 
school teacher since 1961. My broth- 
er is now one of the leading pollsters 
and political analysts in the United 
States. 

My advocacy work is also deriva- 
tive of my mother's commitment to 
her heritage and her community. 
From her" earliest years, she was 
involved in the activities of the Arabic 
community: She wrote for Arab 
American newspapers and for several 
years was an officer in a number of 
Arab American women's organisa- 
tions. 

In an early piece written in 1927 at 
the age of 21. she wrote about the 
need for the Syrian Americans (as 
Arab Americans were largely called 
then ) to be proud of their heritage. In 
criticising the behaviour of some of 
her generation, she wrote. “-_[M]any 
of the young generation, and even 
some of the oidTwho are in this coun- 
try only a few years, are ashamed to 
acknowledge that they are Syrians. 
They refuse to team the Arabic lan- 
guage. and if they know it they are 
reluctant through shame, to be heard 
speaking it They shun Syrian com- 
panionship and become inadvertent to 
Syrian ideals and customs, thinking 
that by doing so they 7 are becoming 
Americanised. How: then, can we 
ever aspire to win the admiration and 
esteem of our American friends if we 
do not respect ourselves?” Not only 
did my mother teach us to be proud of 
our .Arab ancestry and its values of 
hospitality, generosity and service, but 
she taught us American politics as 
u r elL She was a lifelong liberal com- 
mitted to equal rights for all and com- 
passion fra - those in need Throughout 
the turbulent years of die civil rights 
movement and the straggle against 
the war in Vietnam, my mother, 
though concerned with our safety, 
was always proud of our values and 


our commitment to fairness as we 
joined in the struggle for social 
change in America. 

My mother’s commitment to her 
ideals became a source of conversa- 
tion between President Clinton and 
myself. The first few times I met with 
him. T relayed to him advice that my 
mother would offer and ask me to 
convey. 

The first time we met, for example, 
she told me to tell him "to behave 
himself and take care of business 
beca use old people needed him to 
protect social security and Medicare.” 
He laughed and, on other occasions, 
would ask “ Has your mother got any 
advice for me?” In 1996, mv mother: 
then 90, was interviewed by ABC- 
TV"s popular “Good Morning 
America” programme on why she. a 
Catholic, was supporting Bill Clinton. 
She spoke briefly, but eloquently, of 
the necessary role of government to 
provide for those in need, to be com- 
passionate. The president sent a note 
thanking my mother for her words of 
support. 

When the president spoke to our 
Arab American leadership conference 
in May of 1998, be opened his com- 
ments" with T like getting advice 
from Jim Zogby’ s mother. She has a 
remarkable read on the world." It did 
not surprise me. then, when Bill 
Clinton, the president who lost his 
mother only a few years ago, called 
me the day after my mother's death. 
He was sending a note of condolence, 
but decided to speak with me as well. 
He spoke of his sorrow at her passing 
and of the important role that mothers 
play in our lives. I told him truthfully 
(my mother always insisted on truth), 
that she had been angry with him but 
that she had supported him to the very 
end. The “get well” note he had sent 
to her the” month before was still 
proudly displayed on her mantle. 


I idd the president what, she had 
said only a month earlier when I had 
been with her in the hospital Atone 
point, she looked up and saw Ken 
Starr, the independent counsel who 
was prosecuting the president, 
appearing on the TV in her room. 
-Him,” she said. “Do I haw to look at 
him? Why doesn't someone kick him 
and make him pay back tie $40 mil- 
lion he's cost us fix- his vendetta 
against the president 7" As I talked 
with the president and told him more 
about my mother and what she 
believed. I reflected on tins remark- 
able tie that binds us all — our moth- 
ers. and the profound hole that occurs 
in our lives when we lose them. His 
mother bad been a nurse in Arkansas, 
mine a teacher in New York. As dif- 
ferent as our backgrounds bad been, 
we shared a common loss and spbfe 
a common language. 

The president was not the only one 
to call or write. Vice President Gore 
called and Yasser Arafat wrote. My 
family was gratified by hundreds of 
faxes and letters from embassies, gov- 
ernment and business leaders, friends 
and former students. 

Jesse Jackson reached me at a low 
point and offered a pastor’s wisdom 
in consolation. “Don’t give infVhe 
said, ‘‘tire measure of her successes a 
mother will be your ability to jrise 
above the pain to continue to do the 
great things she inspired you to do.” 
That is exactly what my mother 
would have said. 

My mother, Celia Ann Zogby, 
would never have looked at hecseffas 
a great woman. She was a mother aid 
a teacher doing what God had put her 
on earth to do. She wanted ap praise, 
just respect She simply wanted die 
lessons die taught to be learned and 
tbe love sbe gave to be shared. 

In that regard, she was like all moth- 
ers. And tha was her greatness., v. . 
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What ‘pariahs’ have in common 


By George S. Hishmeh 

WASHINGTON — WHAT DOES 
Saddam Hussein, Muammar Qadhafi 
and Fidel Castro have in common? 

One obvious answer is longevity, or 
endurance under futile long-term eco- 
nomic sanctions imposed by short- 
sighted Western powers. 

In fact these leaders, ft'ke many other 
autocrats in the Third World, are most 
likely to survive the ongoing Western 
machinations to unseat them and, 
probably like Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, some may die in their sleep 
or while in office. 

John Duke Anthony, a professor at 
Johns Hopkins University here and 
president of the National Council on 
U.S.-Arab Relations, subscribes to 
this view. In published remarks, he 
said of the Cuban leader : 

“Here is someone demonised as a 
pariah but he stays on and plays soft- 
ball and has an audience with the pope 
and smokes those stogies... Castro is a 
survivor, (Libyan leader Muammar) 
Qadhafi would be a second. Khomeini 
died in his sleep. There are quite a few 
examples where pariahs — and 
Saddam Hussein is one — lived to an 
old age." 

In what has been described here by 
commentators or editorialists as “tip- 
toe" or “baseball" diplomacy, the 
Clinton administration has this month 
reached the belated conclusion that it 
is time to begin relaxing the econom- 
ic embargo on Cuba, a relic of the 
cold war imposed 37 years ago, in a 
bid “to expand contacts between 
Americans and Cubans." 

This modest relaxation was actually 
a slap in the face of, among others, a 
bipartisan American group of stal- 
warts of the American Establishment 
such as Henry Kissinger and Senator 


John Warner, which urged the creation 
of a bipartisan commission to review 
U.S. policy toward Cuba. The learned 
view here is that the Clinton adminis- 
tration’s rejection was attributed to 
Vice President A1 Gore's presidential 
aspirations which could suffer should 
the influential anti-Castro Cuban 
community in America, sizeable in 
some key states, suspect the 
Democratic Party is now soft on 
Castro. 

By any calculation, U.S. policy has 
failed to bring about quicker change 
in Cuba, only 70 miies across the 
Florida Straits, than other gradual 
measures. 

It is amazing that U.S. policy-mak- 
ers do not see the obvious and contin- 
ue to repeat the same blunders vis-a- 
vis Iraq as they did in Cuba, with the 
result that Washington will in the end 
be as isolated over its policy toward 
Baghdad as it was over Havana. 

U.S. policy toward Iraq is multi- 
faceted with no light at the end of the 
tunnel. Washington is banking on the 
toothless Iraqi opposition, now to the 
tune of $97 million, but to date every- 
thing they have done has come to 
naught. 

The U.S.-led bombing raids, exem- 
plified by the recent three-day bomb- 
ing campaign, have not yielded any. 
significant results. The Iraqi regime, It 
is said, can still rebuild its arsenal of 
biological weapons in six months. As 
a matter of fact Pope John Paul sound- 
ed disappointed, telling diplomats 
accredited to the Vatican January 1 1 , 
that the bombing “complicated" prob- 
lems and left “the civilian population 
to bear the tragic consequences." 

Even the much-touted U.S. policy of 
containment, illustrated in the no-fly 
zones in both the north and the south 
of the country, has yet to bring about 


change in Iraq eight years after the 
Gulf War. 

More significantly is Washington’s 
uphill fight to rally support to its 
viewpoint within the U.N. Security 
Council, now that the Clinton admin- 
istration has admitted its spying role 
in Iraq. Its shameless attempt to justi- 
fy its undercover actions as intended, 
to help the wayward UNSCOM will 
not convince many and will surely 
result in the U.N. inspectors staying 
out of Iraq for good — as they ought 
to — after their loss of virginity. 

The American readers of”the Sunday 
Telegraph (of London) must be dumb- 
founded to learn from- Scott Ritter, the 
discredited former U.N. inspector, 
where he wrote: “British intelligence 
officials, concerned at the damage the 
U.S. tactics (over the installation of a 
listening device in Iraq) would do to 
UNSCOM’s credibility, protested by 
withdrawing the team of British offi- 
cers working on the inspection effort." 

In no way should this be miscon- 
strued as tolerance of the Iraqi 
regime's policies, but rather to under- 
line the futility of the economic sanc- 
tions and its disastrous consequences 
on the hapless Iraqi people. 

Isn't it more logical that, as in the 
case with Cuba under the new U.S. 
policy, that the more Iraqis come in 
contact with non-Iraqis the likelier 
they will opt for change or more 
relaxation. 

Winston Churchill once said that 
Americans can be counted on to do 
the right thing after they have 
exhausted all the alternatives. 
Inshallah, but if not it may be they 
should seek help from the other mem- 
bers of the U.N. Security Council or 
some of the Arab countries which may 
still come to the fore with more 
promising ideas for a solution. 


LETTERS J 

Protest to a protest 


Tothe^diton ■ 

I AM REFERRING to the protest letter titled ‘What 
Rot' (JT, Jah. 6th). Mr. KT. Hain's point is that the 
American CIA has nothing to do with allegedTiiteiS'eS- 
tion to promote Christianity in India at the expen&3)f 
Islam. 

In trying to make- his point, he unnecessarily, men- 
tioned the name of Prophet Mohammad (peace' and 
blessing of God be upon him), and referred to him as 
Mohammad. Like all Muslims. I find this extremely 
insulting, inasmuch I find insulting writing ‘’here ifra 
Ramadan gift for you Saddam" on a rocket meant as a 
Christmas, gift to the Iraqi children in Iraq. It is also 
impolite to use JT, or what he refers to as “a local 
English language paper.” to defend the CIA and the pol- 
icy of the American government Using a local newspa- 
per to defend a foreign policy and offend locals by a 
guest is extremely discourteous and uncivilised. 

I ask Mr. Hain to respect Jordanians and Muslims, ami 
I ask the editor of JT to carefully edit such material 
before publishing it to Jordanians, 95 per cent of whom 
are Muslims. . -- 

Haider Frabat 
. . Amman 


The way of democracies 

To the editor: 

RUTH ANDERSON (‘The way it is,' JT, Jan. 11). uses 
crimes of individuals in and out of U.S. government 
authority to substantiate assumptions about U.S. inten- 
tions and actions with reference to the Palestine/Israel 
problem. — - 4 - 

We Americans who are in sympathy with the aspira- 
tions of the Palestine people are not against the aspirar 
tipns of the Israeli people in so far as they are just .and 
■right. Americans who voice support of Israel againsttfic 
interests of Palestinians are acting as individual citizens 
exercising their rights, guaranteed under our cxrastiCQ- 
tion. to speak their minds. Likewise. Americans who 
give voice to the Palestinian cause against the legitimate 
interests of Israelis are exercising their identical rights. 
That individuals can be wrong headed is not news neris | 
it unexpected as people are of quite varied ability to dis- ; 
bnguish right from wrong. There are, quite frankly, 
political reasons for U.S. leaders to go against reason to. 
support Israeli interests in the face of legitimate 
Palestinian aspirations. - J ’ 

Ruth Anderson does not speak for American attitudes 
on the matter any more than President Clinton sets^an 
example for American sexual morals. That-~the 
r *^ an P e< ?Pk Cian divorce their politics from moral* 
while furthering the general advance of good civiUsa' 
tion, speaks for practical politics. We can condemn" the 
enmes of others while dealing with our own'cturariaKT 
we can disagree with those who do not do as. we wish 
without condemning them. We can elect a Washing^?- 
Lincoln, and Roosevelt, or a Nixon, Clinton" or 
Loohdge. We have no benevolent philosopher king who 
can speak and act for us all. In a democracy things eah 
go hombly wrong. America has a constitution -whidi 
can right the wrongs or at least change the pointer on tbs 
sign. America can be the best ally of Palestirifi'.#e 
some citizens are anti-Israel and others ‘-are- antk 
ruiesune. Americans have their rights — and-lfe-F 
wrongs. American Blacks and American Natives aswett 
as Palestinian Americans and Jewish Americans 1 #® 1 , 
the way toward living together. . 

^ a , u ^ * s — finding common canse.I^ 

dut inScl VeD ln ^ lmpeachment 

Frank Good®*” I 
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They belie m in the power of the word. And the 
word is advertising. Meet the men of cloth who 
want to convince you that the Son of Man is no 
“hi imp" 

By Ann Tr enema n 

IN THE beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with Cod and the Word was God. So 
said John. You know, the apostle who could 
really write. AU of that was a few years ago. 
and these days he might need to update that 
sentence. In the beginning was the Brief and 
the Brief was with God and the Brief was God. 
It’s the kind of thing that might resonate with 
the Churches Advertising Network, that band 
of misunderstood Christians who decided a 
few months ago that the brief for this spring’s 
advertising campaign should be The Real 
Jesus. You know, the revolutionary who died 
on the cross. No, not the guy wearing dish- 
toweifor a dress, who is always surrounded by- 
lambs and children. The guy with the crown of 
thorns. The guy who, in fact. looks remarkably 
like Che Guevara. You know-, the Argentinian 
atheist and T-shirt icon. 

The advertising campaign showing Jesus 
looking awfully like Che was launched fin 
Britain] this week. The red-and-black poster 
pictures the Son of God looking off into the 
distance, as revolutionaries in berets often do, 
with a slogan underneath that says “Meek. 
MilcL As if. Discover the real Jesus." The tra- 
ditionalists are appalled. It is blasphemy. Che 
and Jesus! Really. The Bishop of Wakefield 
feared the adverts would "trivial ise the mys- 
tery of the godhead." He added: ‘i am not sure 
it is the proper way of presenting the message 
of love and peace.” The Bishop of St . Albans, 
the Right Rev Christopher Herbert, said that 
young people might think that "As If’ was a 
pop group. "The image is very Sixties." he 
said. "I cannot see how it will appeal to 
younger generations.” 

1 asked a member of the Churches Advertis- 
ing Network, the Rev Peter Owen-Jones. 
whether he thinks that young people might 
think that As.If is a pop group, and it is his turn 
for a little outrage. "Tliat demonstrates the 
problem rather than solves it. And you can 
quote me on that." Before he became a vicar in 


Haslingfield. Cambridge, three years ago. Rev 
Owen- June* wa.s an advertising copywriter, 
hut he didn’t anticipate that this campaign 
would be called blasphemous. He thinks the 
reality of church life docs have a hard edge. [( 
is not all white lambs and blue-eyed children. 
He savb that the problem is that although the 
churches are pan of the Establishment 
now. their founder simply was 
not. So there is bound to 
be tension between _ ' jgm 

the two. even now. : • 

"It is uncomfortable ~ ~ • Jm 

for them,” he says. 

He blames the Vic- 
torians. They are the ■ . ■ 

ones who created the 
sepia portrait we all 
have of Jesus, happy and tfr 
smiling in dress and halo. - 

This is Christ, our Saviour 
of the Comfy Slippers 
mentality. It is an extreme- 
ly nice image hut also, per- 
haps, rather ineffectual. And 
not that far from the way 
many people perceive the 
Church itself these days. The 
reality is far different. “As a 
vicar you deal with tragedy and 
the .apparent senselessness of it 
all." says Rev Owen-Junes. “You 
deal with drug addiction and alco- 
holism and self-interest in the 
extreme. You deal with selfishness 
and greed. These arc all things that 
every vicar would have to com fori and deal 
with in other people, as well as look at our 
own personal failings” 

Meek and mild. As if. Rev Owen-Jones 
thinks that hard-edged and gritty is more like 
it. And revolutionary. ‘This campaign really is 
an honest attempt to try to deal with a pari of 
the story which will not be unfamiliar to peo- 
ple who actually read the Bible. Jesus was 
anti-materialism and anti-greed. This is a rev- 
olutionary line, especially in our society 
today.” 

Tom Ambrose is a vicar and the director of 
communications in the Church of England 
diocese of Ely. He is also a member of the Net- 


work. ‘it’s terrible that Christians want the 
picture of Jesus to be a sort of a wimp!" He 
says. “Jesus created an absolute revolution in 
the lives of the people who wrote the Gospels. 


A 


The reverends Ambrose and 
Owen-Jones: "Jesus was anti 
greed: today that’s revolutionary” 


That’s why they wrote about it. You can read 
the story of feeding the 5,000 and it is about 
baskets and bread — or you can read it again 
and it’s 5.000 men hiding away in companies 
of 50 and 100. drawn up like an army." In the 
end Jesus lied. He didn’t want to be that kind 
of revolutionary. But that’s what the people — 
those men and Herod et al — thought he was. 
‘That’s why he was crucified!” 

The members of Churches Advertising Net- 
work are bound together by two tilings: They 


arc Christians (though they belong to different 
denomi nations 1 and they believe in the power 
ol advertising. They are controlled by no one. 
Every Christmas and Easter they work, with 
the creative team drawn from Christians in the 
media, to make a campaign. The members of 
the Network reject labels such as “modernist" 
and “radical", but that is what they are. Not 
particularly because ihev believe 
. _ that the real Je>u> was a 

■mil ' revolutionary, but 

’ .- : - because they 
believe in adver- 
tising and its 
power to make peo- 
i pie think. “We don’t 

do wallpaper. We do 
1 advertising.” says 

f Rev Tom Ambrose. 

“Unless it makes you 
k stop and think twice, 
ft then what's it for ? Our 
I adverts will be up in the 
I High Street against 
r everyone else's. We want 
ours to be stronger than 
that. Maybe we have suc- 
ceeded." 

Robert Ellis, communica- 
ble lions director for the Church 

of England in Lichfield, 
helped found the network in 
1991. I asked who the network 
serves. “There is a huge debate 
on that one. We exist to serve the 
Church, which to a large extent 
has not got a clue about advertis- 
ing and marketing and public relations. The 
gap berween the Church and the public is set- 
ting larger by the day. Tilts is about closing 
that gap. It's an uphill struggle." He says that 
many in the Church do not even know what the 
scenery is. 1 don’t either, so I ask. He means 
the scenery for advertising. “For them adver- 
tising is a puke-green or fluorescent orange 
piece of paper written on in felt tip behind a 
piece of cling film, flapping dejected in the 
wind.” He says that the early Church did have 
a clue. They had mystery plays and John Wes- 
ley and his horse and “dear old St. Paul in his 
boat.” 


All of this seems very far aw ay from Che in 
his beret, however. Bui every one — the vicars 
and the crealives — insist that this should not 
be taken that way. They have used Che as an 
icon, an image, an idea. Chas Bayfield is a 
member of Christians in Media and he is one 
of the “erearives” behind the campaign. He 
says that the revolutionary idea came quickly 
and he. for one. thinks it is perfect. He says 
that there is an image now of Jesus as “a bit of 
a poof." This i;. simply not appropriate. “We 
felt very strongly that Christ is misrepresented 
terribly. It’s almost insulting. 1 want to be 
known as a follower of this amazing revolu- 
tionary man, not some effeminate fairy in a 
white dress. I'm a grown man. i can't believe 
in fairies!” 

Nor does he particularly believe in Che Gue- 
vara. “I didn't really know much about him. In 
fact. 1 didn’t even know he was a Communist. 
But he really is the Trivial Pursuit revolution- 
ary. isn’t he? He's the one everyone recognis- 
es. 1 mean, most people couldn’t even name 
too many revolutionaries. If! were to say 'Car- 
los the Jackal' to you. would you know what 
he looks like?” 1 say that. yes. I would. Square 
face and Michael Caine glasses. I’m not sure 
about the revolutionary bit. though. Mr. Bay- 
field sighs. "Well, most wouldn’t. My old 
granny wouldn't. Che really is the token revo- 
lutionary." 

Somehow I don’t think Che would agree. 
Judy Beishon. of the executive committee of 
the Socialist Party, says that she thinks the 
campaign is a bit strange. "If anything, it is 
probably a bit unfair to Che Guevara." But say 
we agree, just lor the moment, that Che is just 
"an icon and that Jesus is the real revolutionary. 
Does it mean anything deeper, really? The 
Churches Adventsing Network would say yes. 
Rev Peter Owen-Jones believes there is a quiet 
revolution going on. The Church is changing. 
It has to change. "It is absolutely right that it is 
uncomfortable. It provokes change — and that 
is what Jesus did. Change is never easy. The 
Church is not comfortable with this image. It 
is more comfortable to have this meek, mild 
person bumbling around taking care of lost 
cats. But that’s not the reality of it at all.” 

— The Independent 
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Virtual Lego set to 
transform toytown 


By Matthew Green 

Reuters 

HALF A CENTURY after 
children first played with 
Lego, the plastic building 
bocks have been swept off 
the carpet and onto the com- 
puter screen. 

The thneeAlinjensionaJ soft- 
ware version of the Danish 
Lego Group’s colourful inter- 
locking blocks is one of a 
new wave of toys aimed at 
tempting children with tech- 
nology and changing the way 
they play. 

T like it because' you can 
click on things and make 
them move." said seven-year- 
old Samuel White, testing an 
on-screen Lego kit at a 
toyshop in London. 

His five-year-old brother 
George nodded in silent 
approval as nearby stacks of 
the plastic sets stood for the 
moment forgotten. 

Nostalgic adults, who 
remember the plastic 
coloured bricks from their 
own childhood, were scepti- 
cal 

The kids definitely prefer 
it, but as a member of the 
older generation I prefer the 
real thing." said Samuel and 
George’s uncle, Keith Lam- 
bert 

To adults like Lambert the 
jvholepointofatoy like Lego 
is using your hands to build 
things, not a mouse and a 
computer screen, 

Bui toy manufacturers have 
always sought to utilise new 
technology in their designs, 
said Geny Masters, secretary 1 



Politics in Korea furore 
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From building block to building byte: Lego 
is aiming for the computer generation 


of the British Association of 
Toy Retailers. 

"Inventors of toys have 
always had a very sharp eye 
for the technology market.” 
said Masters. "Electric train 
sets came out in the 1920s 
when electricity was still a 
relative novelty.” Early train 
sets, which were prone to 
catching fire due ro an erratic 
power supply, seem like 
mediaeval relics next to com- 
puterised versions of toys. 

But Masters said there was 
room enough in the nursery 
for both of them. 

“I don’t see a war between 
physical toys and computers 
because both offer a different 
experience,” he said. 

"We're still selling loads of 
Monopoly sets, even though 
you can get Monopoly on the 
computer.” 

When it comes to physical 
toys, playthings stay the 
same. 

The finger-length clay 


Roman soldier at the London 
Toy and Model Museum is 
not so different from the bat- 
tery-powered Buzz Lightyeur 
figure popular almost 2,000 
years later. 

The museum’s marketing 
and exhibition manager. 
Matthew O’Reilly, said the 
way children play with toys 
has nor fundamentally 
changed. 

"There’s only been about 
five toys ever made... they've 
just been redeveloped with 
different outer skins," he said. 

But according to one psy- 
chologist. modem technolo- 
gy has created a virtual toy 
like none of its of predeces- 
sors. 

A hundred years ago toy- 
makers wowed children w ith 
wind-up bears using wad- 
dling limbs powered by the 
latest clockwork gudgetry. 

They look pretty crude in 
comparison to "cyberpcls” — 
microchip powered play- 


things like the Tam- 
agotchis front Japan. 

These plastic gizmos 
display an on-screen 
domestic animal which 
their owners feed by 
pressing tiny buttons. 

If they are not fed regularly, 
they slowly die. - 

"/ do actually think they’re 
a new breed of toy„.ihey’rc 
very interesting psychologi- 
cally.” Mark Griffiths, a psy- 
chologist at Nottingham 
Trent University. told 
Reuters. 

“Rather than being the mas- 
ter of the toys, to some extent 
you become a slave to them.” 
he said. 

Whalexer their merits, the 
demand for interactive com- 
puter games for youngsters is 
increasing. 

"The market is souring now 
and it’s going to soar further." 
said a spokesman for the 
European Leisure Software 
Publishers Association, citing 
information from ChanTrack 
which monitors sales of com- 
puter games. 

Britons spend on estimated 
1 .6 billion pounds a year on 
toys, with around 20 to 60 
million pounds paid for hand- 


made toys like rocking horses 
and teddy bears, according to 
figures from the British Toy- 
makers’ Guild. 

Guild Manager Robert 
Nathan said demand for more 
traditional, hand-crafted toys 
was steady. 

"Computer games general- 
ly are self-limiting, they’re 
only as good as the program- 
mers' imagination." he said. 

But children who are 
increasingly playing with 
toys made with three-dimen- 
sional computer modelling 
techniques rather than car- 
pentry skills could be enhanc- 
ing their minds. 

Educational psychologist 
Jenni Smith said youngsters 
can expand their abstract rea- 
soning powers through com- 
puter games such us the new 
virtual Lego. 

“It exeroiscs the mind in a 
more mature way." she said. 

Keith Lambert was uncon- 
vinced as he wandered with 
his nephews into the model- 
making section of the 
toyshop. 

“I'd much prefer to see 
them building things with real 
bricks, bui then. 1 work in the 
building industry." he said. 


By Elaine Lies 

Reuters 

RECENT REPORTS in Japan 
about North Korea deploying 
medium-range missiles suggest to 
some analysis that Tokyo may be 
using an issue to bolster its own 
defence pasture. 

A Japanese Self-Defence 
Forces report saying Rodong-I 
missiles, which have a range of 
1300 kilometres, had been devel- 
oped and deploy ed got beau 
media play this past weekend. 

The story drew anention despite 
the fact analysts in South Korea 
said the Rodbng-1 missiles were 
assumed to have been deployed 
soon after their development in 
around 1993. 

With a coalition government set 
for launch this month involving an 
opposition party noted for favour- 
ing a firmer defence stance, some 
observers in Japan view the latest 
furore with scepticism. 

“There's a lex of things at work 
that are putting security on the 
front burner and it would not sur- 
prise me at aU if people are w ork- 
ing behind the scenes to make 
something out of this." said John 
Neuffer. a political analyst at the 
Mitsui Marine Research Institute. 

"I'd be very surprised if (the 
missile deployment i weren’t 
being used as a political tool right 
now." The ruling Liberal Democ- 
ratic Party has spent recent 
months wooing the Liberal Party, 
an opposition party led by Ichiro 
Ozawa, a conservative former 
LDP member and vocal propo- 
nent of a greater military role for 
Japan. 

Worldwide concern was 
touched off by the launch last 
August of what is believed to ha'e 
been North Korea’s latest genera- 
tion missile, the Taepodong. but 
defence analysts said the Rodong 
issue was more svmholk' than 


real. 

Noting that all of North Korea is 
within. range of a formidable array 
of weapons held by U.S. Forces 
based ib'Japan. defence analyst 
Kazuhisa Ogawa said: "They 
know that if they shot off anything 
they'd be hit really hard in 
response. 

"The issue must be viewed as a 
threat but little more — there’s no 
real danger from the Rodong.” 
Ogatra said. 

A spokesman at Japan's 
Defence Agency declined to com- 
ment on the flurry of media 
reports on North Korea deploying 
more missiles. 

'These reports are not some- 
thing we hive published. The 
newspapers obtained this informa- 
tion themselves,” he said. 

Weekly tabloid magazines have 
also taken up the stoty. The latest 
edition of the weekly Shukan 
Shincho carried a report alleging 
North Korean soldiers may 
already have infiltrated Japan. 

.Analysts were reluctant to spec- 
ulate on the origin of the reports, 
bur most agreed the issue had 
arisen at a convenient time for the 
government and for the LDP as it 
seeks a coalition with the Literals, 
w hose main platform is a stronger 
Japanese defence. 

Seen as a move to accommo- 
date the Liberal Parry, the LDP 
has placed high on the next parlia- 
ment's agenda bills aimed at push- 
ing through new U^.-Japan 
defence cooperation guidelines, 
which would entail a wider role 
for the Japanese military. 

Parliament opens on January 19 
and debate is likely to be particu- 
larly fierce given a recent upswcll 
in sentiment in favour of rewriting 
Japan's constitution, which con- 
fines its forces to a defensive role. 

Far-right conservatives have 
long called for rewriting the docu- 
ment. w hich they fed was forced 


on them by the U.S. 

Occupation authorities who 
framed it after Japan's defeat in 
World War D. 

Analysis noted a senior Liberal 
Party official sad on Tuesday his 
party wanted the constitution to be 
revised, and that he expected a 
special parliamentary committee 
to be set up to study it during the 
next session. 

“Certainly there i* the problem 
of the defence guidelines, and 
there also will be debate about the 
constitution." said political analyst 
Kichiya Kbbayashi. 

'Given these circumstances. 1 
believe there could well be some 
voices emerging to fan this sort of 
(security) fear." Another analyst, 
who declined ro be named said: 
“(Ichiro) Ozawa's views on secu- 
rity have teen known for years. 
But the climate created by last 
year's Taepodong launch has cer- 
tainly proven to be a good oppor- 
tunity." That launch forced Japan's 
Defence Agency to acknowledge 
that Japan could not defend itself 
from ballistic missiles. 

Only a few weeks later Japan 
announced it would join the Unit- 
ed States in research into a satel- 
lite-based Theatre Missile 
Defence (TMD) sy stem. 

Subsequently, the government 
has said it would develop its first 
spy satellites. 

“There’s no question that peo- 
ple in government who have teen 
in favour of systems such as TMD 
have teen handed quite a chance, 
and they are using it." said Noriyu- 
ki Suzuki, chief analyst at ite 
Tokyo-based Radiopress, which 
specialises in monitoring broad- 
casts from Pyongyang. 

Suzuki said the real concern is 
whether another Taepodong will 
be launched adding: "The 
Redone is reallv not an issue.” 


To have and to hold: Handbags for posterity 


themselves and purses.” said "Vintage 
By Richard Chang At Their Best” author Lynell 

Reuters Schwartz. “The fact is that they're getting 

harder to get and iUs a challenge to find 
POP INTO any antique show and it is them. They’re works of art. As a result, 
obvious: Handbags are in — not just the vintage handbag prices have nsen "much 
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standard variety but also ones tltat resem- 
ble telephones or milk buckets, beaded, 
buckled, or accordioned ones and many 
others. 

As fashion has gone retro, so have 
i a ccessories. io the point that Sotheby s 

held its first exclusive handbag auction 
hsr month. The event raised 5262,545 
font the sale of 163 items including an 
$1 1 ^00 ruby-glazed, bejeweled alligator 
evening bag that was barely a year old. 

“Handbags are getting very collectible 
DOw * very hoc — even just purse frames 


better than 10 per cent a year." and some 
have doubled or tripled in just a few 
years. Schwartz said. 

‘ Part of the reason is that a small but 
mowing number of. women are willing to 
pay for tzood designs in a minor revival 
of 'the handbag heyday of the booming 
-SOs "At one time 1 could buy what I col- 
lect for SK1H to $150” said Karen Davt- 
dov, who fancies bags shaped like lob- 
sters, boats or other objects. “Now I may 
see bags for 5300 up to $122002' At 
Sotheby's, striking handbags included a 


1998 Jean-Paul Gaultier aluminium 
bucket with leather straps ( 52.5S7), a 
1998 Kelly Bag by Tom Sachs dial is 
pasted all over with silver duct tape 
(SI. 725), a Wadsworth compact kii 
shaped like a camera ($1,725) and a 
1997 Gianni Versace leaf overlaid bag 
worn by Madonna to the London pre- 
miere of’Evila." 

Surprisingly, though, the highest prices 
went to unspectacular leather Kelly Bags 
by French fashion house Hermes, sever- 
al of which fetched from $2300 ro 
$10,350. 

"The most expensive bags are Hermes, 
no questions asked." said Joy Liotti Hor- 
vath, a designer and owner of The 
Leather Studio in Southport, Connecti- 
cut "It's a status symbol, unique. Not 


everyone knows about iL unlike Louis 
Vuitiun. There's no machine stitching.” 
Even more important lur buyers. "Her- 
mes is collectible because you can get a 
second-hand one cheaper than a new 
one” she said. Basic designs have barely 
changed since the 1950s so they are 
never really out of style. A Hermes Kelly 
Bag selling for 54,000 new can be had 
for $2,000 to 52.500 u^dL she said. 

Another ace name is Judith Liebcr, 
maker of rhinestone- studded metal bags 
shaped tike animals and other objects. A 
glittering Lieber panda and a dog sold 
together for $+.025 at Sotheby’s. An ele- 
phant head evening bog adorned with 
garnets, green onyx and rhinestone trim 
fetched $2,185. 

'They're expensive to begin with and 


will become almost an heirloom item.” 
Horvath said of Lieber handbags. 

Among unbrunded bags, glass-beaded 
ones depicting elaborate scenes are the 
most valuable. Many of these are one-of- 
a-kind artworks handmade mostly in 
France. Germany. China and Japan. 

"A scenic beaded purse I saw for $300 
to $400 a couple of years ago is now in 
the SI, 000 ranee or more,” Schwanz 
said. 

Of course the beads must aJJ be inlacL 
"If they’re not absolutely perfect they’re 
not worth it," Horvath said. 

Mesh bags, also called chatelaine 
armour, are back in vogue, with brands 
such as Mandalian & Hawkins and 
Whiting & Davis from the 1920s and 
1 930s among the most popular. Some are 
enamelled in various colours, giving 
them a look of woven tapestries. These 
are worth up to $350, according to 
Roseann Ettinger, author of "Handbags." 


Mesh bags have become scarce because 
some of the early ones were used as 
scouring pads after an article in "Popular 
Mechanics" in the 1930s advised readers 
how to scour pots with them when they 
lost their colour. Schwartz said. 

7b inaintairt the condition :tnd value of 
handbags, experts advise storing them 
with acid-free tissue and not using lliem 
too often. Do not hang heavy purses such 
as steel-beaded ones because they start 
pulling away from the frame. Schwartz 
said. 

As for collecting, experts say always 
buy what you like, not whatever is 
already in vogue. 

“I’ve always made money for anything 
that I’ve bought.” Horvath said. Tm 
now collecting apple seed purses. In the 
early 1900s in areas with lots of apples 
young girls dried apple seeds and strung 
ihem~like beads (to make purses). It’s u 
real American craft form” 
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World economic growth rate 
to slip further in 1999 — EIU 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Global economic growth 
is expected to fall fur- 
ther to 1.3 per cent in 
1 999 as transition 
economies led by Russia 
contract and oil prices 
collapse in the Middle 
East, the Economist 
Intelligence Unit (EIU) 
said in a statement 
received here Tuesday. 

The London-based 
EIU estimated world 
economic growth at 1.5 
per cent last year, when 
the full effects of the 
regional crisis that 
began in Asia in mid- 
July 1997 resounded in 
other parts of the world. 

The recession sweep- 
ing much of Asia will 
persist throughout 1999 
though "at a less alarm- 


ing rate” and the 
region's gross domestic 
product (GDP) as a 
whole will grow by 0.7 
per cent in 1999. an 
improvement from a 
contraction of 1.6 per 
cent in 1998. the EIU 
said in the 1999 edition 
of its World Outlook. 

Among the seven 
regional groupings sur- 
veyed by the EIU, the 
transition economies in 
Eastern Europe would 
contract by 1.0 per cent 
in 1999. a further 
decline from 0.5 per 
cent in 1998. it said. 

“The outlook for tran- 
sition economies will be 
dominated by the con- 
tinuing collapse in 
Russian output.” the 
EIU said. 


"Even in the unlikely 
event that the political 
situation is soon sta- 
bilised. renewed infla- 
tion and declining out- 
put are inescapable in 
1999," it added. 

Major oil exporters in 
the Middle East are 
forecast to experience 
negative growth for the 
second consecutive year 
in 1999. EIU said. 

But a stronger perfor- 
mance in North Africa 
would mitigate the 
downside of a dismal 
economy in the Middle 
East, with the combined 
growth rate in these two 
areas falling to 0.2 per 
cent this year from 0.5 
per cent a year ago. 

The GDP growth rate 
in Latin America will be 


limited to 0.8 per cent 
this year, down from 2.7 
per cent last year, due to 
tighter monetary and 
fiscal policy. 

North America's GDP 
growth rate would fall 
to 1.6 per cent in 1999 
from 3.4 per cent a year 
ago “as weaker equity 
prices and tighter credit 
conditions slow domes- 
tic demand growth,” it 
said. 

The decline in external 
demand from North 
America and weaker 
stock markets and a 
strong euro would 
reduce Western 

Europe’s GDP growth to 
1.8 per cent in 1999 
from 2.6 per cent last 
year. 


With economy shrinking, Russians 
likely to default on more loans 


MOSCOW (API — As 
Russia’s economy shrivels, 
here’s the big financial 
question for 1999: How 
will Moscow pay back bil- 
lions of dollars in loans 
due this year to Western 
banks and governments? 

Answer: It can’t. And 
President Boris Yeltsin’s 
government is making no 
apologies for its inability 
to pay. 

■ In fact, Russian officials 
have accused Western 
lenders of doling out bad 
financial advice along with 
their money, and Moscow 
has unilaterally announced 
restructuring plans for 
some debts, further antago- 
nizing its impatient credi- 
tors. 

"Contrition does not 
seem to form pan of the 
Russian psyche." said Eric 
Kraus, head of fixed 
income at Dresdner Bank 
in Moscow. “Russia is in a 
situation where it can’t pay 
its full debt burden. But the 
government’s attitude has 
been to tell creditors what 
it plans to do, and then give 
them a vteek or two to 
accept it." 

Russia has run up rough- 
ly $150 billion in debts to 
Western lenders that have 
been sending money 
throughout this decade to 
help Russia make the tran- 
sition to a market econo- 
my. 

Even as the Russian 
economy foundered, the 
loans flowed in because 
the United States and manv 


European governments felt 
Russia was too big. too 
important, and too unpre- 
dictable to -be allowed to 
suffer an economic melt- 
down. 

But after Russia’s finan- 
cial markets crumbled in 
August, in the wake of the 
Asian crisis, and the gov- 
ernment effectively 

defaulted on some domes- 
tic and foreign debts, the 
West turned off the money 
tap for the first time in 
years. 

Russia has missed a 
number of big debt pay- 
ments in recent months, 
and faces $17.5 billion in 
foreign debts due this year. 
The government had said it 
hoped to repay 59.5 billion 
and re-negotiate the rest. 

But the government said 
Tuesday that it planned to 
spend just $4.6 biTGon on 
foreign debts. . ' • •; 

“I think we’II see some 
more defaults.” said Peter 
Westin. an economist with 
the Russian European Cen- 
ter for Economic Policy. 
"Russia simply doesn’t 
have any money and it 
faces large payments every 
month this year.” 

For millions of impover- 
ished Russians, all this talk 
of high finance seems 
utterly irrelevant to their 
daily struggles. For many, 
Russia’s formal economy 
collapsed years ago. and 
the notion of going to a 
factory or an office every 
day and receiving a regular 
salary is a distant niemorv. 


These Russians stay a 
few steps ahead of destitu- 
tion by growing their own 
potatoes, by turning then- 
wheezing cars into gypsy 
taxis, and negotiating all 
sorts of creative barter 
deals with friends and 
neighbours. 

Still. the debt negotia- 
tions, which promise to be 
tedious, protracted affairs, 
are enormously important 
to Russia. 

Yeltsin’s government 
periodically blames the 
International Monetary 
Fund and other foreign 
lenders for Russia’s woes. 
But Moscow needs the 
money to cover basic 
expenses such as paying 
teachers, soldiers and pen- 
sioners who already get 
their money months late. 

Also, Russian leaders 
still see their country as a 
major international power, 
and Moscow needs good, 
working relations with 
Western financial institu- 
tions if Russia wants to be 
a full-fledged member of 
the global economy. 

After nearly a decade of 
recession, one of the worst 
ever endured by an indus- 
trialized nation, Russia’s 
economic decline is diffi- 
cult to overstate. 

This year, the country’s 
overall economic output is 
forecast to fall well below 
that of Belgium. Russia's 
146 million people are 
expected to produce an 
economy worth only $175 
billion, while Belgium’s 10 


million people arel expect- 
ed to crank out $272 bil- 
lion worth of output. 

Russia also has a large 
shadow economy that’s 
impossible to measure, but 
even that only marginally 
improves the bleak picture. 

As Yeltsin’s government 
tries to figure out how to 
pay all its bills, here's 
another sobering thought: 
Russia's national budger 
this year, which is equal to 
$26 billion, can't march 
-the sum the U.S. govern- 
ment spends in a 'typical 
week: $32 billion. 

With so few resources. 
Russia's apparent debt 
strategy is to stay current 
on obligations run up this 
decade, totaling about $50 
billion, while it is likely to 
default on much of the 
Soviet-era debt it inherited, 
debt of about S 100 billion. 

Many Western govern- 
ments and banks are 
already prepared to write 
off these loans. But the 
Russian media has specu- 
lated that some creditors 
may try to seize Russian 
property abroad, a charge 
the Finance Ministry 
denies. 

“Russia has taken a 
series of civilised steps to 
solve this difficult debt 
problem,” the Finance 
Ministry said. "There is no 
question of any declaration 
of default that could be 
accompanied by arresting 
accounts and property of 
the Russian Federation 
abroad.” 


Emir calls 
on Kuwaitis 
to tighten 
their belts 


KUWAIT (AFP) — 
Kuwait's ruler. Sheikh 
Jaber A1 Ahmed AI 
Sabah, called on his peo- 
ple Monday to tighten 
their belts and reform an 
economy largely depen- 
dent on sales of crude 
oil. 

“We need to restructure 
the national economy. .... 
resolve our problems 
with lucidity and aware- 
ness and find objective 
solutions in unity,” the 
official KUNA news 
agency quoted him as 
saying. 

The emir urged 
Kuwaitis to stop living 
in luxury and extrava- 
gance as if the country 
had not been affected by 
the seven-month Iraqi 
occupation from August 
1990 and the slump in 
the price of oil. which 
accounts for 80 per cenr 
of the national budget. 

"Those who do not 
wake up in time will be 
swept away by the tor- 
rent,” he warned. 

A reform plan still to 
be approved by parlia- 
ment envisages raising 
the price of water and 
electricity, fuel, customs 
duties and medical ser- 
vices for non-nationals. 

Kuwaiti citizens, who 
make up only a third of 
the population, live in 
the ultimate welfare 
state, with no income 
tax. free- medical care 
and education, guaran- 
teed employment, heavi- 
ly-subsidised housing 
and low-priced utilities 
and fuel. ‘ 

The drop in oil prices 
has hit resources hard 
and the budget deficit for 
the cun-ent fiscal year 
through July next year is 
put at six billion dollars. 



•i»J WflB W.V1 

■EjjgMEgg l 

■■KE2HKEZII 


^213 ■EE | 



Indonesia budget aims at poor, slow recovery 


JAKARTA (R) — An emo- 
tional President BJ. Habi- 
bie has unveiled his first 
budget, promising millions 
of impoverished Indone- 
sians more help and man- 
aging at the same time to 
keep sceptical financial 
markets fairly happy. 

“They’re focusing much 
more on the social safety 
net. which is good news, 
given the need to maintain 
social stability. But its not 


as populist as it could have 
been.” Neil Saker, senior 
economist with S.G. Secu- 
rities in Singapore, said. 

"The estimates are con- 
servative. With unity and 
hard work and restoring a 
feeling of safety and stabil- 
ity. there is a big chance we 
can achieve a better situa- 
tion,” Habibie said in a 
televised budget speech of 
the country’s new econom- 
ic targets. 


His voice faltered and he 
wiped tears from his eyes 
as he spoke of Indonesia's 
slow recovery during the 
past year. 

"The social safety net 
remains a top priority in 
1999/2000 expenditure,” 
the government said in its 
main budget document. 

At least half of the coun- 
try's 200 million people 
now r live below the poverty 
line. 


The budget for the year 
starting in April targets a 
hefty budget deficit of 
around 4.8 per cent of 
gross domestic product 
which would have to be 
covered by massive new 
foreign loans. 

It also predicts that GDP 
growth will hit. zero in the 
year to eud-March 2000, 
after a brutal contraction; 
cm i mated at 12 per cent 
this fiscal veur. . . 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 

1 Damage 

5 Scheduled next 

10 Grp- of oil 
producers 

14 Lamb's pen 
name 

15 San CA 

16 Cold feet 

17 Renowned 
cookie man? 

19 Greek cheese 

20 Related 
product 

21 Funny fall 

23 Confine, as a 
P>d 

24 Barbershop 
lady? 

28 Attaches firmly 

31 Island off 


32 Upper limb 

33 Mollycoddles 
36 Jolly name for 

a flag 

39 Bring up 
41 Actor George 

43 Town in N. 
France 

44 'West Side 
Story* song 

46 Carolina rails 

48 Bean.Sp. . . 

49 Goes one 
better 

51 Frightened 
53 Line from 
‘Romeo and 

Juliet” 


57 Kubrick's . 
computer’ 

58 Eye in Aix 

59 Expert 
63 So be it) 

65 Furtive 

moonshiner? 

68 Fasten wing- 

tips 

69 Haute, IN 

70 Cupid 

71 Actress 
Sommer 

72 Up and about' 

73 Go on a tirade 

DOWN 

1 Determine 
weight by lifting 

2 Jai _ (sport) 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



Andy Capp 


By Roger Jurgovan 
Potomac, MO 

3 Hoarfrost 

4 Shining Path 
comrade 

5 GVs garb 

6 Long of ’Boyz 
N the Hood’ 

? Be inviting 

8 Spartan market 

9 Spanish 
Christmas 


festival 

10 Sflghliy askew 

11 Surreptitious 
man? 

12 Consumed 

13 Wading bird 
18 Single 

22 Nat's property 

25 .Son of Seth 

26 Sen. Kefauver 
27. Neighbor of 

Vietnam 

28 Use the earth 

29 Vicinity 

30 Wise guy? 

34 Seif-esteem 

35 Transparent 
wrap 

37 Different 

38 Crude cross 
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A collection agency is holding 
your parents for $17.95 ransom. 
What do you want to do?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri AmoW and Hke'Anph" 

f She's very interesting 


Unscramble these four Jumbles 
one tetter to each square, lo 
form four ordinary words. 


iqiMiwmwiSnwic 

AI rto*» 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


OFFiCER.TlWrMAHlSA 
SUSPICIOUS LOOKING 
CHARACTER! HSS BEEN, 
LOITERING TKERE/5T 
FOR THE /-TTCrf^SSk 

SB® 


say/ mere is rr ymo. me? ort.rr is, is rr? 
SMSW SR- I'm WELL.V6U fUST 
HOLDING 1 COME WfTrt ME 

mptuis^ and let the, 
e§! BUILDiNG . 1 BUtLDfNS FA lL. 


40 Mob melee 
42 Los Angeles 
land? 

45 Lhasa 

47 Sfammfn' 

Snead 

50 Nap in Nogales 

52 Grim character 

53 Moby Dick. e.g. 


54 Musiim porter 

55 Baseball teams 

56 Ready to go 

60 Aloe _ 

61 English school 

62 Avian abode 
64 French born 

66 Actress Meyers 

67 Plunk starter? 
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THIS HAPPENS 
WHEN THEy MET 
ON THE ./' 
INTERNET 


Print answer here: THEY P Y Y YY 

A A riTS A A 

. (Answers 

festerday’s Jumbles: DOWNY PECAN EVOLVE .-RENDER 
Answer Threading a needle can be thte—^'-- 
-AN -EYE* OPENER - . •>£ 
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4 reweiv of news from the Arabic Press 



Trade with Israel rises 30% 


** VOLUME OF trade between 
Jordan and Israel totalled $30 
million during the first nine 
months ol 1998. Israel’s Industrs 
and Trade Minister Natan Sharan- 
sky told Alam A1 Tiiarat in an 
interview this month. He indicat- 
ed that the amount represents a 
30 per cent increase over rhe fig- 
ure recorded during the same 
period in 1997. He noted that the 
volume of trade during the whole 
of 1997 and 1996 amounted to 
$30 million and $14 million 
respectively. 

Sharansky described the volume 
of trade as low and said it did not 
utilise the full capabilities noting 
that the trade agreement between 
Jordan and Israel took effect in 
April 1996. He said that there is 
wide interest among businessmen 
in both countries as to the com- 
mercial possibilities and econom- 
ic cooperation. The minister said 
Israeli exports to Jordan are 
mainly mechanical equipment, 
agricultural seeds, metals and 
chemical products. “An interest- 
ing fact is that Israeli imports 
from Jordan are also in the same 
fields,” he added. 

Sharansky blamed a number of 
heads of economic organisations 
for considering trade with Israel 


as illegitimate^and. consequently 
for preventing potential Jordan- 


ian businessmen from dealing 
with Israel. “We should afl 
remember that after approximate- 
ly 50 of total economic alienation 
it is not expected that impedi- 
ments will be penetrated at once 


and that all psychological barri- 
ers disappear." he emphasised. 
Sharansky did not expect trade 
exchange’ wiih Jordan to rise 
sharply but saw a reasonable rise 
ol between 10 and J5 percent. 

Asked about what could be done 
to boost trade exchange, the 
Israeli minister mentioned "edu- 
cational seminars that focus on 
developing commercial means 
which can very possibly be used 
lor j/n port/ex port by the two 
sides.” He said that in each coun- 
try there are export institutions, 
chambers of commerce, industri- 
al federations and similar institu- 
tions which each can function as 
an organiser for meetings, semi- 
nars and reconciliation’ gather- 
ings among companies. 

Replying to a question about 
encouraging investments in the 
region. Sharansky said both Israel 
and Jordan are trying to lure for- 
eign investors and That each of 
them has developed an excellent 
and successful package of laws 
designed to encourage invest- 
ments. "In this context, there is a 
possibility to establish coopera- 
tion between the Jordanian and 
Israeli leaderships and to embark 
on roadshows to detect the rela- 
tive advantages for each of the 
two countries within a framework 
of cooperation.” he added. How- 
ever. the most important step 
would be to sign a free trade 
agreement between Jordan and 
Israel. Sharansky said (Alam Al 
Tijarau. 
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old messes. You may be surprised at the response you set. 
because if 11 be all good. So. go ahead and make the call. ' 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You may be in for a sur- 
prise today. Something you thought was too expensive 
could actually be affordable. And something you thought 
you could afford might be niekel-and-diming you to death. 
Look at your own money a> if it belonged to somebody else. 
That will help you figure out what you cun afford and how 
you can pay it back. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21/ You’re in an inquisitive 
frame of mind today, and dial’s good. You’ll make some 
really interesting discoveries. A person you've worked with 
before knows quite a few thing> you’ve been trying to fig- 
ure out the hard way, so go ahead and ask. You may be sur- 
prised at how simple a seemingly complex matter can be. 
once you know how to do it. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 2 1 ) You have u routine you like 
to follow: and you'll be dreaming about it today, as every- 
thing falls apart before your very eves. There are surprises 
left and right and you’re caught in the middle. Don t get 
upset. You can handle even the biggest of messes, especial- 
ly if you have a little warning, and that’s what you re getting 
right here. 

LEO: i July 22 to August 21 ) Most of the difficult sturi has 
been handled by now. The next thing to do is celebrate, 
relax, have some fun and listen to a few jokes. There s one 
person in particular who always keeps you laughing. This is 
the guy or gal to hang around with today. You desene a 
break, and this person always helps you find one. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22 > Your place could be 
in a bit of an uproar, but that's OK. Sometimes you have to 
stir things up in order to get them exactly the way you want. 
In this case, it could be different front the way it was before. 
Don't worry. If you think it looks good, your Iriends and 
family will, too. Your taste is impeccable. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You're in the mood 
to ask questions, and you could get some interesting 
answers. A person you thought you knew very 1 "’ell could 
surprise you. The truth is starting to come out. and you "im- 
ply won’t settle for anything else, especially now. 'tou hate 
to make waves, but face it. You love justice ev en more. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1 ) "Show me the 
money” — that's your motto today. You ve had ii vv ith 
promises. What you need now is reality. \ou want that 
check to actually clear the bank before you 11 do any more 
work for whoever’s been selling you u bill ot goods, 
there's anv ombieuitv at all. clear it up right now. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December l ) iou rc 
laige and in charee today. You re in control ol ihcsiiuunore 
Actually, its more like you're steering the ship. Thing.-, are 
changing fast If vou stav fix-used on the goal, y ou can make 
it through this adventure and to your destination safety, stay 
loose, be creative, act quickly and don i give up. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January Jh U you vl lo 
any secrets, you’d better keep them hidden. Even so. you 
could still get a reputation for • h 

never thought about much less did. That s the . 
rumours are going to fly today. Counsel those peop t 
have a tendency to blab to stay calm and wat t v 
to come in v 

AQUARIUS: (January 71 to February 19) You 
data and all the tools you need today, bui 
quite have is the willingness to look ouwde L ■ 
Do you know that puzzle? You haveto connect nmettob 

with one straight line. It seems imp*>sibL^ ^s «■ 
Paintbrush that’s wider than die nine dob. That s du 
answer you’ll find today. e homo 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) SeLTCls aa bv r 
fcvealed. dirty laundry’ is being aired, peop e are i 
all kinds of things they probably wish they V0u - U 

does not affect you directly. >ou re Iul k> . . ; , ^ 

benefit from this situation, so you can tell “ 

calm. Tell them things will work out all right and . - 
^allymeaniL 


Birthstone of January 1 Garnet Rose Qua^ 


Airbus has 
98 orders 
worth $39b, 
turnover 
$13.3b 


PARIS (R) — Europe’s Air- 
bus consortium reported on 
Monday record I99S aircraft 
orders worth 539 billion. 

Airbus Industrie said it 
received firm orders for 556 
passenger jets in 1998. 100 
fewer than the 656 orders 
worth $42.1 billion 
announced by Boeing Co last 
Thursday. 

Airbus's 1 998 turnover 
totalled $13.3 billion, with 
229 aircraft delivered, up 
from $1 1 .6 billion in 1997. Ils 
outstanding onJerbuok stood 
at 1 .309 aircraft, worth 592.7 
billion, representing more 
than four years of production. 

"The 1 99 !$ total firm orders 
furthermore represent the 
equivalent of the consor- 
tium's total sales over the first 
17 years of existence." Airbus 
said in a statement 

Airbus delivered I6S nar- 
row-body jets in iis .4320 
range, compared to 127 in 
1 997. ;ind 6 1 A33C/340 wide- 
txxlies. versus 55. 


Euro continues to boost European bond markets 


PARIS (AFP) — Euro- 
pean hond markets con- 
tinued to rise on Monday 
because foreign investors 
arc buying European 
instruments "owing to the 
launch of the euro in a 
massive switch of invest- 
ment into the euro zone, 
dealers said on Monday. 

But they warned of 
growing alarm about debt 
conditions in Brazil and 
Russia. 

Al MPE Tresorerie in 
Paris. Philippe Peretmere 
said: "European bond 

markets are again show- 
ing growing indepen- 
dence of the big Ameri- 
can brother." 

Strong health of the 
U.S. economy, demon- 
strated by many indica- 
tors Iasi week, one of 
which being unemploy- 
ment data, had boosted 
share prices on Wall 
Street to the disadvantage 
of bonds. 

Bui in Europe govern- 
ment bonds continued to 
rise or remained very 
strong, being supported 
by a favourable outlook 
for the economy in terms 
of low in Hat ion and inter- 
est rales. 

Foreign investors con- 
tinue to give pride of 
place to the euro zone in 
a vast and profound re- 
allocation of portfolio 
funds. 

Deutsche Morgan Gren- 
fell said that German 


investors were buying 
French OAT bonds. 

On Monday, (he French 
treasury was issuing as 
usual bonds to raise S00 
million euros (S92S mil- 
lion) for 13 weeks and 
500 million euros tor 45 
weeks, and the U.S. trea- 
sury was issuing bonds to 
raise $lb billion for three 
and six months. 

On Tuesday, Japan is io 
issue six-year bonds to 
raise 90(J billion yen. and 
Italy is to issue 15.5 bil- 
lion euros for three and 
12 months. 2.5 billion 
euros for IS months and 
three billion euros for 24 
months. 

The Netherlands is to 
issue bonds to raise 2.5 
billion euros for I U years. 

On Thursday. Italy 
returns to raise about six 
billion euros with insiru- 
menis for three, five and 
30 years. 

The Japanese bond mar- 
ket fell again on Monday 
owing to an expected 
increase of tenders in 
Japan this week. 

At C1C. bond analyst 
Ciaran O' Hagan said that 
(he market, and notably 
dealers in the United 
States, was beginning to 
be seriously worried 
about Brazil. 

The credit rating for 
Brazil might be weak- 
ened by a debt moratori- 
um of 90 days announced 
on January 6 bv the state 


of Minas Gerais, Stan- 
dard and Poor’s said on 
Friday. 

If the situation in Bra 2 il 
worsened. investors 
would switch massively 
into short-term invest- 
ments. to the cost of 
stocks and bonds. 

O’ Hagan said that 
already' investors were 
beginning to move out of 
the riskiest bonds into 
safe instruments such as 
German bunds. 

And in Russia foreign 
exchange dealers said 
that a continuing full of 
the ruble advanced possi- 
ble default on Russia's 
vast foreign debt, put by 
official figures at Slid 
billion. 

One trader. who 
declined to be named, 
said: "The ruble slump is 
very bad for foreign debt 
servicing.” 

On the German market 
rhe March Bund comraci 
on the Eurex market fell 
by four basis points to 
116.79 points and the 
yield on the 10-year 
Bund dated July ZOOS fell 
to 3.772 per cent from 
3.775 per cent on Friday. 

On the French market 
the euro notional contract 
the Marif market. 


from 3.79y per cent. 

On the short-term mar- 
ket. the March Euribor 
contract on ihe Matif rose 
by one point to 9p.92. 
The threc-momh Euribor 
contract had fallen to 
3.196 per cent on Friday 
from 3.206 per cent on 
Thursday. 

In London ihe March 
gilt contract on the Litre 
market fell by 10 basis 
points to 1 19.54. The 
yield on the 111- tear eili 


dated October I99S rose 
to 4.26 percent from 4.25 
per cent. 

In the United Srates the 
yield on benchmark 30- 
year treasury bonds rose 
to 5.2SI per cent from 
5.256 percent lute on Fri- 
day. 

The CBOT T-Bond con- 
tract dated March had 
ended on Friday with a 
slump of SI cents to 
I 25.72. 


on 


reflecting 10-year inter- 
est rates, rose by six basis 
points to 112.39 points. 
The yield on the bench- 
mark OAT dated October 
2008 fell to 3.79 per cent 


GM unveils new small car project 
aimed at greater profitability 


DETROIT. Michigan 
(AFP) — General Motors 
(CM) on Monday 
unveiled a new project 
based on modular compo- 
nent assembly and co- 
design with suppliers to 
return profitability to ils 
ailing small car sector. 

■Project Yellowstone" 
features new concepts in 
product development and 
man ufacni ring. Mark 

Hogan, GM vice president 
for small car operations, 
told the Automotive News 
World Congress here. 

"We cannot afford to 
lose money on small cars 
any more," Hogan told the 
congress, which bring 
together top executives of 
the world’s leading car- 
makers. 

"All elements of GM’s 
business must contribute 
— including small cars.” 
he said. 

GM is the world’s 
largest automaker. But in 
recent years it has lost 
market share to its main 
rivals because it has been 
slower in trimming its 
bloated workforce and 
modernizing its assembly 


on material cost bench- 
marking, math-based 
engineering and a strong 
focus on common manu- 
facturing processes and 
materials had saved GM 
of millions of 


operations. 

Hogan said conventional 
approaches such as global 
converged platforms, 
global purchasing based 


hundreds 
dollars. 

"But it was not enough 
to make GM profitable in 
small cars in today’s com- 
petitive environment.” 

*'So we pulled together a 
group to explore new 
approaches using proven, 
successful besl-practice 
engineering and manufac- 
turing concepts from 
throughout the world,” he 
said. 

"The goal was to con- 
ceive a system allowing 
us to build small cars 
profitably at today’s pric- 
ing levels." 

"We needed a total pro- 
duction system that was 
leaner, faster and more 
flexible in order to 
respond to un ever- chang- 
ing market and fast- mov- 
ing competition” he 
added. 

"If we come together in 
an agreement with our 
union partners, we hope 
to have a decision for a 
Yellowstone plant in the 
U.S. in the near future.” 
he noted. 

He said decisions 


on 


plant locations and prod- 
uct allocations could be 
announced in 90 days. 

Typical Yellowstone 
plant capacity would be 
about 215,000 vehicles a 
year. 

"The most productive 
small-car plants in the 
world are hitting over 100 
vehicles per person per 
year, and that's our target 
with Yellowstone." Hogan 
said. 

“A great deal needs to 
be done to bring together 
a new plant, a new prod- 
uct and a new culture ” 

The changes would 
require fewer job classifi- 
cations and significant 
investments in additional 
training. 

Hogan pledged lu 
involve GM’s union part- 
ners in (he process lo 
adapt the U.S. manufac- 
turing network, and said 
discussions were under 
way with (he leadership of 
the United Auto Workers 
union. 

He said the Delta model, 
a future global small car 
program thai has received 
conditional approval from 
GM's Board of Directors, 
could be the first full exe- 
cution of Project Yellow- 
stone. 
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CI&W 

Price- 


ARAB Bk 

BANKS 

216.000 

215.000 

-0.46% 


1.560 

1.540 

- 1.28% 

I1TTTI ~Sa 

1.230 

1.230 

0.00% 

lu'r 1 t 1 


1740 


I'T 'II — K 

T 1 

1.630 

-0.61% 


0.670 

0.700 

♦ 4.48% 

|JO. ISLAMIC Bk 


■Ml 

0.00% 


1.400 

1.370 

-2.14% 

PHILADELPHIA Bk 

0.S50 

0.540 

-1.82% 

BANKS INDEX 

280.940 

POINT* 

-0.46% 

\m 



U. FRENCH INS 

2.700 

2.700 

0.00% 

|i 1 !■' II 1 — 

1.170 

1.110 

-5.13% 

INSURANCE INDEX 

126.090 

POINT- 

-0.27% 




| ELECTRIC POWER 

1.700 

1.680 

-1.18% 


1.660 

1.700 

+ 2.41% 

Lm>:3 i 

0.790 

0.790 

0.00% 

n ;7*T¥ 35T:Tb *11 

SW 

0.900 

0.00% 


1.950 

1.940 

-0.51% 

UNIFIED LAND TRANS 

1.150 

1.140 


SERVICES INDEX 

110.450 

POINT- 

^22 




CBd ENT 

3.550 

3.370 

- 5.07% 

PHOSPHATE 

1.680 

1.720 

+ 2.38% 

1 III 1 1 —— 

3.220 

3.240 
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PETROLEUM REFINERY 

10.570 

10.550 

Misa 

THE IND. COMNLA AGRfC 

1.060 

1.080 

+ 1.89%l 

WORSTED MILLS 

6.380 

6.060 

- 5.02%I 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL 

2.830 

2.810 


TOBACCO & CIGARET 

1.210 

1.210 


RAFIA 

0.530 

0.530 
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5.150 
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0.550 


■T *f ii ■— 

SlaST 

0.960 


IUVESTOCK & POULTRY 

■ ■ 

0.390 

0.00%l 


0.320 

0.320 

■BEHiai 



0.940 

-1.05% 

I ROCKWOOL 

0-290 

0.290 

0.00% 

liJJWlajWJmSNilWM 

1.020 

1.010 

- 0.98% 


0.640 

0.640 

KgHik3 


1.240 

1.230 

-0.81% 

| EL-ZAY 

1.330 

1.330 

0.00% 

|!ND. RESOURCES 

0.440 

0.440 

0.00% 


0.620 

0.620 



0.690 

0.690 

0.00% 

INDUSTRY INDEX 

83.000 

POINT- 

-1.10% 




|( Z EXPORT Bk (75 

0.890 

0.880 

- 1.12% 

l ^i, Tnr— 

0.330 

1 ■ 


UNION INVES. CORP 

0.690 

0.700 

+ 1.45%l 

AL-SHARQ 

1.040 

1.030 

■EES3I 

MACHINARY EQUIP 



- 4.08% 

NAMICO 

0.250 

0.250 

0.00% 

Hi hi | l nl — 

0.280 

0.280 

0.00% 

[UNION TOBACCO 

2.860 

3 .000 

+ 4.90% 


0.540 


■EE33I 


0.410 

OAOO 

- 2.44%l 


0.450 


■FEIZ3I 


0.720 

0.730 

+ f.39%f 


[grand index 

173.01 

POINT- 



Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANI JEWELLERS "WAVES OF STYLES 


At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Afadoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 079/530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 


Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisanf - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank- 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 


"feat riddicCA Oh rlmmiUt 



Quality Serviced Suites 


★One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Dally & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal i3 go.com.jo 


s 


FOR 
l RENT 

JO DpIiiyp Villas 




Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNRBEL 


Real Estate 
S WEI FI YEH 

A Hajarat Complex 

teL 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079 / 5375 88 



Bayerischer Hof 
Restaurant 

is open daily during Ramadan 
from 7 p.m. uo 1 a.m. 

Sweifieh - Al Harnra Street 
Tel: 5319730 / 56 1 OS Z l 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 


568431 1 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 



Ek|S 

r 

—X 1 

■ihi 

1 

1 

■— -»j — s,— « 

5684311 -5699634 EXT, 42 

THE APTS CENTER 

Stjrt Ychu’ Near Your tights 

Study Art. 

Register Now 
Tel. 552 9610 

8l 

Fax: 5693337 

J 



r Jbm<y^rum 

Hotel 

At 6th Circle I 
Tel.: 5510001 

TREAT YOUR FAMILY TO A TRADITIONAL 
^ IFTAR BUFFET 

Just JD 11.00 per person ++ U 
Every evening at the azrak coffee shop 

from 4:30p. nt Until 9. 00p.m. J 


























































10 


Sports 


Jordan Tunes, Wednesday, January 13, 1999: 


The NBA has lost His Airness — source 


CHICAGO (AP) — For 
six months. Michael 
Jordan leased, taunted 
and tantalised a nation 
awaiting his answer. 

At last, he appears to 
have one. 

The greatest player in 
the history of profession- 
al basketball and the 
most popular athlete 
since Muhammad Ali is 
expected to announce his 
retirement Wednesday, a 
source with close ties to 
the National Basketball 
Association told The 
Associated Press on 
Monday night. 

If so, it would be the 
second time in five years 
that Jordan has walked 
away from the game he 
redefined. 

“This is a man who 
truly, as far as I'm con- 
cerned. is the modem 
day Babe Ruth." Los 
Angeles Lakers vice 
president Jerry West said 
recently. 

A number of factors — 
his age (35), a new 
coach, a picture-perfect 
ending last season as the 
Chicago Bulls captured 
their sixth tide with 
Jordan, the labour dis- 
pute that delayed this 
season — appear to have 
influenced his decision. 

And like last time. 
Jordan could change his 
mind and return. 

But for now, he is 
expected to leave the 
game when he‘s at the 
top. the way he said he 
.would. Besides the six 
titles, the five-time 
league Most Valuable 
Player led the NBA in 
scoring 10 times in 13 
seasons and averaged 
31.5 points per game, 
best in league history. 

Jordan did not return a 
message and Bulls owner 
Jerry Reinsdorf declined 
comment. The retirement 
story was reported by 
several media organisa- 
tions. 

Speculation over 
Jordan's future intensi- 
fied last week, when the 
NBA players and owners 
reached a settlement to 
end a six-month lockout. 

With NBA players 
preparing for an abbrevi- 
ated season to begin Feb. . 
5. Jordan was expected 
to announce his plans 
before training camps 
opened Monday. He had 
been in the Bahamas, but 
returned to Chicago this 
week. 

Jordan retired for the 
first time in October 
1993. shortly after his 
father’s murder, saying 
he accomplished every- 
thing he wanted to in 
basketball. and planned to 
devote more time to his 
family. Instead, he spent 
1994 playing minor 
league baseball for the 
Birmingham Barons, a 
farm team of the Chicago 



Remembering many of the moments 
from an outstanding career 


File photo shows Michael Jordan of the Chicago Bulls as he dunks the ball unchal- 
lenged in the first quarter of the Bulls' 15 March 1997 game against the Atlanta 
Hawks at the United Center in Chicago, m. Jordan will retire from the sport. New 
York Times said quoting three unidentified National Basketball Association (NBA> 
officials (AFP photo) 


White Sox. 

He returned to basket- 
ball in 1995, hut learned 
he could no longer domi- 
nate the same the way he 
once didTThe Bulls were 
knocked out of the play- 
offs — and Jordan went 
back to work to sharpen 
his skills. 

The Bulls then won 
three straight titles, 
capped last June in Utah 
with Jordan stealing the 
ball and making the 
game-clinching shot in 
the final seconds — one 
of the most memorable 
sequences of his memo- 
rable career. 

His decision to retire 
leaves the NBA in the 
lurch. Coming off a divi- 
sive labour fight that left 
fans more apathetic than- 
angry, Jordan was the 
one drawing card that 
could have helped the 
league regain its popular- 
ity. 


“If he's finished, we’re 
the ones who are at a 
loss, the fans who 
enjoyed him and the 
players who played with 
him and against him," 
Suns owner Jerry 
Colangelo said. 

After Magic Johnson 
and Larry Bird helped 
lift pro basketball's pro- 
file in the early 1980s, 
Jordan took it to the next 
level almost single-hand- 
edly. 

He also took the game 
itself above the rim. 
inspiring the generation 
of players who followed 
him to devise more and 
more spectacular moves. 
Every night of the NBA 
season yielded a bonanza 
of highlight-reel clips 
and . when they were 
packaged on sports pro- 
grammes, the league's 
popularity soared along 
with the players. 

Jordan pulled player 


salaries into the stratos- 
phere as well. 

He made more than S30 
million in each of the last 
two seasons and players 
like Shaquille O’Neal 
and Kevin Garnett rode 
his coattails to secure 
$100 million deals. 

Last June, Fortune 
magazine totaled what it 
called “The Jordan 
Effect," putting his 
impact on the economy,, 
since joining the NBA in 
1984, at $10 billion.^ It 
calculated he sold 'an 
extra $165 million in 
tickets for the league, 
and delivered an extra 
$366 million in revenue, 
mostly in added TV 
money and the sale of 
merchandise. 

Nike, among the most 
prominent of the compa- 
nies who hired him as an 
endorser, has sold more 
than $2.6 billion worth of 
Jordan-related products. 


CHICAGO (AP) — That final shot seemed to hang in the 
air forever. 

Was Michael Jordan telling us something as he watched it 
settle through the net his right wrist cocked in a follow- 
through for several satisfying'" seconds? 

On that night last June in Salt Lake City, he was savour- 
ing. it seemed, the final seconds of his life in the NBA. 

And on Wednesday, Jordan is expected to make it official. 
He plans to announce his retirement, a source with close 
ties to the NBA told The Associated Press on Monday 
night. 

Turns out that jumper was a perfect ending — another 
last-second, game-clinching shot to win a championship for 
the Chicago Bulls, a basket th3t would not only cap his 
remarkable, unparalleled career but also one that would 
symbolise and define iL 

“He made his last shot to win a world championship." 
longtime Jordan friend and opponent Charles Barkley said 
last" month. “What more do you need? That’s every player’s 
fantasy." 

He succeeded so often because attempting that game- 
deciding shot, pulling out a victory when it was so in doubt, 
was what Jordan was all about 

"Best There Ever Was, Best There Ever Will Be,” reads 
the inscription on Jordan’s statue outside the United Center, 
erected there in 1994 during his first retirement. 

The words were perfect, describing a superstar who 
defined basketball for an entire decade. 

Jordan led the Bulls to six NBA tides — three straight and 
three more after he returned. He won two Olympic gold 
medals, and bis last-second jumper as a skinny freshman in 
1982 gave North Carolina’s Dean Smith his first NCAA 
tide. He captured 10 scoring tides, was selected MVP of the 
league five times and won die same award during the finals 
all six times he competed. 

His playoff scoring average is the highest ever, and he is 
line to finish as the No. 3 scorer in NBA history. 

But there was so much more that' defined Jordan. 

The smile, the wagging tongue on the way to a dunk, the 
sweaty bald head glaring in the lights, the stylish suits, the 
fashionable ear wear, the victory cigars, the golf forays, the 
trash talk, the scowling, the unreal pictures of him hovering 
above the rim. suspended in air during the slam dunk con- 
test. the incredulous glance at officials who would dare to 
make a call against him. - - • 

The fCuihful son mounting his slain father, the retiree, the 
would-be baseball player. And then back to the ultimate 
performer and showman in the game he ruled like no other 
player. 

The fans lining up for a snapshot, an autograph, a glimpse 
of this legend in long shorts. all"but bowing down at his stat- 
ue outside the United’ Center. * “ r ' * ' ' 

The rock star treatment on the road antTat hoine.'" ' 

Who could forget the evening in 1995 when rumors of his 
return were rampant through a city ihat worshipped him. 
Within minutes, two city blocks were mobbed by thousands 
just hoping to glimpse him as be departed a downtown 
Chicago hotel where he held an office. - • 

The hype, the nights of room service when being a normal 
person was impossible, the endless questions about every 
aspect of his life, the criticism of his gambling and the accu- 
sations that his athletic apparel company was using sweat- 
shop labour. 

Movie star, subject of numerous Books, the man everyone 
— actors, athletes and politicians — wanted to meet. The 
athlete every kid wanted to emulate. Just to "Be Like 
Mike," even if it was on a pretend playground. 

The mind-boggling business empire he created with his 
name and his persona and his dazzling string of endorse- 
ments for a variety of products. His S10 billion impact, 
according to one financial magazine, on the economy. 

He was as big as Babe Ruth, as well-knowD as 
Muhammad Ali, more popular than Arnold Palmer, as 
world-famous as Frank Sinatra or Elvis. 

At 35 he could still play his game better than anyone. His 
skills were not the same as they -were 10 years ago, but he 
compensated by using his experience to take him where his 
legs no longer would. 

But this time, apparently, it was time. 

There was nothing else left to prove. 

When he retired the first time in October 1993. be thought 
there was little left to motivate him. his father’s public mur- 


der giving him a different perspective on what was impor- 
tant 

He went away and he came back. Save for a brief period 
at the end of the 1995 season when his skills were still 
rustv, he was not a shadow of what he once was. 

So many athletes retire and then return yearning for what 
they left behind. But Jordan did come back and his reputa- 
tion — except for ihat one brief period — didn’t waver as 
he added three more championships. 

“He's always said he wants to leave on top. What better 
way?" teammate Steve Kerr said. 

“I wouldn't miss it at all. as much as you may think," 
Jordan said after vanquishing the Utah Jazz in the 199S 
Finals, the Bulls' sixth title in their run through the 90$. . 

The year before, he beat the same team with a last-second 
pass to Kerr; this time he sliced their hearts, first with a steal 
and then another, in-your-face, you-can’t-stop-me game- 
winner. 

“Sure, I may have some (nostalgia) when it comes back to 
this time of the season, but I’ve got enough memories to 
suffice and overcome that" he said. 

“I have another life. And I know I have to get to it at some 
point in time. Hopefully the fans and the people understand 
that.” _ . . 

After ending his first retirement, he had some inciedible- 
moments — beating Atlanta at the buzzer in his fourth 
game back, scoring 55 points against New York three nighis- 
later, helping die Bulls win 13 of their last 17 regular-sear 
son games and leading Chicago past Charlotte in the first 
round of the playoffs. - - - 

But his memories were of shooting 41 per cent from tfie 
floor, of making crucial mistakes during the Bulls’, six- 
game playoff loss to Orlando and of hearing some members 
of the media say he could never again be the Jordan who: 
carried Chicago to NBA titles in 1991. 1992 and 1993. 

He also was criticised for changing uniform numbers & 
mg the playoffs. And his offseason included an unsui 
ful bid to decertify the players unioD. 

But then he took a summer to rehone his game, revisit Es 
skills. He came back stronger and more determined than 
ever. 

Surrounded by a new cast of players, reunited with his 
long-time sidekick Scottie Pippen and his coach of choice, 
Jackson, Jordan brought the Bulls back to the top of the 
NBA. 

Taking back the leadership role that Pippen had snuggled 
with during his absence, Jordan had what he always needed 
— another challenge. Those who thought he'd been away 
too long or was too old were wrong. 

He would show them, and he did as the Bulls won an 
NBA record 72 games in the 1995-96 season. 

' He ’ heard the cries of double standard by frustrated 
defenders and and charges of preferential treatment fit® 
the officials. He was above the game — literally and figu- 
ratively — because he had done so much for it, made the 
NBA known from one side of the planet to the other. 

Theatre? How about donning his early footwear for a 
retro attack on the hated Knicks at Madison Square Gaiden 
and once again bearing the whiny. arrogant team that could 
never contain him. He twice decimated Cleveland in the 
playoffs with last-second shots, so much so that tbe Cavs. 
despite many changes, have never recovered. 

Jordan led the league in scoring for the 10th time last sea- 
son, although his 28.7 average was his lowest since his sec- 
ond year in the league. His 46 per cent shooting during the 
regular season was his lowest for a full season, and his 78 
per cent from the line was a career low. 

But in a close game, it was still give him the ball and 
watch him work. 

What was it like to guard him? 

“Hell." says Nick Anderson, the Orlando Magic guard, 
who gave Jordan problems in the 1995 playoffs as Jordan 
struggled to regrasp his game. “You ever been to hell 
before? You don’t want to go.” 

Jordan isn't sticking around because he wants glory'or 
needs money. He’s finished, it seems, because he couldn't 
have picked a better time to say goodbye. 

“I want to leave at the top of my game.” he said last sea- 

)n. 'That’s something I’ve always said about when it's 


son 



Rios withdraws from NZ tournament 


AUCKLAND (AFP; — 
World No. 2 Marcelo Rios 
withdrew from the Heineken 
Open international tennis 
tournament here Tuesday just 
46 minutes into his first-round 
game against Romanian 
Andre Pavel. 

Rios, last year’s beaten 
Australian Open finalist to 
Petr Korda, will leave for 
Melbourne Wednesday and is 
hoping to be fit to play in next 
week’s grand slam, where he 
is expected to be the top seed 
after the withdrawal of Pete 
Sampras. 

The Chilean had won the 
first set 7-5 but when he was 


broken in the second game of 
the second set, failing to chase 
a ball on break point, it was all 
over. The defending champi- 
on, Rios clutched at his back 
for most of the match and 
never looked comfortable. He 
immediately went into the 
locker room to receive treat- 
ment for a strained right ham- 
string. “I thought I’d be able to 
play and I wanted to be able to 
play, but practice and matches 
are different.'’ Rios said. 

“You have to listen to your 
body and I wasn’t able to 
move like I need to. 

‘I've been doing everything 
I can to fix the leg. I've been 


getting treatment on it and 
stretching and it felt much bet- 
ter than it did a few days ago. 

T’m going to spend the next 
week trying to get it ready 100 
percent. 

“You’re always disappoint- 
ed when you lose or when you 
have to retire from a match, I 
just didn’t want to force it too 
much and end up missing two 
or three months” he said. 

Rios earned himself what is 
understood to be just under 
NZS 100.000 ($50,000) for his 
brief appearance Tuesday. 
First prize in the ATP Tour 
Heineken Open is $46,000. 


Deutsche Telekom deny Riis doping claim 


BONN (AFP) — The 
spokesman for the German 
team of Danish 1996 Tour 
de France winner Bjame 
Riis has rejected suspicions 
of doping levelled at the 
cyclist in a television docu- 
mentary on Monday night. 

Deutsche Telekom 

spokesman Matthias 

Schumann cast doubts on 
the authenticity of a docu- 
ment that the Danish TV 
programme-makers claim to 
show that 34-year-old Riis 
may have taken banned sub- 
stance EPO. which boosts 
the oxygen content in the 


blood and thus can boost 
endurance, in 1995. 

■Schumann said; “The doc- 
ument produced is doubtful, 
its origin is unknown and it 
proves nothing. You could 
produce a document like 
that from any ordinary com- 
puter. 

“All our competitors are 
totally clean without excep- 
tion. They are under daily 
medical control and are 
even subjected to tests from 
outside. 

“Bjame Riis has told his 
lawyer that he was waiting 
for the elements to be 


brought by Danish televi- 
sion after waiting for a day 
or two and that he was 
thinking of launching a law- 
suit” 

The documentary, on 
Danish TV channel DRTU, 
said that Riis was tested 
during a rest day on June 10 
during the 1995 Tour and 
was found to have a red 
blood cell level of 56.3 per 
cent compared with one of 
41.1 per cent in January that 
year. He was then part of the 
Italian team Gewiss-Bailan. 

The International Cycling 
Union (UCIj established a 


maximum 50 per cent blood 
level threshold in the com- 
bat against EPO doping. 

Riis signed for Telekom in 
1995 and in 1996 won the 
Tour de France. 

The team’s doctor Lothar 
Heinrich said: “Since he has 
been with us, his blood tests 
have not presented a single 
anomaly. Likewise with red 
blood cell levels, which we 
measure every four weeks.” 

Riis categorically denied 
ever having used EPO on 
Danish TV, saying: “These 
figures are not mine. I don't 
remember having a blood 


test on June 10, 1995.” 

The 1998 Tour de France 
was- rocked With persistent 
allegations of doping 
the Festina team’ ’being 
expelled from the Tour after 
its masseur, Willy Voet, was 
found in possession -of * 
trunkload of banned dmgs. 

Many competitors, indu^ 
in® Festina’s Richard 
Virenque, were arrested by 
French police and forced w 
undergo medical tests. 
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CINEMA 


P HI LAD EL PHIA '1' 


Michael Douglas 
& Sean Penn .. in 


THE GAME 

Shows: 12:15.2:15.6:30. 
8:30, 10.30 


TEL:4G3-4144^-v 7® CINEMA TEL:46V4l4i ^ ^ CINEMA TEL:56W23R ' ^ CINEMA 


PHILADELPHIA '2 


Bruce Willis 
& Richard Gere .. in 


THE JACKAL 

Shows: 12:15.2:15,6:30. 
8:30. 10 JO 


PLAZA 




A, 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 


TEL5677420 

CONCORDE 


i5677420 \ . 

® 1 


A 


Steven Segali. in 

FIRE DOWN BELOW 

Shows: 12:15.2:15.6:15,8:15 

Al Pacino & 

Robert De Niro., in 

HEAT 

Show: 10:15 


A 


CINEMA TEL3934793 

GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN ~ 
wwvit.cns.com. jo/Galleria 

Mel Gibson .. in 


LETHAL WEAPON 4 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30. 10:45 

^ • - J 


T 


CIN EMA TEL5934793 

GALLERIA 2 


Sisham Yanes Utetze 

TEL: 4625155 ~ 



V 


ABDOUN 

hh: w.cns.comJo/Galleria 

One of Walt Disney's 
best movies 

MULAN 

Shows: 6:15.8:30. 10:30 


>/ 


Watch out fox 
the new pl&Y 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 




sboU l receives 

Ssteriei Cor 


:gyp ( 


discuss 


w 

/ ~v c 



Salernitana se 


.... s. 


Leonhsrdsen 


<” : 


ItlSh 3~ : ’cr 


r. • 


J .;rj ~ 

‘cv; - 


oiT..r.. 




Quebec 

.«F.br.,; ■ 

”>;r ■ - !. 

'<hrr - _■ 

--it: - r 

*-:n ‘ : 
or .. 


-.r?! 


• hi 
.r J . .. 


r.u 


may 


■UCCe* 

- V 

’ “i' r! 

- >ui U 

rt 

X to 


;Kean e threat. 

. ... 

Old 

, ;r .j-'pjvcane 

b’-?. ' j.. 

!lV 

' -i'ttr,." 

° nt eriay W j r 

"V- “ ;r ‘V iO*h s . 

.. -- \ i. , _ ■ 


■1)1, Of fc, 


st 

>• \1.. 1 -'in 

SKi ift 

■> W* 

< i, i . , a 



s 



local sports s cene j FIFA move towards 

biennial Cup 
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| Sboul receives Pan-Arab Games 
Ministerial Committee 

AMMAN — Minister of Justice Jawdat Sboul Tuesday 
stressed that Jordan is concerned about the success of 
' die 9th Pan-Arab Games, which will be held here Au« 
15-31- Sboul, who received an Arab Ministerial 
. Committee delegation yesterday, said the Kingdom 
has taken all necessary measures and preparations to 
hold the tournament, and promised that the govern- 
ment will do its best to ensure the event’s success. 
Meanwhile, Minister of Culture and Youth Tala) 

‘ Saia’an Al Hassan said he will participate in the Arab 
Youth Ministers’ meeting, which will be held next 
month in Algeria. Al Hassan will brief the meeLing on 
. the country's recent preparations for the Games. The 
. minister expressed hope that the event will witness 
wide ranging Arab participation. A ministerial team is 
_ expected Co be formed after the meeting in order to 
market the tournament. The team is also scheduled to 
inspect Jordanian preparations after a tour in the Arab 
. countries. 

Egypt discusses African, Arab Games 

. AMMAN — The Egyptian Olympic Committee 
■’ recently held a meeting with the country’s sport feder- 
ations to discuss coordination regarding participation 
in two major events — the Aug. 15-3 1, 1999 Pan- Arab 
Games and September's All Africa Games. An official 
■ said Egypt is concerned about the Pan-Arab Games 
and it will participate in all events. The source added 
that a meeting will be held after the ‘Eid to discuss 
preparatory and financial issues. 




ZURICH (AFP) — FIFA have taken a big step towards 
clearing the way to a biennia] World Cup by announcing a 
plan to harmonise the international football calendar. 

A meeting will be held on Friday, chaired by FIFA secre- 
tary-general Michael Zen-Ruffinen, with a view' to 
reschedule continental championships such as the 
European Championships, the Copa America and the 
African Nations Cup, which at present are held in different 
cycles. 

FIFA president Sepp Blatter’s plan for a biennial World 
Cup will also be debated ahead of further discussions in 
March by the body's Strategic Studies and Executvc 
Committees. 

"There have been a number of efforts in the past to co- 
ordinate the international calendar but generally they have 
not allowed enough time for the current cycle of matches to 
be completed before introducing a new period in which the 
events are more carefully scheduled,” Zen-Ruffinen said. 

“It will be important to plan several years in advance in 
order to prepare for a fresh start.” he added. 

The meeting heralds the clear intent of FIFA 10 move 
towards a biennial World Cup — an event which Blatter 
conceded is unlikely to come into reality before 200S. 

The main practical obstacle to such a move is the fact that 
each continent stages its own championship at different 
times, making a biennial tournament incompatible with (he 
current calendar. 

Moves to adopt a harmonised calendar indicate that it is 
an issue that FIFA is prepared to tackle head on in a bid to 
pave the way for a biennial World Cup. 


Salernitana sack coach 

MILAN (AFP) — Serie A stragglers Salernitana sacked their coach Delio Rossi and 
replaced him with Francesco Oddo on Tuesday in a bid to avoid relegation at the end of 
the season. Oddo, 52, coached Reggiana last season and was still under contract to the 
second division club despite having been sacked by them earlier in the season. Rossi’s 
dismissal followed Salemitana's 1-0 defeat to fellow stragglers Vicenza on Sunday. leav- 
ing them second from bottom — one point above Venezia, who have a match in hand. 


Buil fti*. Leonhardsen wants to leave Liverpool 


au «w wt LONDON (AFP) — Norwegian international midfielder Oyvind Leonhardsen believes he 1 

-r.-irwm hi will have to quit English Premiership side Liverpool to save his pareer. Leonhardsen. 29. 
„fs7jj|> ^4' believes a move is inevitable after failing to make the first team for two months and his , 
: >- nuk: agent has said his client will have to move abroad. The Norwegian still has two years to 

;;v. 'ihci serve on his current deal — he signed for £3.5million from Wimbledon in 1997 — but 
1 , :,v.iv :jiic has failed to make an imnpression on Liverpool’s French manager, Gerard Houllier. , 
njujkWZ Leonhardsen said: “It's been a season of disappointment for me so far. I've not played a 
.j 1 j-snulatf-l lot. [ don’t know the reason. I don't think it’s due to a change of manager because I was- 
; r.> :Ui l'\ n’t even playing before Roy Evans went. *T have a contract for two more seasons. I don’r 
... ;ru( want to say what might happen but I'm not happy with my situation that’s for sure." The 
.r.J ' player's agent Eric^SoIJer confirmed: “We might have to look outside England for 

1 . it, :iu» I* c Oyvind’s nexr move.” 

■I si 

British sailor retires from Around Alone race 
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^ U - AUCKLAND ( AFP) — British sailor Mike Golding officially withdrew Tuesday from the 
Around Alone around-the- world yacht race because of serious keel damage which forced 
him to retire from the race’s second stage. Golding was the overall leader in the race until 
a grounding off New Zealand’s northern-most tip Cape Reinga in. the latter part of the sec- 
ond stage. He said his Team Group 4 would not be able to replace the damaged keel blade 
in time for the start of les three of the race, leaving from Auckland on February 6. It is 
with much sadness that have to announce my retirement from the 1998-99 Around .Alone 
race," he said in a statement. Golding's Team Group 4 was leading in the around-the- 
worid race on January 1 when he made a critical navigation error and crashed into a reef 
coming around Cape Reinga in clear, calm weather. He admitted making an error and flat- 
ly denied the drama occurred because he was posing for the sponsor s helicopter over- 
head. 

Quebec -may sue the IOC over failed bid 

QUEBEC (AFP) — Quebec City may sue the International Olympic Committee over its 
Tailed proposal to host the 2002 Winter Games. Following the bribery allegations sur- 
roundinc the successful -bid by Salt Lake City, Rene Paquet, the former head of the 
Quebec City 2002 bid committee, said Monday: “We have been involved in a process 
where the rales of the law may not have been followed by a ishonest candidate We 
are looking for a substantial financial reimbursement.’ He said he would discuss the mat- 
ter later tffis week with Quebec City' Mayor Jean-Paul L’Alber. L’ Alher however h^ 
been less adamant regarding the filing of a lawsuit and on Monday he described the idea 
of taking the IOC to court as “premature.” The Quebec and Canadian government, spent 
SS million financing the unsuccessful bid. 

Keajie threatens to quit United 

LONDON (AFP) - Manchester United’s skipper Roy Keane is ihieaiening 1 * quit the 
English Premiership giants when his contract runs out next year — unless 
rive^e i^rease The ’7-year-old Irish international is reported to want £40,000 per 
weekday at Old Trafford. and although meager Alex Fergu wdJta 

when we sit down.” 

Fontenay wins 10th stage of Dakar Rally 

TIMBUCTOO, Mali 

«. won the 10th stage of ‘^^ n ^ a y / c " ocke d 4hr 17min 1 Isec to complete the 

" C i ory of the ra “‘ ShU French compatriot Jean-Louis Schlesser maintained 
430km of special stages in Msh. bv fi ^stag third in the stage. Schlesser holds 
bis overall lead in the auusmohile sec y ^ was ^ second ^ ^ sage 

SIS ^f.^tar^cancelled for the exhausted motorcycle competitors. 

w ho were airlifted to Tunbuktoo. 

Tigana quits as Monaco coach 

SSI m. A- 

AH three are former Monaco players. - - — 


Rubin 
advances 
at Tasmanian 
International 


HOBART (AFP) — 
American fifth seed 
Chanda Rubin cruised into 
the third round of the 
Tasmanian International 
women’s tournment here 
Tuesday with a comfort- 
able win over compatriot 
Samantha Reeves. 

Rubin said she was 
delighted with the way she 
was hitting the ball after 
despatching Reeves, a 
qualifier. 6-1, 6-1 in 54 
minutes. 

Third-seeded Virginia 
Ruano-PhscuaJ of Spain 
had to work much harder to 
overcome another qualifier, 
Canada's Maureen Drake 
7 - 5 . 4 - 6 . 6 - 2 . 

Seventh seeded 

Romanian Ruxandra 
Dragomir became the third 
seed to fall when she was 
outplayed by Italy's Rita 
Grande 6-1, 6-3. 

In the only other second 
round match, Nathalie 
Dechy of France needed 
only 51 minutes to beat 
Miriam Oremans of the 
Netherlands 6-4 6-0. 


Cafu goes 
Italian 


ROME (AFP) — Brazilian 
World Cup defender Cafu 
was granted Italian citizen- 
ship on Tuesday in a move 
which enables his Serie A 
club, AS Roma, to field him 
as a European Union foot- 
baller, and not as a “foreign- 
er”. 

Italian clubs may only 
field five non-EU citizens in 
their teams but now Roma 
have room for another for- 
eign player, most likely 21- 
year-old Brazilian, Fabio 
Junior, who is expected to 
sign a four-year deal later 
this week. 

Roma president Franco 
Sensi has reportedly already- 
done a deal worth about $ 12 
million with Fabio Junior’s 
current club. Cruzeiro. 

Cafu came on as a substi- 
tute in Brazil’s 1994 World 
Cup final victory over Italy 
and featured prominently in 
their run to the final last year 
where they lost 3-0 to host 
nation France. 

He will continue to repre- 
sent Brazil at international 
level. 


Cruyff named greatest 
footballer of century 


ROTENBURG (AFP) — 
Holland's former World 
Cup legend Johan Cruyff 
has been named ihe greatest 
European player of the cen- 
tury in a poll of top 
European players, managers 
and journalists organised by 
the International Federation 
of Football History and 
Statistics tIFFHS). 

Cruyff. 51. was too ill to 
accept the award, received 
on his behalf by his daugh- 
ter Cecilia and won 753 
votes with second-placed 
Franz Beckenbauer getting 
70V. Former Real Madrid 
legend Alfredo Di Siefano. 
who played for Spain and 
Argentina, was third. 

Cruyff’s brand of "tola! 
football” transformed 
Holland into a force in 
world football and took 
them lo the 1974 World Cup 
final where they were beat- 
en 2- 1 in Munich b\ 
Beckenbauer’s West 

Germans. 

He came to prominence 
with Amsterdam club Ajax, 
who won three consecutive 
European Cups 1 1971-3) 




German soccer legend Franz Beckenbauer iR) jokes with Cameroon’s WC 90 star 
Roger Milla at the World Football Gala in Rotenhurg, where both were named sec- 
ond best player of their continent in this century. The International Federation for 
Football and Statistic named Dutch Johann CruyfT and AC Milan's Liberian striker 
George Weah best European and best African player of the century (AFP photo) 


and later played for 
Barcelona in Spain, a club 
he later managed. 

He boycotted the J97S 


World Cup in Argentina 
when the Dutch team again 
lost in the final to the host 


Next year the IFFHS will 
organise a vole for the 
greatest player of the centu- 
ry in world football. 


ANDRE AGASSI (L) 
speaks to the media about 
the positive drug recorded 
by Petr Korda of the Czech 
Republic (2nd from R) at a 
press conference with fellow- 
players Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
of Russia (2nd from L), 
Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia 
(3rd from L), Australian 
Mark Philippoussis (C), 
Thomas Enqvist of Sweden 
(3rd from R), and Michael 
Chang of the U.S. (R). 
Korda has come under fire 
from fellow professionals on 
the tour in what they see 
was a light punishment for a 
positive drug test and the 
Internationa] Tennis 

Federation (ITF) intends to 
appeal the decision (AFP 
photo) 



Rafter and Rusedski bounced 
out of Sydney International 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Australian teenager Lleykm 
Hewitt threw Pat Rafter’s 
Australian Open preparations 
further oft' course on Tuesday 
with an emphatic first round 
win at the Sydney 
International. 

Double U.S. Open champi- 
on Rafter, who lost in the sec- 
ond round of the Adelaide 
tournament last week, now 
aims to flee the spotlight 
ahead of the start of ihe first 
Grand Slam of the year in 
Melbourne next w eek. 

Hewitt, 17. who reached 
the final of the Adelaide tour- 
nament which he won last 
year, blasted the struggling 
Rafter off court in 81 min- 
utes, winning 7-6 (7/1 ), 6-1. 

Rafter’s game disintegrated 
after losing a first set 
tiebreaker. 

He had two breaks on his 
service and made several 
unforced errors before he lost 
on the first match point when 
Hewitt whipped a passing 
forehand across court. 

“That’s the best win of my 
short career, even though I've 
beaten guys like < Andrei 
Agassi, to play the number 
one guy in your country al 
the time and being a double 
U.S. Open champion is just 
fantastic.” .said Hewin. 

Rafter said he would g«i 
away on his own to rethink 
before ihe Australian Open in 
Melbourne. 

The World No.4 had been 
one of the favourites for the 
Open after die withdrawal ol 
Pete Sampras. 

Roller admitted there were 
times on court when he felt 
uneasy and did not play the 
big points very well. 

Rafter, who has only 
reached the fourth round of 
his home Open once in seven 
attempts, was pitted against 
Hewitt in red-hot form. 

The youngster rook 
Sweden’s Thomas Enqvist to 
three sets in last Sunday \ 
Australian men’s hardcoun 
championship final. 

Britain’s Greg Rusediki. 


the fifth seed who lost to 
Rafter in the 1997 U.S. Open 
final, became the second 
major casualty when he lost 
to former French Open 
champion Gustavo Kuerten 
of Brazil 6-1, 3-6, 4-6. 

The World No. 9 lost to 
world 124 Bemd Karbacher 
of Germany in the first aiund 
of last week's Qatar Open. 
But he seemed calm after the 
latest blow. 

"There's nothing to be neg- 
ative about, nothing to be 
down about it." Rusedski 
said. 

Former women’s World 
No. I Martina Hingis saw off 
promising young Australian 
Alicia Molik in 55 minutes, 
winning her second round 
match, 6- 1 . 6-2. 

Hingis' SO-week reign at 
number one ended Ijm 
October when she was sup- 
planted by American Linden 
Davenport and retaining the 
Australian Open title could 
help a return to the top in the 
next few weeks. 

Last year Hingis i«»M 


American Venus Williams in 
the opening round in Sydney, 
but she had few problems 
with bia-servins 17-vear-old 
Molik. “ 

Hingis is looking for a hat- 
trick of Australian Open titles 
after beating Mary Pierce of 
France in 1997 and Conchita 
Martinez of Spain last year. 

Sixth seed Steffi Graf, 
making her first Sydney 


appearance since 1984. beat 
Japan's Ai Sugiyania o-0. 6-t 
in a night match to ad\ance 
to a second round meeting 
with American Serena 
Williams. 

Russia's Anna Koumikoia 
hit 23 double faults before 
scraping home in her first 
round match against Italian 
Silvia Farina on her fifth 
match point. 4-6. 6-3. 7-5. 
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CAR FOR SALE 

DUTY UNPAID 

19 94 L4NDROVER DISCOVERY 3.8 Fxi, white, 
new engine, electric windows, central locking, 
air-conditioning. Offers by sealed bid to British 
Embassy by 31 January 1999. Valuation JD8.000 
For appointment to view, contact 
5923100 ext. 211/212. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 


A super deluxe 390 m 1 apartment 
in Oeir Ghbar area (South Abdouu) : 
Two Master Bedrooms , Four Bathrooms, 
Spacious living room & Kitchen, Guest room, 
and a service room - second floor. 

Modern Design, hilltop location, scenic view. 

For morr 

Suformoi ioo fl ]Jr<sl.: 5817321, 079 599972 

pis. coll: 


Tel.: 5817321, 079 599972 





Intemaional Tours 





m 
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3 nights Champolio; 
Sightseeing & 

ar 


i H Nitfr£e^FuJ 
^ursions , meals & TSut 
! included-, 



Um Uthina - Slrriyeh Center 
Tel. 5528251 


- 02:30 & 07:30 - 


International Tours - Sweifieh - Haddad Center 

Tel: 5816294 Telfsx: 5816532 





i2 News 

Butler says U.N. 
weapons inspectors 
will return to Iraq 




Jordan Times, Wednesday, January 13,1999 


WASHINGTON <AP) — 
Chief U.N. weapons inspec- 
tor Richard Butler is 
promising his agency will 
return to work in Iraq, possi- 
bly with a less intrusive 
monitoring mission to keep 
close watch on President 
Saddam Hussein. 

“UNSCOM is not dead,” 
Butler said of the U.N. 
Special Commission. 

Instead. U.N. weapons 
inspectors are designing an 
expansive monitoring pro- 
gramme to ensure the Iraqi 
president doesn’t rebuild 
weapons destroyed as 
required by the 1991 Gulf 
War cease-fire, he said 
Monday. 

“We've had one [monitor- 
ing system] there since 
1994. but clearly in the 
future it will have to be big- 
ger in scope, range, 
staffing,” Butler said in 
remarks to a nonprolifera- 
tion conference sponsored 
by the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace. 

“We’U be back under this 
new dispensation.” said 
Butler, who noted that it 
could take months for the 
U.N. Security Council and 
member states to approve 
such a plan and that the res- 
olution is not yet assured. 

The U.S.rBritish air 
strikes on Iraq Dec. 16-19 

— launched after Butler 
said Baghdad wasn't coop- 
erating with U.N. inspectors 

— effectively ended 
UNSCOM's work to ensure 
Iraq destroyed its chemical 
and biological weapons- and 
most missiles and. does pot 
rebuild them. 

Since the four-day attack. . 


Saddam has challenged 
other U.S. and U.N. con- 
trols, including “no-fly" 
zones over northern and 
southern Iraq. On Tuesday, 
in the sixth clash in the 
zones since Dec. 28. an Air 
Force fighter jet fired an 
anti-radiation missile at an 
Iraqi radar installation near 
Mosul in the northern zone. 

As in two separate inci- 
dents Monday, the U.S. 
plane did not come under 
fire and returned safely to 
base, the Pentagon said. 

President Bill Clinton has 
pledged to continue 
patrolling the “no-fly" zones 
as part of a strategy of keep- 
ing Saddam contained by 
diminishing his ability to 
attack opposition groups 
and neighbouring nations. 

Allegations that U.S. intel- 
ligence agencies used 
UNSCOM to spy on Iraq 
have damaged the image of 
the old UNSCOM system, 
but Butler has repeatedly 
rejected the charges. 
Intelligence help from the 
United States and 35 to 40 
other countries, Butler said, 
“has been deployed for the 
purpose of our disarmament 
and monitoring mandates 
and that alone.” 

Butler confirmed that all 
U.N. monitoring of Iraq has 
stopped, including high sur- 
veillance flights by 
American U-2 spy planes. 

The International Atomic 
Energy Agency, which was 
charged with verifying Iraq 
had halted its nuclear 
weapons development, last 
year began a -monitoring 
programme like the one now 
envisioned for UNSCOM. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Netanyahu even with Barak tn poll 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Right-wing incumbent Benyarnin 
Netanyahu has pulled even with opposition Labor Party leader 
Ehud Barak in the race for Israels prime minister just four 
months before national elections, according to a survey pub- 
lished Tuesday. The poll by the Gallup Institute for the Maariv 
newspaper showed that in a second-round run off, Netanyahu 
and Barak would both receive 45 percent of the vote, with 10 
per cent of electors undecided. It was the first time in several 
weeks that Barak was not shown beating Netanyahu' in a head- 
to-head contest 

British hostage in good shape 

SANAA (AFP) — A British oil worirer kidnapped in Yemen 
was reported to be in good shape on Thesday as tribal leaders 
pressed on with mediation to secure his release. A tribal source 
said the hostage. John Brooke, had been moved from the Marib 
region of eastern Yemen to a hideout near the Saudi border in 
Khab. more than 200 kilometres northrof Sanaa. Brooke ‘lias 
contacted his company in Sanaa. He confirmed that he was 
fine.” said vice consul Kate Baity-Smith at the British embassy. 

Iran condemns Iraq’s claims on Kuwait 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran condemned on Tuesday Iraqi territo- 
rial claims on neighbouring Kuwait and said an Iranian envoy 
on a visit to Baghdad will discuss the issue. “Such territorial 
claims are not a proper solution to resolve differences," between 
Iraq and Kuwait, said foreign ministry spokesman Hamdi-Reza 
Asefi. “Regional problems ought to be settled through negotia- 
tions and tension-free talks--. A conflict between Iraq and 
Kuwait will be the worst problem for the region,” he told foe 
English-language Iran News. Asefi warned that a conflict 
would provide a “pretext for foreign powers to protect their 
vested interests here and abuse die situation.” 

Five people killed east of Algiers 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Five people were killed overnight by 
armed Islamic extremists in northeastern Algeria, security ser- 
vices said Tuesday. The killings in Al Beidha, near Bouira, 
some 120 kilometres southeast of Algiers, brought to 120 foe 
number killed in massacres and attacks in the country since the 
start of the fasting month of Ramadan on Dec. 19. 

Most Arab states to attend Iraq meeting . 

CAIRO ( AP) — Most Arab governments wfll send representa- 
tives to a meeting in Cairo later this month to discuss'the latest 
Iraq crisis. Arafi League officials said Tuesday. A similar gath- 
ering was postponed last month because of disagreement with- 
in the 22-member Arab League-over Baghdad’s insistence that 
the group consider defying UN. trade sanctions on Iraq. Arab 
League officials said 17 countries have confirmed in writing 
that they will attend foe Jan. 24 meeting. The Arab League offi- 
cials said the countries committed to foe Cairo meeting are 
Egypt. Jordan, foe United Arab Emirates, Algeria, Tunisia, 
Sudan, Syria, Somalia, Oman, Qatar, Lebanon. Yemen, 
Kuwait. Mauritania. Djibouti, foe Comorros and the Palestinian 
National Authority. Saudi Arabia and Bahrain also are expect- 
ed to attend, the officials said. Libya, Morocco and Iraq have 
not yet decided foe officials added They spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Iraqi stowaways seek Philippines asylum 

MANILA (.AFP) — Three Iraqi stowaways are seeking asylum 
in the Philippines, officials said Tuesday. The three — identified 
os Abdul Zahra Abdul Karim Mohammad Al Assadi, Yflmaz 
Hussein Ali Bizouk and Ali Ibrahim Jumaa Al Ttmeemi, will be 
granted a hearing to determine foe merits of their application. 
Foreign Secretary Domingo Siazon told reporters. 


If the Security Council 
approves a less intrusive 
system. UNSCOM would 
shift its focus from surprise 
inspections and aggressive 
document searches — 
which angered Iraq and 
uncovered Baghdad's efforts 
to conceal its weapons pro- 
gramme — to an operation 
that would widely monitor 
Iraq to ensure it wasn't 
resuming major weapons 
development. Butler said. 

Such monitoring was sup- 
posed to have started only 
after UNSCOM declared 
Iraq free of weapons of 
mass destruction. U.N. eco- 
nomic sanctions also were 
to be lifted if UNSCOM 
said Iraq is fully disarmed. 

The Clinton administra- 
tion backs maintaining 
robust U.N. weapons 
inspections, although U.S. 
officials haven't ruled out a 
revamped UNSCOM. 

State Department 

spokesman James P. Rubin 
said U.N. resolutions requir- 
ing disarmament of Iraq 
before monitoring can begin 
“can’t be leapfrogged." But 
he added, “We have always 
been open to ideas to 
improve the professional- 
ism. the competence and the 
effectiveness of the U.N. 
Special Commission's 
regime and we will continue 
to be willing to discuss any 
such ideas with our partners 
in the Security Council” 

It remains unclear whether 
Saddam would invite 
UNSCOM inspectors back 
into Iraq under any system 
in light of the U.S.-British 
air strikes. 



EATING KARL MARX: A box of ‘Karl Marx chocolate' is diplayed Tuesday in the eastern German town of Chemnitz. 
Chemnitz, named ‘Karl-Marx City' during the German Democratic Republic period and site of a 12-metre-high Karl- 
Marx monument, sells the” Karl Marx chocolate” at a city information centre (Reuters photo) 


‘Balfour author concealed Jewish ancestry 1 


LONDON ( AP) — The author 
of foe Balfour Declaration, a 
key document in the founda- 
tion of the Israeli state, covered 
up his own Jewish ancestry, a 
historian says. 

Leopold Amery. a British 
lawmaker, changed his middle 
name from Moritz to Maurice 
in an apparent effort to efface 
his Jewish connections on bis 
mothers side. Professor 
William Rubinstein of the 
Univeisity of Wales, 
Aberystwyth, writes in the cur- 
rent issue of “History Today" 
magazine. 


Rubinstein reaches no con- 
clusion about why Amery 
would have done this, or how it 
influenced his political career. 

In his autobiography, “My 
Political Life," published 
shortly before his death in 
1955, Amery said only that his 
mother had fled Hungary' after 
the revolutions of IS48. He 
said his father came from an 
old English family. 

Rubinstein said Amery’s 
mother was Elizabeth Johanna 
Saphir and was of purely 
Jewish descent. 

“It is an extraordinary' secret 


possibly the most remarkable 
example of concealment of 
identity in 20fo-cennny British 
political history;'' Rubinstein 
said. 

As assistant secretary to the 
war cabinet in 1917, Amery 
drafted a letter for Lord 
Balfour, the foreign secretary, 
expressing Britain's support 
for “the establishment in 
Palestine of a national home 
for the Jewish people.” 

The Balfour Declaration was 
endorsed by foe Allied powers 
and included in the British 
mandate over Palestine 


10 arrested for murders of dissidents in Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Ten peo- 
ple have been arrested in con- 
nection with foe murders of 
intellectuals and dissidents in 
Iran in which the intelligence 
ministry has been implicated, 
a committee jrrobing the 
killings said Tuesday. 

“Ten people have been 
attested and questioned over 
the affair." said the committee 
set up by President 
Mohammad Khatami in a 
statement read on state radio 
and television. 

‘The case, very complicat- 
ed. has taken on a national 
dimension and conducting a 
correct and healthy investiga- 
tion is a heavy duty” it said 

Iran’s intelligence ministry 
said last week that a number of 
“31 -minded and irresponsible 
colleagues" were involved in 
foe murders of nationalist 
opposition leader Daryush 
Fbruhar as well as several lib- 
eral writers in November and 


December, 

The committee — made up 
of Intelligence Minister 
Ghorban-Ali Dome 

Najafabadi. Interior Minister 
Abdul Vahed Musavi Lari and 
a representative of supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
— was set up last month to 
investigate the killings. 

The television said the mem- 
bers of the committee met 
Khatami on Tuesday and 
briefed him on the latest devel- 
opments in foe case. • 

The president demanded 
that the probe “continue with 
strength, without any regard 
for marginal issues, until final 
results are produced” 

“Our round-the-clock inves- 
tigation has produced the nec- 
essary clues to identify foe 
entire gang linked to the mur- 
ders at different levels.” the 
committee said in its state- 
ment. “A number effective ele- 
ments in foe gang's leadership 


were arrested and questioned" 

The committee said “a num- 
ber of others have been fully 
identified and are presently 
under surveillance.” adding 
that it preferred io withhold 
detailed information while foe 
probe continues. 

“The masterminds behind 
the murders have been identi- 
fied and a massive investiga- 
tion has been launched to. find 
outside elements who are 
mainly responsible for foe sus- 
picious murders," it said 

“The investigation will con- 
tinue without any attention to 
foe foreign and domestic polit- 
ical hype around foe affair and 
foe culprits will be put on trial 
as soon as possible." the state- 
ment added 

The affair has led to bitier 
political fighting between 
reformers backing Khatami 
and his conservative oppo- 
nents over how to deal with the 
formidable secret services. 


with both sides blaming each 
other for the murders. 

Radical left-wing reformers 
have demanded the conserva- 
tive intelligence minister's 
ouster, while foe conservatives 
appear determined to stop 
foeir rivals flora making any 
political gains from foe inci- 
deDL 

Ruhollah Husseinian, a 
hardline cleric in charge of foe 
state archives for official docu- 
ments, accused Khatami's left- 
wing supporters of having a 
role in foe murders, suggesting 
that they are being manipulat- 
ed by American secret ser- 
vices. 

He accused the president's' 
backets of launching a "mali- 
cious campaign" to gain con- 
trol of foe all-powerful intelli- 
gence agency and urged its 
chief to hold fast against 
efforts to oust him. 

His comments published in 
foe hardline Kayhan newspa- 


per and broadcast on conserv- 
ative-run television provoked 
widespread anger in the mod- 
erate and left-wing press, 
which described his com- 
ments as a “pathetic tactic" for 
stop foe investigation into foe 
minders. 

They also accused state 
radio and television of insult- 
ing Khatami and seeking to 
undermine his efforts to fight 
political violence by Islamic 
hardliners. 

The committee in charge of 
foe investigation, for its part, 
blasted “the rumours and the 
scandal-raongering” around 
the case, charging foot “foe 
wrong analysis and accusa- 
tions are aimed, at confusing 
the- process of investigation 
and deny the truth." 

“Any news or information 
coming -from anywhere but 
this committee or Tehran's 
military court is void and 
inauspicious." it warned. 


Defendants in McDonald’s libel - 
case open appeal for change in law 


LONDON (AP) — 
Multinational corporations 
should have no right to 
suppress criticism by filing 
label suits, two vegetarian 
campaigners argued 
Tuesday as they sought to 
overturn a ruling that they 
libelled McDonald’s. 

‘The point of serving 
libel .writs is not to have a 
court case but... to have a 
‘chilling effect' on free 
speech,” campaigner Dave 
Morris said. 

Morris. 44, and Helen 
Steel, 33, defended foenj- 
selves in the “McLibel” 
case, which turned out to 
be a dubious venture for 
the corporation. At 314 
days in court, spread over 2 
1/2 years, it was the 
longest trial in English his- 
tory. 

In June 1997. 
McDonald’s won a judge- 
ment that it had been 
defamed by Morris and 
Steel, who had distributed 
pamphlets entitled “What's 
wrong with McDonald’s? 
Ever^hing they don’t want 
you to know.". 

McDonald's is estimated 
to have spent $16 million 
on the case, however, and 
did not bother trying to 


collect damages of 
$9S,000 from 'foe unem- 
ployed defendants. 

• The company also suf- 
fered foe embarrassment of 
foe trial judge’s ruling that 
it was. in fact, responsible 
for animal cruelty, that it 
exploited children through 
its advertising and that it 
paid- workers in Britain 
poorly. 

Morris and Steel argued 
that their pamphlet was a 
statement of opinion, and 
deserved to be protected as 
free speech. They said 
Britons should be free to 
criticise corporations in foe 
same way they can let off 
steam against government 
agencies. 

McDonald's was due to 
outline its case later in foe 
week. Its lead attorney, 
Richard Rampton, estimat- 
ed arguments would take 
about two weeks. 

The scene in a chilly 
courtroom at the Royal 
Courts of Justice empha- 
sised foe imbalance 
between the combatants. 

McDonald’s waS repre- '■ 
sented by two barristers m 
wigs and black gowns, 
while Steel and Morris 
wore sporting sweaters. 


“We are extremely 

exhausted with foe prepa- 
ration work that has been 
done up to now.” Morris 
said. 

Steel told foe three 
appeal judges that she had 
been unable to transport all 
her files to the court and 
that she had obtained just 
30 minutes of legal advice 
in recent weeks. „ 

She contended that a 
wealthy corporation can 
silence its critics simply by 
suing. 

Three of her original co-^ 
defendants, she noted, had"* 
quickly apologised to 
McDonald’s and agreed 
not to repeat any of the 
statements in their leaflet, 
even though they believed 
foe leaflet to be true. 
Though the trial judge 
ruled substantia] parts of 
foe leaflet were true, foe 
three still are bound to 
silence, she said. 

Only 3,000 leaflets had 
been handed out in foe 
period McDonald's cited 
in its suit, she said. Steel 
contrasted that to 
McDonald’s global adver- 
tising and promotion bud- 
get, which she said was $2 
billion a year. 


U.S. imposes 
sanctions against 
Russian institutions 


WASHINGTON { AP) — The 
United States imposed eco- 
nomic penalties Tuesday 
against a Moscow univeisity 
and two other Russian institu- 
tions. accusing them of assist- 
ing Iran with nuclear and mis- 
sile technology. 

National- Security Adviser 
Sandy Berger announced the 
sanctions at a nonproliferation 
conference at which he also 
pledged an all-out effort to gain 
"Senate ratification of "the 
Compr ehe nsive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT). He said efforts 
would be redoubled this year to 
stop weapons expansion in 
North Korea, South Asia, the 
Mideast and elsewhere. 

“We’ve made it very clear the 
admin istration has authority to 
act against entities that violate 
international rKvnproliferatioa 
standards and we will use (tail 
authority to protect our securi- 
ty" Berger said. Similar sanc- 
tions were imposed against 
seven other Russian institutions 
in July. 

Betger gaveno details of the 
-sanctions, which are against 
Mendeleyev Chemical 
Technical University in 
Moscow, the Scientific 
Research and Design Institute 
of Power and Technology and 


the Moscow Aviation Institute. 

Previous penalties prevented 
any U.S. dealings with the 
institutions, some of which had 
government ties. 

“Weapons scientists and 
institutions face increased 
financial pressure to sell foeir 
wares to whomever is in the 
market, including rogue states.” 
Berger said in a speech at the 
annual Carnegie International 
Nonproliferation Conference. 

He acknowledged that non- 
proliferation of Russian 
- nuclear and missile technology 
would not be stopped by U.S. 
penalties but requires a tighter 
Russian export control system. 

“Only Russia can police its 
own borders, factories and 
technology industry" Berger 
said. ° 

The penalties in July barred 
US. dealings with seven 
Russian research and manufac- 
turing enterprises for selling 
sensitive weapons technology 
tolran, Libya and North Korea. 
The aim of such sanctions is to 
halt the proliferation of tech- 
nology that could help those 
countries and other* develop 
chemical, biological or nuclear 
weajxms or the means of deliv- 
ering them. 
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Bridal shower 
lands bride4o-be 
in court 

BEIRUT (AP) — Pictures of a 
bridal shower featuring a cake 
shaped like a male sex otgaa 
and a man dressed as a woman 
may land the bride-to-be and a 
group of friends in jail a news- 
paper reported Tuesday. A 
Beirut prosecutor charged fe 
woman and her friends wift 
indecent behaviour after 
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approved by foe League of 
Nations in 1922. 

One of Amery ’s sons, John, 
was a fascist who was hanged 
for treason in London in World 
War IL Another son, Julian, a 
longtime Conservative mem- 
ber of Parliament, died in 
1996. 

Rubinstein speculated that 
Amery may have covered up 
his Jewish ancestry to avoid 
harassment at school or to 
avoid being pressured by 
Jewish interests as a member 
of Parliament 
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US, 


itself as foe country's 
dal “No Spanking 
discourage patents ^ 
ting fteir children. 
moment, people are whg^S 
and beating and hflrtiflg 
children with nobodSi ' ^^ 
them what they are ^^Jr 


wrong and dangaw^®^* 
told Reiners. - : - 






